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Inspired by  
Britain’s First Photo Album
 
Thank you for expressing an interest in  
Britain’s First Photo Album. Our ambition is 
to work with you to create inspiring events  
and activities related to the series.

We know that many of you are already running events and 
activities like this; in fact many of the ideas here have come  
from experts from museums and libraries. 

This leaflet contains a few suggestions for activities that may  
be popular. 

Lyme Regis, 
1906.
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Heritage walk
Following the footsteps of John 
Sergeant and the Britain’s First Photo 
Album team, select your favourite 
local archive photos and organise a 
stroll around your local area exploring 
its history.

Top tips for a successful walk:
– Make the walk circular
– Involve a café stop
–  Take a copy of local archive photos 

with you to compare ‘then and now’
–  Encourage participants to bring 

their camera; afterwards they could 
share their photos online.

Find an online local  
photo group 
If your organisation doesn’t have an 
online photo group, why not set one 
up? Visitors can join the conversation 
online by commenting on uploaded 
photographs. You could also add 
stories, notes or comments for others 
to see. Alternatively, many local 
photographic societies and archives 
have online photo groups and you can 
encourage users to join in and upload 
their photos.

Market Hall, 
Bolton, 1895.
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Group reminiscence
Invite a local historian to give a talk 
relating to any of the themes of 
Britain’s First Photo Album; these 
could include: Victorian local heritage, 
photography past and present, 
exploring archives, architecture, 
restoration, or the history of postcards.

Top tips to encourage people to share 
their memories:

–  Ask audiences of all ages to bring  
in a few of their own local photos

–  Use these as a starting point for 
discussion, the session could help 
date their photos

–  Prepare a selection of local photos 
to display or include in large  
viewing albums

–  If you have the facilities, why 
not run a session and/or demo 
about digitising and uploading 
photographs (see ‘Run a digital 
workshop’ opposite)

–  Make the room comfortable  
and informal. 

Run a digital workshop
Invite an online tutor to run a digital 
camera workshop for adult learners. 
Show them how they can transfer 
photos from a camera to a computer. 
They could edit/restore, tag them 
and share online. You may need staff 
to help people use the computers in 
addition to:

–  Computer (with internet access if 
you want to do the share online bit)

–  Digital still camera with computer 
lead or a memory card reader

–  A photo scanner for film photographs.

Encourage participants to 
share their photographs online
We’re always keen to find a way 
to encourage people to build on 
their media literacy skills. Why not 
encourage a group to email a photo 
to a friend or even share their  
photos online.



The Mill, 
Mapledurham, 
1890.

Francis Frith.

Set a challenge for your  
local photography society
Select a set of local photos from 
the 1900s and invite your local 
photography society to respond  
to the collection. Ask them to pick  
a location featured in your collection 
and capture that area today. These 
places might not exist any more,  
may have surprisingly changed or 
have remained the same. 

Plan a ‘then and now’  
photo exhibition
Ask people to contribute – to bring  
in an old photo (which you could  
copy and display; make sure you  
have permission to make a copy)  
or to take a new photo of an old  
one you have already. 

Downloadable bunting
Take advantage of our celebration 
downloadable bunting – a reasonable 
and attractive way of ‘dressing the 
room‘ for your events. Why not invite 
the public to help you make it? 

Give out our sticker sheets
Everyone loves stickers –  
use our stickers to inspire young 
people to involve their parents and 
grandparents, or the older generation 
could give them to younger ones.

Photoframes
While adults talk to experts or 
look at your displays, why not 
encourage children to make their 
own photoframe. Either use the 
one supplied in this pack, or ask 
participants to create a simple 
border around a cut-out piece of card 
or paper. The stickers could help 
decorate the frame.

Events weekend 
Join in with other Britain’s First Photo 
Album events from the weekend of 
the 16 March 2012. There may be 
one near you – check out bbc.co.uk/
thingstodo for more information.
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Francis Frith at Brightlands, 
Reigate, c1885.
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We hope that this has been useful!
If you’re planning events or activities,  
please help us promote them and register  
on bbc.co.uk/thingstodo

Please stay in touch to tell us about your  
plans or write to us if you have any questions 
britainsfirstphotoalbum@bbc.co.uk 
Our inbox will be monitored until spring 2012.

Good luck and thank you for being involved!

Britain’s First Photo Album team

The BBC has created Britain’s First Photo Album 
resources to help support local partners to run  
events. The event where these materials will be  
used will not be run or delivered by the BBC.
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