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Level A 

1. What is 55 - 20? 

A) 75 
B) 30 
C) 35 
D) 20 

 

2. Work out 399 take away 179. 

A) 200 
B) 220 
C) 230 
D) 578 

 

3. What is 1 549 minus 1 299?  

A) 249 
B) 250 
C) 349 
D) 350 

 

4. What’s the difference between 129 and 69?  

A) 60 
B) 59 
C) 50 
D) 90 

 

5. You estimated an answer for a question. Your estimate was 300 but the accurate answer was 
287. How close was your estimate? 

A) My estimate was 13 more than the accurate answer 
B) My estimate was 13 less than the accurate answer 
C) My estimate was 3 more than the accurate answer 
D) My estimate was 3 less than the accurate answer. 
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6. A dishwashing machine in a restaurant can take 60 plates at a time. The kitchen staff have 
already loaded 37. How many more plates can it take?  

A) 33 
B) 23 
C) 13 
D) 43 

 

7. You have planned a day out with your friend. Your friend is going to come over to your place 
at 09:00a.m. She lives an hour away. What time will she need to set off?  

A) 10:00a.m. 
B) 07:00a.m. 
C) 08:00a.m. 
D) 11:00a.m. 

8. There are 17 people waiting for a bus. When the bus arrives it only has room for 13 people. 
How many people will have to wait for the next bus?  

A) 4 
B) 5 
C) 3 
D) 10 

9. A car park has spaces for 80 cars but 120 turn up on a Saturday morning. How many cars 
cannot get into the car park?  

A) 60 
B) 120 
C) 200 
D) 40 

10. A gardener buys 30 metres of fencing for a garden but only uses 22 metres. How much is left 
over?  

A) 18 metres 
B) 8 metres 
C) 52 metres 
D) 6 metres 
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Level B 

 

1. You and your friend go swimming. Your friend swims 150 metres and you swim 400 metres. 
How much further did you swim? 

A) 200 metres 
B) 250 metres 
C) 550 metres 
D) 250 

2. Breakfast cereal is £1.06 for own label and £2.99 for a brand name.  

What could you save by buying the cheaper cereal?  

A) £1.93 
B) £1.83 
C) £2.05 
D) £1.06 

3. You want to go to a theme park for a day. One is 44 kilometres from where you live and 
another is 107 kilometres away. What is the difference between the two distances?  

A) 63 kilometres 
B) 151 kilometres 
C) 53 kilometres 
D) 62 kilometres 

4. What is 1 002 – 401?  

A) 1 403 
B) 603 
C) 601 
D) 600 

5. Margarine is priced at £1.79 or 99p. How much would you save by buying the cheaper 
margarine?  

A) £2.78 
B) £2.79 
C) 89p 
D) 80p 
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6. A piece of elastic is 57 cm long. How far must it be stretched to be 1 m long? 

A) 33 cm 
B) 0.5 m 
C) 53 cm 
D) 43 cm 

7. You have a 3 hour videotape and need to know how many 50 minute programmes you can 
record, and how much blank tape will be left over.  

A) 3 programmes + 30 minutes blank tape 
B) 4 programmes 
C) 3 programmes + 15 minutes blank tape 
D) 2 programmes + 20 minutes blank tape 

8. A notice says ‘Parking allowed between 10:00a.m. and 6:00p.m’. If the parking spaces are 
booked for 2 hours at lunchtime, how many hours of parking are available? 

A) 8 hours 
B) 6 hours 
C) 10 hours 
D) 7 hours 

9. There are 200 homes in a block of flats. If three-quarters of them are occupied, how many are 
empty? 

A) 150 
B) 75 
C) 25 
D) 50 

10. A club sells cola at £1.10 a bottle. If the club pays 60p for each bottle, how much profit do 
they make?  

A) 60p 
B) 40p 
C) 50p 
D) £1 
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Level C 

 

1. Milk is priced at 93p for a 4-pint carton and £1.37 for 6 pints. How much more does 6 pints 
cost?  

A) 44p 
B) 40p 
C) 50p 
D) 43p 

2. Yoghurt can cost from 44p to £1.58 for a similar size tub. What is the price difference between 
these two tubs?  

A) £1.22 
B) £2.02 
C) £1.14 
D) £1.02 

3. Egg prices are 65p a box, or 82p a box for free range. How much more would you pay for free 
range?  

A) 17p 
B) 27p 
C) £1.47 
D) 16p 

4. Look at these prices for fish fillets. Which two prices have a difference of 15p? 

a. 94p  b. £1.17  c. £1.44  d. 83p  e. 68p  

A) a & b 
B) a & c 
C) a & d 
D) d & e 

5. Own label multi-packs of crisps cost £1.29, while brand name multi-packs are £2.78. How 
much could you save by buying a cheaper pack?  

