
Hobby: Travel, movies, concerts

Always wanted to be: Some kind of scientist

PERSONAL

SCHOOL
Favourite subject: Science, obviously – but 
I also loved subjects like History and English.  
The arts and humanities are important for 
scientists – they help you to understand the  
world and to be a better communicator. 

Favourite/inspirational teacher: I was lucky 
enough to have a lot of really inspirational 
teachers but a particular favourite was  
Mrs Richardson, who taught me History.

COLLEGE
Subjects studied: Physics, Maths, Chemistry 
and General Studies.

UNIVERSITY
Subjects studied: Degree in Physics with 
Astrophysics, PhD in Radio Astronomy.

EMPLOYMENT
First-ever job: My grandad used to give me a 
pound for washing his car.

First science job: Postdoctoral Research 
Assistant at Liverpool John Moores University.  
I was using telescopes in the Canary Islands to 
investigate quasars, a type of distant object 
which is powered by a supermassive black hole.

Path to current job: After working in Liverpool for 
two years, I moved to another research post at 
the University of Edinburgh where I was involved 
in a project using the Hubble Space Telescope  
to study distant galaxies. This led to a job at the 
Space Telescope Science Institute in Baltimore, 
USA, working on more Hubble images. I came 
back to Edinburgh two years later and obtained  
a five-year Advanced Fellowship from the 
Government to work on my own research project 
– and I chose my favourite subjects of quasars, 
distant galaxies and supermassive black holes.

Then I decided I wanted a new challenge. I’d 
discovered that I really enjoyed talking to the 
public about science and trying to explain the 
latest ideas in astronomy to non-specialist 
audiences, so I took up a post at the University of 
Edinburgh’s Office of Lifelong Learning, running 
science courses for the general public. This led  
to my current job as Public Astronomer at the 
Royal Observatory, Greenwich, where I get to talk 
about astronomy to everyone from school pupils 
to pensioners. 

ADVICE
What one piece of advice would you give a 
young person who wants to work in the space 
industry? Always keep learning. One lifetime is 
too short to learn everything there is to know 
about the universe, but it’s fun to keep trying.
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