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Introduction 
	  
Right across our countryside it's harvest time. In a new BBC2 television series 
Gregg Wallace and Philippa Forrester are down on the farm revealing the 
results of this year's harvest as it comes in.  
 
This is the spectacular climax of the farming year, when fortunes are won or 
lost in the attempt to put food on our plates. Our farmers have spent all year 
carefully tending their crops helped by the very latest science, but they are still 
completely at the mercy of our fickle weather.  
 
BBC Harvest 2013 have got together with veg growers, cereal experts and 
fruit traders to get the latest predictions on how our British produce has fared 
in 2013. After the poor weather of 2012 and the coldest Spring for 50 years, 
farmers have faced a huge challenge of recovery in 2013 – this will be the 
most significant harvest for a generation. The September 2013 harvest report 
is a snapshot, at the height of our harvest, of how our fruit, veg and cereals 
have fared. Have our farmers grown enough to feed us and which crops are 
set to be the winners and losers in this yearʼs harvest? 
 
Harvest 2013 in Summary: 
 
Vegetables 
Late Summer vegetables are performing better in 2013 than in 2012 due to 
better weather.  
Potatoes are almost back to expected levels after a dreadful 2012. 
Lettuce is in higher demand than broccoli thanks to the July heatwave. 
However, earlier veg such as asparagus and bulbs like onions are slightly 
down due to the cold Spring. 
 
Cereals 
Farmers planted 19% less wheat inAutumn 2012 meaning a smaller harvest 
in 2013. 
Itʼs estimated 20% of oilseed rape was scrubbed up after attacks by pests.  
We may be in for a bumper crop of spring barley as farmers planted it as a 
substitute for wheat. 
 
Fruit 
Itʼs been a good year for cherries after the cold helped produce plenty of 
blossom. 
Apples are set to be smaller this year. 
Our grape harvest looks like it could be on track for a healthy crop after the 
warm Summer. 
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Vegetables 
 
 

Potatoes 
 
Potatoes had a terrible 2012 – with some crops down by one third – potatoes 
were smaller last year too and suffered more scab on their skins, as well as 
the dreaded blight disease. 
 
This year, our spud harvest is running late but things are already looking 
much better. This yearʼs potato harvest is predicted to be up 20% on last year. 
 
Farmers managed to get 121200 hectares of potatoes planted in 2013 – thatʼs 
an area around the size of Greater Manchester. The harvest is still only just 
getting going.  Weʼve only been given an early estimate but itʼs looking like 
weʼll be digging up an average of 5.42 million tonnes of potatoes – thatʼs 20% 
more than 2012ʼs 4.49 million tonnes.  
 
However, itʼs not an entirely rosy picture – the five- year average for potatoes 
is 5.71 million tonnes – so we might still not hit that average. However, a 
sunny summer, and lack of disease might see this crop exceeding those 
estimates by the close of the season if the weather continues to be 
favourable. 
 
Source: The Potato Council 
 

Broccoli & Lettuce 
 
Broccoli and Lettuce have been jostling for position on our dinner tables this 
year. Both had a slow start in the ground due to the cold, wet weather. 
However, the lettuce caught up from being around three weeks behind at the 
start of the season.  
 
The glorious summer meant that shoppers have snubbed broccoli in favour of 
leafy salads – with demand for salad riding high, it looks like it could be a 
record-breaking year for British salad sales and for salad growers – some 
estimate increases of up to 15% more product in the fields in the Summer. 
 
Source: The British leafy Salad Association 
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Onions 
 
The onion harvest is still underway in the Eastern counties, but the cold 
weather put paid to some bulbs putting on the leaves they need to get big, 
leading to smaller bulbs at harvest time. Early indications show this yearʼs 
harvest might fall short of last yearʼs – at around 378 thousand tonnes, 
instead of 2012ʼs 394 thousand tonnes.  
 