A) £1.50 
B) £1.59 
C) £1.48 
D) £1.49 
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6. A shop buys DVDs for £5 each. It sells them at £8 each, or 3 for £20. How much profit would 
they make on selling 2 DVDs?  

A) £16 
B) £6 
C) £10 
D) £8 

7. A college sports team won 75% of their matches, and drew 5%. The team lost the remainder 
of their matches. What percentage of the matches did the team lose?  

A) 35% 
B) 20% 
C) 25% 
D) 15% 

8. In a quiz you score 3 for a correct answer and -3 for a wrong answer. What would be the 
score for 7 correct and 3 wrong?  

A) 9 
B) 11 
C) 21 
D) 12 

9. A marathon runner won £6 000. Hotel and travel expenses came to £1 500. They also spent 
£100 on local transport and a further £200 on celebrating. How much of their prize money was 
left? 

A) £3 200 
B) £4 500 
C) £4 200 
D) £4 400 

10. A friend wants to buy a music system. There are two ways of paying:  

1) £399 cash  
2) £95 deposit then payments totalling £350  

What is the difference in price?  

A) £46 
B) £36 
C) £49 
D) £146 
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Answer 

Level A 

 

1. What is 55 – 20? 

The correct answer is: C. 35 

55 - 20 is 35 

 

2. Work out 399 take away 179. 

The correct answer is: B. 220  

399 – 179 = 220 

 

3. What is 1 549 minus 1 299?  

The correct answer is: B. 250  

1 549 – 1 299 = 250 

 

4. What’s the difference between 129 and 69?  

The correct answer is: A. 60  

The sum is 129 – 69 = 60 

 

5. You estimated an answer for a question. Your estimate was 300 but the accurate answer was 
287. How close was your estimate? 

The correct answer is: A. My estimate was 13 more than the accurate answer 

The estimate is 13 higher than the accurate answer 

    300 minus 287 = 13 
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6. A dishwashing machine in a restaurant can take 60 plates at a time. The kitchen staff have 
already loaded 37. How many more plates can it take?  

The correct answer is: B. 23  

Did you say 60 – 37 = 23, or count on from 37? 

 

7. You have planned a day out with your friend. Your friend is going to come over to your place 
at 09:00a.m. She lives an hour away. What time will she need to set off?  

The correct answer is: C. 08:00a.m.  

Did you use the subtraction sum 9 – 1 = 8? 

 

8. There are 17 people waiting for a bus. When the bus arrives it only has room for 13 people. 
How many people will have to wait for the next bus?  

The correct answer is: A. 4  

17 – 13 = 4. 

 

9. A car park has spaces for 80 cars but 120 turn up on a Saturday morning. How many cars 
cannot get into the car park?  

The correct answer is: D. 40. The sum is 120 – 80 = 40. 40 cars cannot get into the car park. 

 

10. A gardener buys 30 metres of fencing for a garden but only uses 22 metres. How much is left 
over?  

The correct answer is: B. 8 metres  

The sum is 30 – 22 = 8. 
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Level B 

 

1. You and your friend go swimming. Your friend swims 150 metres and you swim 400 metres. 
How much further did you swim? 

The correct answer is: B. 250 metres  

400 metres – 150 metres = 250 metres. 

 

2. Breakfast cereal is £1.06 for own label and £2.99 for a brand name. What could you save by 
buying the cheaper cereal?  

The correct answer is: A. £1.93. To find how much you will save, the sum is £2.99 - £1.06 = 
£1.93 

 

3. You want to go to a theme park for a day. One is 44 kilometres from where you live and 
another is 107 kilometres away. What is the difference between the two distances?  

The correct answer is: A. 63 kilometres  

107 kilometres – 44 kilometres = 63 kilometres. 

 

4. What is 1 002 - 401?  

The correct answer is: C. 601  

1 002 – 401 = 601. Or you could subtract 1 000 – 400 = 600 and 2 – 1 = 1; then add together 
600 and 1. 

