
 

 

 

 

RULES FOR BBC CARDIFF SINGER OF THE WORLD 2015 
 

 

ELIGIBILITY 

 

The competition is open to singers of any nationality resident anywhere in the world. 

 

It is intended for singers at the beginning of their professional career, who will have probably 

studied at a conservatoire of music or equivalent.    

 

Entrants must have been born between 2 June 1982 and 1 June 1997.    Proof of age and nationality 

will be required. 

 

Employees of the BBC working on this event or their close relatives (including a spouse or live-in 

partner) are not eligible to take part.   The right is reserved to disqualify anyone with an un-spent 

criminal conviction (other than minor driving offences). 

Entries from disabled people are welcomed and the BBC will endeavour to meet any access needs.    

Entrants can enter both the BBC Cardiff Singer of the World and the BBC Cardiff Singer of the 

World Song Prize competitions or just the BBC Cardiff Singer of the World.   It is not possible to 

enter the Song Prize only. 

 

 

APPLICATION AND DVD AUDITION 

 

Entrants must fill in the entry form (which may be downloaded here) and send it together with the 

following documentation: 

 photocopy of current passport page showing nationality and date of birth 

 a letter of recommendation from a singing teacher, or a conservatoire or other 

educational establishment, or an opera house.   If the letter is not in English it must be 

accompanied by a translation. 

 a Curriculum Vita (CV/resume), which must be on no more than two sides of A4 paper. 

 3 copies of a DVD of the entrant performing 2 arias each either from opera or oratorio.  

 If entrants want to enter the Song Prize they should also include 2 songs one of which 

should be by one of the major acknowledged Lieder composers.  Details of further DVD 

requirements are set out below.  

 

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/tv/csow/2015-cardiff-singer-of-the-world-application-form.pdf
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 If any entrant has an existing recent DVD recording of a concert with piano and or 

orchestra accompaniment, this is acceptable for the initial DVD audition.    (Opera 

performances are not normally acceptable; if you wish to include an operatic 

performance please notify the organisers, and specify which role you are singing.)   

 Your DVD must be of excellent technical quality. Your face must be clearly visible 

throughout the recording. The recording, with piano accompaniment, must have been 

made during 2014.  The DVD must be clearly labelled with your name, nationality, and 

the details of where and when produced. 

 Entrants warrant they have truthfully and accurately completed the entry form and 

acknowledge that the BBC may disqualify any entrant who supplies any misleading or 

inaccurate information or breaches any of these Rules. 

 Entries must be sent to 

Sue Perry-Grech 

Music Department  

Room E4113 

BBC Cymru Wales 

Cardiff CF5 2YQ 

Wales 

United Kingdom 

and should arrive no later than 30 June 2014 

 The BBC reserves the right to extend the closing date. 

 Only one entry is permitted per person. 

 The BBC reserves the right to refuse any entry for any reason at its absolute discretion. 

 No entries will be returned. 

 Entries are made at the entrants’ own expense and no refunds of any expenses will be 

made. 

 All entrants will be contacted after the initial selection process as detailed below. 

 

Judging Panel’s Criteria 

 

At all stages of the competition the jury will look for 

 Vocal quality 

 Technical skill 

 Musical presentation 

 Artistic personality 

 

The DVD adjudication stage will have a minimum standard that has to be achieved in order to be 

considered for the next live audition stage. 

     

Entrants’ DVDs will be reviewed by an expert panel and their marks will be recorded.    Candidates 

who meet the minimum standard will be considered for progression to the next stage.    Places in the 

live auditions will be allocated on the basis of marks achieved at the DVD stage.    However, a 

maximum of 3 singers from any one country will be permitted to progress from the DVD audition to 

the second stage live auditions.    Once these three places have been filled by a specific country, 

other eligible candidates from that country will be excluded.   Places will then be filled by 

candidates from other countries who meet the minimum standard. 
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The constituent countries of the United Kingdom (Wales, England, N. Ireland and Scotland) will be 

regarded as individual countries. 

