
He stood for a moment, marvelling at the ambition of 
the Silurian race. To work so hard to ensure that they 
survived, only to find that others had taken advantage 
of their absence. To find a race in charge that had been 
nothing but primitive apes when they had started their 
long sleep.

(page 81)

How do you think the human race will 

change over the next hundred years?

If you could travel in time, which 

era and place would you go to?

Then the newspaper on the desk 
caught her eye. The picture of 
Rick Pelham’s grinning face 
leered out at her. She had grown 
up watching men like him 
destroy the planet. That was why 
she had joined the Wholeweal 
protest group in the first place. It 
was time to fight back.

(page 21)

Did you know?
•   As well as being a writer, Mike Tucker (pictured right) also runs a special effects company 

and is responsible for many of the special effects in the Doctor Who TV show. He received 
a BAFTA for his special effects work in 2006. 

•    The Silurians first appeared on TV in an episode called Doctor Who and the Silurians, 
broadcast in 1970. 2013 is the 50th anniversary of Doctor Who’s first broadcast in 1963. 

•   The coldest temperature ever recorded on Earth was -89 degrees Celsius at Vostok, a 
Russian research base in the Antarctic.

He’d been a bouncer at a Croydon nightclub, but the club had been steadily losing money and customers, until everyone had been laid off. He tried to get another job in London, but there didn’t seem to be anything about.
(page 5)
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The Doctor watched as sailors unlashed a helicopter 

from the deck of the tanker. He was worried. He’d been 

concerned before he had come out here. Pelham’s discovery 

of a new super-fuel had been all over the newspapers, but it 

all seemed too good to be true. (page 11)

Get talking

Why do you think the Doctor is sceptical 

of the new super-fuel, Fire Ice?

Do you think humans are causing climate change?

What do you think of 
environmental activists like Lizzie and Wholeweal?

How can people make 
positive changes?

What do you think made Bob Clamp 
swap life in London for the Antarctica?

What would make you move to a different place on Earth?

You can find more book questions on  
bbc.co.uk/quickreads

bbc.co.uk/quickreads 
© 2013

...about Doctor Who: The Silurian Gift


