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Cranogwen
(Sarah Jane Rees) 
1839 – 1916
This resource is suitable for Key Stage 2 pupils and the activities will 
teach about how to deliver a speech and carry out research into 
contrasting countries. The content covers elements of the National 
Literacy and Numeracy Framework and the Digital Competence 
Framework.

Aim: To compare the characteristics of two countries and learn about 
the characteristics of planning and delivering a speech.

Introduction
Sarah Jane Rees is famous for being a sailor, journalist and preacher. 
Her bardic name was Cranogwen and she was the first woman to win 
one of the main poetry prizes at the National Eisteddfod in 1865.

Watch the Sarah Jane Rees video and The Temperance Movement 
video and discuss the following questions:
•  What was the bardic name of Sarah Jane Rees?
•  What were the main strengths and successes of Sarah Jane Rees?
•  Why do you think Sarah Jane Rees decided to become a preacher?
•  Sarah Jane Rees often travelled to France. For what reason?

Literacy Framework

•  arrange what they say so that the listeners can follow 
e.g. emphasising key points, giving explanations in order

•  listen carefully to presentations and show an understanding 
of the main points                                                                    
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•  Pioneer – the first person to achieve something specific

•  Preacher – someone who delivers speeches, usually about religion

•  Poetry – a poem with several lines that sometimes rhyme

•  To influence – being able to have an effect on how someone 
behaves or thinks

•  National Eisteddfod – a festival that takes place once a year 
in Wales

Useful vocabulary
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Activity 1
– Collect information

Sarah Jane Rees worked as a sailor on cargo ships between Wales 
and France for two years. Explain to the children that they are going 
to collect specific information about Wales and France. Tell them to 
use an atlas and to look on the internet to find information about the 
two countries.

Fill in page 5 either digitally or print the sheet and use a hard copy.

You can ask the children to create their own table if they wish, as a 
way of differentiating, and in order to further develop digital 
competence skills.

Literacy Framework

The learners can:
• scan for specific information using a variety of features in texts, 

e.g. titles, pictures, key words
• find information and ideas on web pages, using various search 

methods and assess which methods are the most effective
• select and use information and ideas from texts
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Digital Competence Framework

The learners can:
• find appropriate information using various key words and 

search techniques
• select an appropriate website from research results and start 

considering whether the content is reliable
• start creating datasets and extracting information from them in 

the form of tables, charts, spreadsheets and databases

Cross-curricular link (Humanities)  

The learners can:
• demonstrate knowledge and understanding of places and 

environments
• find answers to their research work
• use maps to find information
• present information and ideas using some appropriate terms 

and methods
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Area

Population

Language

Capital city

Currency

Highest 
mountain

Wales France

Use this sheet to record the main characteristics of Wales and France. 
Look at an atlas and on the internet to find the relevant information.
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Activity 2
– Write a speech

Sarah Jane Rees had a special talent for public speaking. Some people 
weren’t happy that women spoke in public but Sarah Jane Rees had a 
huge influence.

Explain to the children that they are going to write a speech about a 
topic or subject they feel strongly about e.g. recycling, homework or 
school uniform. Tell them to research on the internet to collect 
examples of various people delivering speeches. Ask them to think 
about the characteristics of planning and delivering a speech.

Use the success criteria on page 8 or ask the pupils to create some 
themselves. Use page 9 to plan your argument.

You will have to practice your argument before you present it to the 
rest of the class. Remember to record your speech in order to assess 
and evaluate your oral work according to the success criteria.
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Literacy Framework

Learners can:
• arrange a speech so that different audiences can follow what 

is being said, e.g. give background information, give a brief 
summary of the main points

• listen carefully to presentations and show an understanding 
of the main points

• after listening, respond expressing an opinion on what the 
speaker has said 

• adapt what they write according to the purpose and the reader, 
selecting appropriate words, e.g. descriptive language and 
persuasive language

• collect ideas to plan writing
• write an introduction, develop a series of ideas and a conclusion

Digital Competence Framework 

Learners can:
• find appropriate information using various key words and 

search techniques
• select an appropriate website from research results and start 

considering whether the content is reliable
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Use these success criteria as a checklist as you plan 
your speech, or create your own list. 

Speak clearly

Keep the interest of the listeners

Look at your audience

Use formal language

Take your time 

Be confident

Do not read your speech

Use persuasive language

Success Criteria
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Use this sheet to plan your speech. 

Introduction – 
Subject or 
theme of the 
speech

Point 2

Point 1 Evidence / explanation

Point 3

Conclusion

Evidence / explanation

Evidence / explanation

Evidence / explanation

Evidence / explanation

Evidence / explanation

Evidence / explanation

Evidence / explanation

Evidence / explanation