 

All DVDs will be viewed by members of an expert judging panel and after the selection process 

approximately 50 entrants will be chosen for the next stage, which will consist of live auditions. 

 

The result of these DVD auditions will be announced to all applicants during October 2014 by 

email.  

 

Applicants cannot appeal against the short list selection. 

 

There is no application fee. 

 

Applicants should keep copies of all material sent as the Competition cannot guarantee the return of 

any materials or accept responsibility for any documents lost. 

 

 

LIVE AUDITIONS TO BE HELD IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER 2014 

 

The live performance stage will take place in various cities around the world in front of a minimum 

of 2 expert judges using the criteria set out above. 

 

Entrants will perform  

2 arias each either from opera or oratorio but at least one must be different from the item originally 

presented on the DVD. 

2 songs if taking part in the Song Prize and these should both be different from the items on the 

original DVD. 

 

 An accompanist will be provided but entrants can provide their own accompanist at their 

own expense if they wish. 

 Performances may be filmed by the BBC for possible broadcast either on television or 

online.   You may also be interviewed. 

 In cases of financial hardship the BBC may, at its discretion, pay a contribution towards 

flights and a maximum of 1 night’s accommodation. 

 After the live auditions stage the judges will select up to 19 entrants and 3 reserves to take 

part in the finals in Cardiff.  

 The 20
th

 contestant will be the winner of the 2014 Welsh Singers Competition and will 

represent Wales at the 2015 BBC Cardiff Singer of the World.   As it is possible to select up 

to 3 entrants from any one country, the BBC Cardiff Singer of the World DVD auditions 

judging panel may select up to two other Welsh singers to take part in the live auditions. 
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20 SINGERS INVITED TO CARDIFF DURING JUNE 2015 

 

 

BBC Cardiff Singer of the World 

Preliminary Round and Final 
 

BBC Cardiff Singer of the World Song 

Prize Preliminary Round and Final 
 

Each selected entrant will take part in 1 

of 4 concerts in the preliminary round 

planned to be held from 15-18 June at St 

David’s Hall, Cardiff.    

There will be a winner each evening. 

Each selected entrant will take part in 1 

of 4 recitals in the preliminary round 

planned to be held from 14-17 June, in 

Cardiff.     

There will not be a winner at the end of 

each recital. 

 

Each entrant will have to perform a 

programme of between 14 and 18 

minutes of music with orchestral 

accompaniment in front of the judges.    

Performances will be recorded by the 

BBC for possible broadcast on television, 

radio and online. 

Each will perform a programme of their 

own choice in their preferred order. 

Competitors should choose music within 

their current vocal range and 

specialization. 

The organisers reserve the right to make 

changes to programmes in consultation 

with the contestant, following 

submission. 

 

Each entrant will have to perform a 

programme of between 14 and 18 

minutes of music with piano 

accompaniment in front of the judges.    

Performances will be recorded by the 

BBC for possible broadcast on television, 

radio and online.   Each entrant will 

perform a contrasting programme of their 

own choice in their preferred order.   At 

least one item should be by one of the 

major acknowledged art song composers.   

The organisers reserve the right to make 

changes to programmes in consultation 

with the contestant, following 

submission. 

 

Entrants will be accompanied by one of 

the two resident orchestras, the BBC 

National Orchestra of Wales or the 

Orchestra of Welsh National Opera.  

 

Rehearsals and performances in Cardiff 

may be recorded for broadcast purposes.    

The BBC will own all video and audio, 

(broadcast TV, CD, DVD, internet and 

radio) world rights, for the performance, 

without payment for the contribution in 

perpetuity throughout the world in all 

media now known or hereafter invented, 

without payment.  

 

Allocation of official accompanists will 

be made by the organiser of the contest.    

If an entrant brings their own 

accompanist they may do so at their own 

expense. 

Rehearsals and performances in Cardiff 

will be recorded for broadcast purposes.    