 

5. Margarine is priced at £1.79 or 99p. How much would you save by buying the cheaper 
margarine?  

The correct answer is: D. 80p  

To find how much you will save the sum is £1.79 – 99p = 80p 
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6. A piece of elastic is 57 cm long. How far must it be stretched to be 1 m long? 

The correct answer is: D. 43 cm. Change the 1 metre to cms then do the subtraction 100 – 57 
= 43. 

 

7. You have a 3 hour videotape and need to know how many 50 minute programmes you can 
record, and how much blank tape will be left over.  

The correct answer is: A. 3 programmes + 30 minutes blank tape  

The programme is 10 minutes less than 1 hour, so you could record 3 programmes with 3 lots 
of 10 minutes left over. 

 

8. A notice says ‘Parking allowed between 10:00a.m. and 6:00p.m’. If the parking spaces are 
booked for 2 hours at lunchtime, how many hours of parking are available? 

The correct answer is: B. 6 hours. Count 2 hours to 12:00noon, then 6 hours to 06:00p.m. 
making 8 hours in total. Then take off 2 hours, leaving 6 hours of parking time. 

 

9. There are 200 homes in a block of flats. If three-quarters of them are occupied, how many are 
empty? 

The correct answer is: D. 50.  

3/4 of 200 is 150. 

200 – 150 = 50 empty homes 

 

10. A club sells cola at £1.10 a bottle. If the club pays 60p for each bottle, how much profit do 
they make?  

The correct answer is: C. 50p.  

£1.10 - 60p = 50p profit 
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Level C 

 

1. Milk is priced at 93p for a 4-pint carton and £1.37 for 6 pints. How much more does 6 pints 
cost?  

The correct answer is: A. 44p  

£1.37 – 93p = 44p. 

 

2. Yoghurt can cost from 44p to £1.58 for a similar size tub. What is the price difference between 
these two tubs?  

The correct answer is: C. £1.14  

£1.58 – 44p = £1.14 

 

3. Egg prices are 65p a box, or 82p a box for free range. How much more would you pay for free 
range?  

The correct answer is: A. 17p  

82p – 65p = 17p. 

 

4. Look at these prices for fish fillets. Which two prices have a difference of 15p? 

a. 94p  b. £1.17  c. £1.44  d. 83p  e. 68p  

The correct answer is: D. d & e, because 83p – 68p = 15p. 

 

5. Own label multi-packs of crisps cost £1.29, while brand name multi-packs are £2.78. How 
much could you save by buying a cheaper pack?  

The correct answer is: D. £1.49  

To find how much you will save the sum is £2.78 – £1.29 = £1.49 
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6. A shop buys DVDs for £5 each. It sells them at £8 each, or 3 for £20. How much profit would 
they make on selling 2 DVDs?  

The correct answer is: B. £6. If the shop buys in at £5 and sells at £8, then they will make £3 
profit on each single sale.  

For two sales the profit will be £6. 

 

7. A college sports team won 75% of their matches, and drew 5%. The team lost the remainder 
of their matches. What percentage of the matches did the team lose?  

The correct answer is: B. 20%.   

100%(all matches) - 75%(wins) - 5%(draws) = 20%(lost) 

So 20% of the team’s matches were lost. 

 

8. In a quiz you score 3 for a correct answer and  minus 3 for a wrong answer. What would be 
the score for 7 correct and 3 wrong?  

The correct answer is: D. 12. 

7 × 3 = 21 scored for correct answers. 

3 × -3 for wrong answers = -9. 

So 21 – 9 = 12. 
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9. A marathon runner won £6 000. Hotel and travel expenses came to £1 500. She spent £100 
on local transport and a further £200 on celebrating. How much of the prize money was left? 

The correct answer is: C. £4 200. 

Did you use repeated subtraction?  

6 000 – 1 500 = 4 500  
4 500 – 100 = 4 400  
4 400 – 200 = 4 200 

 

10. A friend wants to buy a music system. There are two ways of paying:  

1) £399 cash  
2) £95 deposit then payments totalling £350  

What is the difference in price?  

The correct answer is: A. £46. For option 2 the total amount payable will be 

£99 + £350 = £445 

The difference in price will be the difference between £399 and £445, which is £46. 

 


