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Level A 

 

1. Another way of writing 1 metre is: 

A) 1 000 millimetres 
B) 100 millimetres 
C) 10 millimetres 
D) 50 millimetres 

 

2. One way of shortening millimetre is: 

A) m 
B) mm 
C) mtr 
D) ml 

 

3. Which of the following would you measure using centimetres? 

A) a young child 
B) a newborn baby 
C) an adult 
D) a horse 

 

4. The width of a finger measures about: 

A) 1 centimetre 
B) 10 centimetres 
C) 100 centimetres 
D) 1 000 centimetres 
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5. Which one of the following is a standard unit of length? 

A) A handspan 
B) A stride 
C) A metre 
D) An arm 

 

6. Which of the following are you most likely to measure using millimetres? 

A) A letter 
B) Yourself 
C) A window 
D) A nail 

 

7. Which of these measuring instruments would you choose to measure a room? 

A) A steel tape measure 
B) A fabric tape measure 
C) A ruler 
D) A stride 

 

8. Which of the following possible answers correctly shows the 4 lengths in order, starting with 
the shortest? 

A) 850 mm, 275 mm, 150 mm, 50 mm 
B) 50 mm, 150 mm, 275 mm, 850 mm 
C) 50 mm, 275 mm, 150 mm, 850 mm 
D) 275 mm, 850 mm, 150 mm, 50 mm 

 



 

 

© BBC 2011 

Length and distance quiz 

 

 

 
E3 

9. A room is 8 m 50 cm long and 5 m 35 cm wide. Which of the following possible answers 
correctly shows another way of writing the dimensions? 

A) 8.5 cm and 5.35 cm 
B) 8.5 m and 53.5 m 
C) 8.5 m and 5.35 m 

 

10. A road sign shows that it is 32 kilometres to Madrid. How far is it to Madrid and back?  

A) 32 kilometres 
B) 62 kilometres 
C) 64 kilometres 
D) 16 kilometres 
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1. Which height could be that of a washing machine? 

A) 85 kilometres 
B) 85 millimetres 
C) 85 centimetres 
D) 85 metres 

 

2. The width of a paintbrush measures about: 

A) 2 millimetres 
B) 2 centimetres 
C) 2 metres 

 

3. Which one of the following is not a measure of length? 

A) metre 
B) centimetre 
C) kilometre 
D) kilogram 

 

4. What is the length of this nail to the nearest whole number? 

 

A) 3 cm 
B) 3 mm 
C) 4 cm 
D) 4 mm 
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5. If the nearest bus stop is ½ km away, that means it's the same as... 

A) 5 m 
B) 50 m 
C) 500 m 
D) 5000 m 

 

6. Which of these items measures closest to 2 metres high? 

A) A door 
B) A lamppost 
C) A pencil 
D) A desk 

 

7. What is 575 cm rounded to the nearest 100 centimetres? 

A) 500 cm 
B) 570 cm 
C) 580 cm 
D) 600 cm 

 

8. Which one of the following is a non standard measure of length? 

A) A kilometre 
B) A metre 
C) A centimetre 
D) A handspan 

 

9. If you walked to the local shops and it took you 12 minutes, approximately how far have you 
walked? 

A) A centimetre 
B) A metre 
C) A kilometre 
D) A millimetre 
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10. The deep end of a swimming pool is marked as 1.6 m. 

Another way of writing this is: 

A) 1m 6 cm 
B) 1m 60 cm 
C) 1m 600 cm 
D) 1m 6 mm 
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Level C 

 

1. How far is it to Calais and back?  

(distances are in kilometres) 

 

 

 

 

 

A) 220km 
B) 220m 
C) 440km 
D) 440m 

 

2. What is the length of this nail to the nearest centimetre? 

 

 

A) 5 cm 
B) 4 cm 
C) 4.5 cm 
D) Cannot tell precisely since measurement needs to start at 0 

 

3. If you are converting from centimetres to millimetres you: 

A) Multiply by 10 
B) Multiply by 100 
C) Divide by 10 
D) Divide by 100 
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4. The width of a window is 175 cm. What is its width to the nearest 10 centimetres? 