The BBC will own all television, video 

cassette, CD, DVD, internet and radio 

world rights, for the contestant and the 

contestant’s accompanist, without 

payment for the contribution in perpetuity 

throughout the world in all media now 

known or hereafter invented without 

payment.  

 

Rehearsals will start on Saturday 13 June Rehearsals will start on Thursday 11 June 
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2015. 

 

2015 

The organisers will decide in which 

concert and in which order the 

competitors will sing. 

 

The organisers will decide in which 

recital and in which order the competitors 

will sing. 

 

After the 4
th

 concert, the five singers 

selected to take part in the Final will be 

announced.  These are not necessarily the 

winners of each concert, but the five 

singers who the judging panel decides 

have given the best performances during 

the preliminary round concerts.   

 

After the 4
th

 concert, the five singers 

selected to take part in the Final will be 

announced.  These are the five singers 

who the judging panel decides have given 

the best performances during the 

preliminary round recitals. 

 

BBC Cardiff Singer of the World Final 
 

BBC Cardiff Singer of the World Song 

Prize Final 
 

The final will take place in St David’s 

Hall, Cardiff on Sunday 21 June 2015, 

and may be broadcast on television, radio 

and online.   

 

The five finalists will perform a 

programme of music of their own choice 

between 14 and 18 minutes music 

duration and accompanied by the BBC 

National Orchestra of Wales.   

 

The final of the Song Prize will take 

place in St David’s Hall, Cardiff on 

Friday 19 June 2015, and may be 

broadcast on television, radio and online.   

 

Each finalist will perform a programme 

of between 16 and 20 minutes of music in 

front of the judges.   It is possible to 

repeat the programme performed in the 

preliminary round recital but one new 

item must be included.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choosing your programmes for Cardiff 

 

Contestants selected to sing in Cardiff must send details of their chosen programmes to arrive no 

later than 13 February 2015.    You must also send photocopies of vocal scores of the music in your 

programmes, in the correct key, with any cuts marked. 

 

It is advisable not to include items that substantially exceed the instrumentation of a large symphony 

orchestra. 

 

No changes of programmes will be accepted after 17 March 2015. 

If you wish you may bring your own accompanist for the song prize but at your own expense.  
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TRAVEL TO CARDIFF 

 

Arrival and departure dates 

Successful contestants should arrive in Cardiff no later than Wednesday 10 June 2015 and are free 

to depart after 12 noon on Monday 22 June. 

To overcome jet-lag it is possible to be accommodated in Cardiff from Monday 8 June. 

 

For contestants who are not UK-based the Competition organisers will provide an economy class 

return air ticket from competitor’s base to Cardiff.  If travel arrangements are changed after airline 

tickets have been issued, any additional cost incurred is the responsibility of the competitor. 

 

For United Kingdom based contestants the Competition organisers will provide second-class return 

rail fare to Cardiff 

 

For all contestants invited to Cardiff the Competition organisers will provide Hotel accommodation 

(bed & breakfast) in Cardiff and a daily allowance for the entire duration of the Competition and 

rehearsals.  All necessary transport costs within Cardiff will be met by the Competition.  Any 

additional expenses must be covered by the contestant. 

 

PRIZES ǂ 

 

BBC Cardiff Singer of the World 

The winner will be awarded the title of BBC Cardiff Singer of the World 2015, a prize of £15,000 * 

and the specially commissioned Cardiff Trophy. 

The other four finalists will receive £2,500 * 

 

BBC Cardiff Singer of the World Song Prize 

The winner will be awarded the title of BBC Cardiff Singer of the World Song Prize 2015, a prize of 

£5,000 * and a specially commissioned trophy. 

