
Taking 
phoTographs of 
weaTher safely

Most of the following is common 
sense, but we hope it acts as a 
useful reminder.

General safety
Tripping and falling are a key hazard when 
taking photographs, so when you’re taking 
a photograph stay still. Do not walk 
forwards and backwards – use your zoom, 
not your feet.

If you are driving and see a particularly 
appealing scene, cloud or cloud formation, 
make sure you have stopped your vehicle in 
a safe place. The safety of your passengers 
(if you have any) and other road users must 
come before what you believe to be the 
perfect shot. 

Do not stand in the middle of a road, cycle 
path or footpath to take your photograph. 

Think about where you are before setting 
up a tripod. Are you in a thoroughfare? Will 
you be causing an obstruction? 

Do not trespass. You might believe you can 
get a better picture by being in someone’s 
garden or field, but if there is no right of 
way you are not allowed to be there.

Remember who you’re with. Getting a great 
shot can be very absorbing. Don’t start 
taking complex pictures if you’re out with 
people who are your responsibility – 
whether young children or an elderly friend 
or relative. It only takes a little while for 
people to wander off. 

Personal safety
When you’re going out to take photographs, 
always ensure that someone knows where 
you are going and what time you think that 
you will be back.

Weather conditions
Remember, flying debris can happen in 
deceptively light winds. 

Be sensible about lightning – it can strike 
even if you cannot hear thunder. 

Water over a road doesn’t have to be deep  
to sweep a car off the road or person off 
their feet. And if a car drives through a large 
puddle, it can drench both you and your 
camera, so take care.

Do not enter flood water as it can hide 
hazards such as raised manhole covers,  
as well as having unseen currents.

The sun
Never look directly at the sun.

Never use any instruments like binoculars, 
telescopes or cameras to view the sun directly.

Doing either of these things can permanently 
damage your eyes.

Remember your camera can suffer severe 
damage if it is pointed directly at the sun, as 
the sun’s rays gain strength through the lens 
and can cause burn marks inside the camera.

Most importantly – have fun in our 
great British weather. Being out in 
the fresh air should be an enjoyable 
experience. 
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