A) 100 cm 
B) 200 cm 
C) 170 cm 
D) 180 cm 

 

5.    Frank needs to fit a piece of pipe measuring 750 mm. The pipe he has bought is 1 m. long 

How much should he saw off?  

A) 250 mm 
B) 25 mm 
C) 750 mm 
D) 75 mm 

 

6. What is the length of this key? 

 

 

 

 

A) 6 cm 
B) 6 mm 
C) 5 cm 
D) 5 mm 

 

7. To get the cheapest postal rate, a letter must be less than 240 mm long. How many 
centimetres is that? 

A) 2400 cm 
B) 240 cm 
C) 24 cm 
D) 2.4 cm 
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8. Andy does 10 laps around a 400 m race track.  

How many km does he run? 

A) 4000 km 
B) 400 km 
C) 40 km 
D) 4 km 

 

9. Kemi buys 4 m of fabric to make some curtains. She uses 360 cm. How much fabric does she 
have left? 

A) 356 cm 
B) 3640 cm 
C) 40 cm 
D) 40 mm 

 

10. Amina is having a new fitted kitchen. Her kitchen is 2 m long. Each kitchen unit is 600 mm 
wide. How many units can fit in this space? 

A) None 
B) Two 
C) Three 
D) Four 
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Answers 

Level A 

 

1.  Another way of writing 1 metre is: 

      The correct answer is: A. 1 000 millimetres.  

There are 1 000 millimetres in a metre. 

 

2. One way of shortening millimetre is: 

The correct answer is: B. mm 

Millimetre can be shortened to mm. 

 

3. Which of the following would you measure using centimetres? 

The correct answer is: B. a newborn baby 

You measure longer lengths using metres and shorter lengths using centimetres. You would 
use centimetres to measure a newborn baby. 

 

4. The width of a finger measures about: 

The correct answer is: A. 1 centimetre  

The width of a finger measures about 1 centimetre (1cm). 

 

5. Which one of the following is a standard unit of length? 

The correct answer is: C. A metre 

A metre is a standard unit of measure. All the others are non-standard units because the 
amount that is measured can vary.    
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6. Which of the following are you most likely to measure using millimetres? 

The correct answer is: D. A nail 

For longer lengths you use centimetres or metres as the unit of measurement. For shorter 
lengths you would use millimetres, such as when you measure a nail. 

 

7. Which of these measuring instruments would you choose to measure a room? 

The correct answer is: A. A steel tape measure 

A steel tape measure would be suitable as it can be used to measure a room exactly in 
metres and centimetres. 

 

8. Which of the following possible answers correctly shows the 4 lengths in order, starting with 
the shortest? 

The correct answer is: B. 50 mm, 150 mm, 275 mm, 850 mm  

 

9. A room is 8 m 50 cm long and 5 m 35 cm wide. Which of the following possible answers 
correctly shows another way of writing the dimensions? 

The correct answer is: C. 8.5 m and 5.35 m 

8 m 50 cm and 5 m 35 cm can also be written as 8.5 m and 5.35 m. 

 

10. A road sign shows that it is 32 kilometres to Madrid. How far is it to Madrid and back?  

The correct answer is: C. 64 kilometres 

To double 32 kilometres you need to multiply by 2: 

    32 × 2 = 64 kilometres 

To get to Madrid and back is 64 kilometres. 
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Level B 

 

1. Which height could be that of a washing machine? 

The correct answer is: C. 85 centimetres 

A standard size washing machine fits under kitchen units that are around 1 metre high. 

 

 

2. The width of a paintbrush measures about: 

The correct answer is: B. 2 centimetres 

A centimetre is roughly the width of a finger, so 2 cm is a reasonable estimate. 

 

 

3. Which one of the following is not a measure of length? 

The correct answer is: D. kilogram 

This is a measurement of weight the others are all units of length. 