 

Dame Joan Sutherland Audience Prize 

Television viewers are given an opportunity to vote for their favourite contestant via the website and 

phone and the winner is awarded the Dame Joan Sutherland Audience Prize Trophy and £2000.00 *                                   
*Subject to UK Tax Regulations 

ǂ additional prizes and awards may be introduced at the discretion of the organisers of the competition 
 
 

All entrants will be deemed to have consented to the following terms and conditions: 

Broadcast Terms and Conditions 

You hereby consent to the filming and recording of your participation in the  BBC Cardiff Singer of the 

World Competition and the BBC Cardiff Singer of the World Song Prize 2015 ( the “Competitions”) for use 

by the BBC in television and radio programmes and as online content  featuring the Competitions 

(collectively the “Programme(s)”). 
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You hereby assign the complete copyright in your contribution and give all consents as may be required 

under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 (as amended) and grant to the BBC any and all rights 

necessary to enable the BBC to make the fullest use of its recordings without restriction in any and all media 

throughout the world for the duration of such rights. In particular you hereby grant to the BBC the unlimited 

right to edit, copy, alter, add to, take from, adapt or translate your contributions hereunder and in relation to 

such contributions hereby waive irrevocably all 'moral rights' which you have now or in the future, including 

without limitation any rights under section 77 to 85 inclusive of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 

or any similar law of any jurisdiction. 

The BBC may without further consent use your name, likeness, biography, photographs of you and 

recordings of interviews with you, within the Programme(s) or in promoting and publicising the 

Programme(s) in all media formats worldwide. 

You agree at the request of the BBC to take part in publicity events in connection with the Competitions. 

The BBC shall not be liable to you or your legal representative for any loss or damage or injury to you or 

your property caused or suffered in connection with the BBC's making of the Programme(s) unless caused by 

the negligence of the BBC and recoverable on that ground. 

You agree that your contribution shall not contain anything which is an infringement of copyright or which is 

calculated to bring the BBC into disrepute or which is defamatory provided however that the BBC shall not 

be entitled to bring claim against you in respect of any defamatory material that was included in your 

contribution without negligence or malice on your part. 

The Courts of England and Wales shall have sole jurisdiction in relation to this declaration which shall be 

interpreted to the laws of England and Wales. 

 

Photographs 

Only contestants attending the Preliminary rounds in Cardiff need to provide photographs.     

Specifications will be provided. 

 

Judging panel for the Preliminary and Final Rounds in Cardiff 

The judging panel will be a mixture of internationally recognised opera and song experts.    The 

Chairman will be David Pountney. 

Contestants cannot appeal against the decisions of the jury. 

 

Master Classes 

On Saturday 20 June 2015 a series of Master Classes will be given by members of the jury to some 

of the contestants who have not been selected for the Final.    This is a public event.   Once in 

Cardiff it would be helpful if contestants let the organisers know if they do not wish to take part in 

the Master Classes. 

 

Voting System 
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At the end of each concert in the preliminary round of the BBC Cardiff Singer of the World at St. 

David’s Hall the judging panel will place the contestants in order of merit and one winner will be 

announced. 

 

After the 4
th

 concert, five finalists will be announced.    These are not necessarily the winners of 

each concert but the five singers who the jury decide have given the best performances during the 

preliminary round. 

 

Similarly the finalists in the Song Prize will be the singers who the judging panel consider have 

given the best performance in the 4 preliminary round recitals. 

 

In the event of a tie, the chairman of the jury shall have an additional (casting) vote.   The voting 

will be supervised by the organisers. 

 

Education Project 

The Competition collaborates with the Outreach Departments of BBC National Orchestra of Wales 

and the City and County of Cardiff through Arts Active at St. David’s Hall to organise an Education 

Project during the event.   Contestants are invited to take part only if their rehearsal and performance 

schedule makes it possible. 

 

Organiser’s decision is final 

The BBC will not enter into any correspondence, either verbal or written about results. 

 

BBC’s Privacy and Cookies Policy 

The BBC will only use your personal details for the purposes of administering BBC Cardiff Singer 

of the World 2015, and will not publish them or provide them to anyone not connected with this 

event without your permission.  If the BBC is required to pass your details to any third party for the 

purposes of administering BBC Cardiff Singer of the World 2015, the BBC will require that they 

only use your details strictly for these purposes.  If you would like to know more about the BBC’s 

Privacy & Cookies Policy, please go to http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/ 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/