Source: British Growers & British Onion Producers Association 
 

Asparagus 
 
And itʼs no surprise that our early veg hasnʼt done as well as our later crops. 
Asparagus is growing in popularity with 15% of Brits indulging in the short 
eight-week season - however harvest yields were down around 20% with 
weedy stems. This is partly a knock-on effect from 2012, which saw the 
famous asparagus festival in Evesham cancelled due to a poor crop. 
 
Source: British Asparagus Growers Association 
 

Carrots 
 
95% of the carrots we eat are grown in the UK… but it doesnʼt mean weʼll 
always get a good crop. We still had to import some crop during May and 
June because of the wet weather last year. 
 
We harvest carrots over 360 days of the year. Carrots arenʼt so susceptible to 
bad weather – these vegetable stalwarts are harvested nearly all year round 
but we still had to import some crop for a couple of weeks during May and 
June because of the bad wet weather last year. The carrot harvest has been 
estimated is down around 8% on last year, because of the late start to the 
season, however, theyʼll have caught up by next year. 
 
Source: Produce World 
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Cereals 
 
 

Cereals Overview 
 
The period between the 28 August - 3 September saw the highest rate of 
cereal crop harvest in a single week for at least 5 years, and included 45% of 
the wheat area and almost 40% of the spring barley area. 

Estimated national average yields for winter barley and most spring crops are 
above the 5-year average, while wheat and winter oilseed rape average yields 
are close to or slightly below the 5-year average. However, yields are very 
variable depending on soil type and crop management, with additional 
variability in many winter crops affected by poor establishment and water 
logging. 
 
Source: ADAS/Home Grown Cereals Authority 
 

 Wheat 
  
Last year saw the worst wheat yields since the 1980s – a measly 6.7 tonnes 
per hectare. This year itʼs predicted to bounce back to just under average, at 
7.6 tonnes a hectare.   
 
And because last yearʼs crop was late to harvest, farmers simply couldnʼt get 
new seeds in the ground for 2013.  Overall we planted 19% less wheat in 
2013 than in 2012. 
 
Because of this, industry experts reckon that we might see even lower 
harvests than the average 15 million tonnes that we normally reap – around 
12 and a half million tonnes – this is even lower than the 13.3 million tonnes 
we saw harvested in the disaster harvest of 2012.   
 
An estimated 85% of our Winter wheat has now been harvested – the harvest 
was initially running up to five weeks behind but has caught up due to the 
good weather. 
 
Although our wheat had a poor start to the year, the quality at harvest time 
has been largely favourable – there are strict standards for wheat to be good 
enough for milling and this years is currently making the grade.   
 
Source: HGCA  (Home-grown cereals authority) 
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Oilseed Rape 
 

Like wheat, these big, bold brassicas suffered in 2013 – not just from bad 
weather but also from attacks by slugs and pigeons – 20% of the crop was 
scrubbed up, either cast aside or replanted. 

 
Again, the harvest started later than normal for this crop due to the knock-on 
effect of 2012ʼs bad weather. The harvest has also been longer than normal. 
Early predictions suggest weʼre getting an average of around 3.2-3.4 tonnes 
per hectare, which is slightly less than the UK, average of 3.5 tonnes of seed 
out of every hectare of land.  
 
One problem for oilseed rape this year has been bare patches of land around 
the crop, which has led to increased competition from weeds. This has led to 
over 10% admixture (weed seeds) within some of the crops that have been 
harvested 
 
Oil content has been reported as generally good – around 42-48% oil has 
been packed into the tiny black seeds. 
 
The Spring-sown oilseed rape harvest is only just getting going with around 
10% of the area harvested at the start of September 2013. Yields are just 
above the 5-year average at 2.3 tonnes per hectare.  
 
Source: HGCA  (Home-grown cereals authority) 

 
Barley 

 
Over 70% of our Spring barley has now been harvested and yields continue to 
be above the 5-year average, but have dropped back slightly this 
week (first week of September) to an estimated 5.5-5.7 t/ha. The majority of 
regions are reporting yields to be at or slightly above average, with some 
bigger increases reported in the South East, Eastern and Yorkshire and 
Humber regions. Most importantly, the quality, in the main means much of it 
makes the grade for malting. 
 