 

 

4. What is the length of this nail to the nearest whole number? 

 

The correct answer is: C. 4 cm 

This nail is nearly 4 cm so the length would be rounded up to 4cm. 
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5. If the nearest bus stop is ½ km away, that means it's the same as: 

The correct answer is: C. 500 m 

A kilometre is 1 000 m. ½ km is half of 1 000m which is 500 m 

 

 

6. Which of these items measures closest to 2 metres high? 

The correct answer is: A. A door 

A lamppost would be much taller than 2 metres and the desk and pencil would be smaller. 

 

 

7. What is 575 cm rounded to the nearest 100 centimetres? 

The correct answer is: D. 600cm 

575 cm is nearer to 600 cm than 500 cm. When you round to the nearest 100 you should not 
have anything in the tens column. 

 

 

8. Which one of the following is a non standard measure of length? 

The correct answer is: D. A handspan 

A handspan is not a standard measurement of length since it can vary according to the size of 
the hand. 
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9. If you walked to the local shops and it took you 12 minutes, approximately how far have you 
walked? 

The correct answer is: C. A kilometre 

A kilometre is 1 000 metres and would take about 12 minutes to walk at an average pace. A 
mile takes about 20 minutes to walk at an average pace. 

 

 

10. The deep end of a swimming pool is marked as 1.6 m. 

The correct answer is: B. 1m 60 cm 

Since there are 100 cm in 1 m, 0.6 m is 60 cm 

 

 



 

 

© BBC 2011 

Length and distance quiz 

 

 

 
E3 

Level C 

 

1. How far is it to Calais and back?  

 (distances are in kilometres) 

The correct answer is: C. 440km 

2 × 220 km = 440km (you could also work this out by addition: 220 + 220 = 440) 

 

 

2. What is the length of this nail to the nearest centimetre? 

The correct answer is: D. Cannot tell precisely since measurement needs to start at 0. 

 

3. If you are converting from centimetres to millimetres you: 

The correct answer is: A. Multiply by 10 

 

4. The width of a window is 175 cm. What is its width to the nearest 10 centimetres? 

The correct answer is: D. 180cm 

Following the rules of rounding, if you are rounding to ten and the number ends in 5, you 
round up. Rounding to the nearest 100 would give 200 cm. 
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5. Frank needs to fit a piece of pipe measuring 750 mm. The pipe he has bought is 1 m  long. 

How much should he saw off?  

The correct answer is: A. 250 mm 

1m = 1 000mm 

1 000 mm – 750 mm = 250 mm 

 

 

6. What is the length of this key? 

The correct answer is: C. 5cm 

The key begins at 1 cm and ends at 6 cm so the length is 6 cm – 1cm = 5 cm.  

 

 

7. To get the cheapest postal rate, a letter must be less than 240 mm long. How many 
centimetres is that? 

The correct answer is: C. 24 cm 

To convert mm to cm you need to divide by ten.  

240 ÷ 10 = 24. 
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8. Andy does 10 laps around a 400 m race track.  

How many km does he run? 

The correct answer is: D. 4 km 

He runs 10 × 400 m = 4 000m. 

To convert metres to km divide by 1000, 4 000 ÷ 1 000 = 4. 

 

9. Kemi buys 4 m of fabric to make some curtains. She uses 360 cm. How much fabric does she 
have left? 

The correct answer is: C. 40 cm 

To answer this question convert 4 m to cm. 

There are 100 cm in a metre so 4m = 400 cm 

400 cm – 360 cm= 40 cm left. 

 

10. Amina is having a new fitted kitchen. Her kitchen is 2 m long. Each kitchen unit is 600 mm 
wide. How many units can fit in this space? 

The correct answer is: C. Three 

There are 1000 mm in a metre so 2 m = 2 000 mm. 

2000 ÷ 600 = 3 with some space remaining:  

3 × 600 = 1800 

2000 mm – 1800 mm = 200mm remaining. 

 

 

 


