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Quiz 

Formal and informal 

speaking 

Level A 

Circle the right answer for each question. 

 

1) Which of these words is closest in meaning to 'formal'? 

A) old 

B) official 

C) relaxed 

D) quiet 
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2) Which of these words is closest in meaning to 'informal'? 

A) kind 

B) small 

C) relaxed 

D) quiet 

3) Which of these would most people use with their children? 

A) formal language 

B) informal language 

 

4) Which of these would most people use in a court of law? 

A) formal language 

B) informal language 

 

5) Which word is more likely to be used in formal situations? 

A) get 

B) receive 
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6) Which phrase is more likely to be used in an informal situation? 

A) Thanks! 

B) Thank you very much indeed. 



 

Entry 1 & 2 Quiz bbc.co.uk/skillswise   © BBC 2012 

Page 4 of 13 

Quiz 

Formal and informal 

speaking 

Level B 

Circle the right answer for each question. 

 

1) Which of these is more formal? 

A) Would you mind opening the window? 

B) Do us a favour, open the window. 

 

2) Which of these is more informal? 

A) What's the time? 

B) Excuse me, do you happen to have the time? 
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3) Which of these sounds as if a person is asking for a more difficult 

favour? 

A) Can you lend me that book? 

B) Is there any chance that I would be able to borrow that book? 

 

4) Which phrase is more likely to be used in formal situations? 

A) dispose of 

B) throw away 

 

5) Which of these is more informal? 

A) See you later! 

B) I look forward to seeing you again soon. 

 

6) Which of these is more formal? 

A) Hiya! 

B) Good morning 
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Quiz 

Formal and informal 

speaking 

Level C 

Circle the right answer for each question. 

 

1) Which of these words is more informal? 

A) require 

B) need 

 

2) Which of these is more formal? 

A) Please report to reception. 

B) Just go to reception. 
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3) Which of these is more informal? 

A) Can't wait to see you. 

B) I'm looking forward to seeing you again soon. 

 

4) Which of these words is more formal? 

A) buy 

B) purchase 

 

5) What most affects the way we talk to someone? 

A) how well we know them 

B) what mood we are in 

C) the weather 

 

6) Why is it important to know when to use formal or informal language? 

A) It's easier. 

B) We want to be more polite with people we don't know so 

well. 

C) It's cheaper. 
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Quiz - answers 

Formal and informal 

speaking 

Level A 

 

1) Which of these words is closest in meaning to 'formal'? 

The correct answer is B. 'Official' is the closest in meaning to 'formal'. 

 

2) Which of these words is closest in meaning to 'informal'? 

The correct answer is C. The word closest in meaning to 'informal' is 

'relaxed'. 

 

3) Which of these would most people use with their children? 

The correct answer is B. Most people would use informal language 

with their children. 
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4) Which of these would most people use in a court of law? 

The correct answer is A. Most people would use formal language in a 

court of law. 

 

5) Which word is more likely to be used in formal situations? 

The correct answer is B. The word 'receive' is more likely to be used 

in formal situations. 

 

6) Which phrase is more likely to be used in an informal situation? 

The correct answer is A. The word 'Thanks!' is more likely to be used 

in an informal situation. 
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Quiz - answers 

Formal and informal 

speaking 

Level B 

 

1) Which of these is more formal? 

The correct answer is A. 'Would you mind opening the window?' is 

more formal. 

 

2) Which of these is more informal? 

The correct answer is A. 'What's the time?' is more informal. 

 

3) Which of these sounds as if a person is asking for a more difficult 

favour? 

The correct answer is B. 'Is there any chance that I would be able to 

borrow that book?' sounds as if a person is asking for a more difficult 

favour. 
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4) Which phrase is more likely to be used in formal situations? 

The correct answer is A. The phrase 'dispose of' is more likely to be 

used in a formal situation. 

 

5) Which of these is more informal? 

The correct answer is A. 'See you later!' is more informal. 

 

6) Which of these is more formal? 

The correct answer is B. 'Good morning' is more formal. 
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Quiz - answers 

Formal and informal 

speaking 

Level C 

 

1) Which of these words is more informal? 

The correct answer is B. The word that is more informal is 'need'. 

 

2) Which of these is more formal? 

The correct answer is A. 'Please report to reception.' is more formal. 

 

3) Which of these is more informal? 

The correct answer is A. 'Can't wait to see you.' is more informal. 

 

4) Which of these words is more formal? 

The correct answer is B. The more formal word is 'purchase'. 
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5) What most affects the way we talk to someone? 

The correct answer is A. The way we talk to someone depends on 

how well we know them. 

 

6) Why is it important to know when to use formal or informal language? 

The correct answer is B. We want to be more polite with people we 

don't know so well. 

 

 