Winter Barley is also yielding well with average reports of 6.5-6.9 tonnes of 
barley from just one hectare of land – thatʼs ahead of the 5-year average of 
6.4 tonnes per hectare.  
 
(Source Home Grown Cereals Authority) 
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Fruit 
 

Cherries 
 
The UK produced 978 tonnes of British cherries in 2012 and early estimates 
suggest over three and a half thousand tonnes could have been harvested 
this year The cherry industry is growing in Britain, having something of a 
revival, from its decline after World War 2. 
  
Source: Berry gardens 
 
            Strawberries 
   
The UK spent £779,000,000 on British strawberries last year. The industry 
has roughly doubled in the last eight years – in 2004, we spent 
£414,133,700. British Summer Fruits, which represents 85% of berry growers, 
produced 51,626 tonnes of strawberries in 2012. 
 
Due to this yearʼs growing conditions creating an exceptional crop – the cold 
spring has resulted in sweeter and juicier fruit – yields are expected to reach 
at least 55 thousand tonnes from BSF members and another 10 thousand 
tonnes elsewhere, resulting in between 65-70 thousand tonnes this year  
 
 Despite the season starting three weeks late this year, we still grew 20 times 
more strawberries than cherries.  This year average those berries were 15% 
bigger than usual, and sweeter too. 2012ʼs strawberry harvest was 
comparatively bad – we only harvested just over 50 thousand tonnes. 
 
 
Source:  Berry gardens/British Summer Fruits 
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     Blackcurrants 
 
And what about our blackcurrants?  After a couple of lean years, the good 
winter chill, followed by plenty of sunshine and perfectly timed rainfall means 
our blackcurrant farmers have had an above average crop this year, over 50% 
more than 2012.  The average tonnage for blackcurrants in 2013 is around 
12000 tonnes  - as opposed to 8900 tonnes in 2012 – a return to normal form 
for the producers who harvest for Ribena. 
 
Source:Ribena  
 
 

 Apples 
 
Itʼs still early days for the Apple Harvest, but the picture looks rosy compared 
to last year when the terrible weather slashed our crop by a third.  This year 
things should be back to normal thanks to the sunny summer.  The apples 
may be a little smaller than usual, but theyʼre likely to be sweeter.  Look out 
for them in our shops in October. 
 
Source: English Apples and Pears 
 
 
     Grapes 
 
Grapes had a terrible 2012 – and being perennial plants, it takes the vines a 
while to recover. However the long, cold Spring and hot summer have 
provided good growing conditions so far with growers reporting a good natural 
bloom on the outside of the swelling fruit which helps with fermentation. 
 
In 2012, we produced only just over one million bottles of wine, a far cry from 
the record breaking 4 million in 2010. Itʼs early days yet for the grape harvest, 
which wonʼt begin until the end of the month but if the weatherʼs favourable, 
early predictions suggest we might get somewhere in the region of 3 and a 
half million bottles. 
 
Source: English Wine Producers 
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Harvest 2013  

September Harvest Report - With thanks to: 
	  
Potato	  Council	  
The	  British	  Leafy	  Salad	  Association	  
British	  Growers	  Association	  
Asparagus	  Growers	  Association	  
The	  British	  Tomato	  Growers	  Association	  
British	  Onion	  Producers	  Association	  
British	  Carrot	  growers	  Association	  
The	  Horticulture	  Development	  Council	  
Brassica	  Growers	  Association	  
English	  Apples	  and	  Pears	  
Produce	  World	  
The	  Home	  Grown	  Cereals	  Authority	  (HGCA)	  
Berry	  gardens	  
British	  Summer	  Fruits	  
Ribena	  
English	  Wine	  Producers	  
ADAS	  
The	  NFU	  
DEFRA	  
 
Harvest 2013 is supported by BBC Learning who have a produced a booklet to 
explain the science behind producing UK crops together with recipes from Gregg 
Wallace using harvest produce.  The booklet will be available online at 
www.bbc.co.uk/harvest 
 


