
 

 

Memory aids quiz 

 
E3 

© BBC 2011 

Level A 

 

1. Odd one out: look quickly to find the word which is different. 

A) shop 
B) shop 
C) slop 
D) shop 

2. Odd one out: look quickly to find the word which is spelled wrongly. 

A) except 
B) except 
C) except 
D) ecxept 

3. Odd one out: look quickly to find the word which is different. 

A) practise 
B) practice 
C) practise 
D) practise 

4. Odd one out: look quickly to find the word which is spelled wrongly. 

A) dangerus 
B) dangerous 
C) dangerous 
D) dangerous 

5. Odd one out: look quickly to find the word which is spelled wrongly. 

A) helpfully 
B) helpfully 
C) helpfully 
D) helpfuly 

6. Which prefix can you add to -tell to make a word that means tell again? 

A) un- 
B) dis- 
C) re- 
D) pre 
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7. Which prefix can you add to ambitious to make a word that means the opposite? 

A) un- 
B) dis- 
C) re- 
D) pre- 

8. Which prefix can you add to trust to make a word that means the opposite? 

A) un- 
B) dis- 
C) re- 
D) pre- 

9. Which prefix can you add to diction to make a word that means a forecast of what is going to 
happen in the future? 

A) un- 
B) dis- 
C) re- 
D) pre- 

10. Which of these pre-fixes cannot be added to do to make a new word? 

A) un- 
B) dis- 
C) re- 
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1. Which suffix can you add to comfort to make it into an adjective? 

A) ful 
B) ness 
C) able 
D) ly 

2. Which suffix can you add to electric to make it into an occupation? 

A) ion 
B) ian 
C) ally 
D) able 

3. Which suffix can be added to digest to make a word that means easy to digest? 

A) able 
B) full 
C) ible 
D) ness 

4. Which suffix cannot be added to act to make a meaningful word? 

A) ion 
B) ive 
C) or 
D) full 

5. How many syllables are there in photographer? 

A) two 
B) three 
C) four 
D) five 

6. How many syllables are there in inspirational? 

A) three 
B) four 
C) five 
D) six 
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7. Which of these words has five syllables? 

A) generations 
B) separation 
C) interpretation 
D) misinterpretation 

8. Which of these words doesn't have four syllables? 

A) participate 
B) exhibition 
C) painkiller 
D) disadvantage 

9. Sandwich has the word sand within it.  Which of these words doesn't have another word 
within it? 

A) giraffe 
B) colour 
C) advantage 
D) penalty 

10. Important has the words port and ant within it.  Which of these words doesn't have any words 
within it? 

A) animated 
B) laugh 
C) understanding 
D) spelling 
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1. Mnemonics are memory aids that can help you remember tricky spellings.  One collar (c) and 
two socks (s) can help you remember the spelling of ... 

A) uncles 
B) necessary 
C) necklaces 

2. i before e except after c can help with the spelling of ... 

A) deceive 
B) discrete 
C) direct 

3. Which is the correct spelling? 

A) beleive 
B) believe 
C) beilive 

4. Which is the correct spelling? 

A) receipt 
B) reciept 
C) reicept 

5. ‘Big elephants can always understand small elephants’ could help you remember how to spell  

A) beautiful 
B) because 
C) beacon 

6. Which one of these words that look similar sounds different? 

A) four 
B) pour 
C) hour 
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7. All these words have the consonant blend ‘ch’.  In which word does the ‘ch’ blend have a 
different sound? 

A) touched 
B) machine 
C) much 
D) church 

8. All these words have the consonant blend ‘th’.  In which word does the ‘th’ blend have a 
different sound? 

A) thin 
B) think 
C) thank 
D) then 

9. Which one of these words that look similar sounds different? 

A) plough 
B) bough 
C) though 

10. Which one of these words that look similar sounds different? 

A) enough 
B) tough 
C) cough 
D) rough 
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Answers 

Level A 

 

1. Odd one out: look quickly to find the word which is different. 

The correct answer is: C. The odd one out is 'slop'. 

 

2. Odd one out: look quickly to find the word which is spelled wrongly. 

The correct answer is: D. The odd one out is 'ecxept'. 

 

3. Odd one out: look quickly to find the word which is different. 

The correct answer is: B. The odd one out is 'practice'. 

 

4. Odd one out: look quickly to find the word which is spelled wrongly. 

The correct answer is: A. The odd one out is 'dangerus'. 

 

5. Odd one out: look quickly to find the word which is spelled wrongly. 

The correct answer is: D. The odd one out is 'helpfuly' 

 

6. Which prefix can you add to -tell to make a word that means tell again? 

The correct answer is: C. The answer is 're-'.  Adding re to tell makes retell. 

 

7. Which prefix can you add to ambitious to make a word that means the opposite? 

The correct answer is: A. The answer is 'un-'.  Adding un- to ambitious makes unambitious. 
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8. Which prefix can you add to trust to make a word that means the opposite? 

The correct answer is: B. The answer is 'dis-'.  Adding dis- to trust makes distrust. 

 

9. Which prefix can you add to diction to make a word that means a forecast of what is going to 
happen in the future? 

The correct answer is: D. The answer is 'pre-'.  Adding pre- to diction makes prediction. 

 

10. Which of these pre-fixes cannot be added to do to make a new word? 

The correct answer is: B. The answer is 'dis-'.  Undo and redo are meaningful words but disdo 
doesn't make sense. 
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1. Which suffix can you add to comfort to make it into an adjective? 

The correct answer is: C. The answer is '-able'. The adjective is comfortable. 

 

2. Which suffix can you add to electric to make it into an occupation? 

The correct answer is: B. The answer is '-ian'.  The occupation is electrician. 

 

3. Which suffix can be added to digest to make a word that means easy to digest? 

The correct answer is: C. The answer is '-ible'.  Adding -ible to digest makes digestible. 

 

4. Which suffix cannot be added to act to make a meaningful word? 

The correct answer is: D. The answer is '-full'.  Action, active and actor are meaningful words, 
actfull doesn't make sense. 

 

5. How many syllables are there in photographer? 

The correct answer is: C. There are four syllables: pho - to - graph-er 

 

6. How many syllables are there in inspirational? 

The correct answer is: C. There are five syllables: in-spir-a-tion-al. 

 

7. Which of these words has five syllables? 

The correct answer is: C. The answer is interpretation.  Int-er-pre-ta-tion has five syllables. 
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8. Which of these words doesn't have four syllables? 

The correct answer is: C. The answer is painkiller.  Pain-kill-er has three syllables. 

 

9. Sandwich has the word sand within it.  Which of these words doesn't have another word 
within it? 

The correct answer is: A. There are no words within giraffe. Colour contains our. Advantage 
contains van and age. Penalty contains pen and penal. 

 

10. Important has the words port and ant within it.  Which of these words doesn't have any words 
within it? 

The correct answer is: B. There are no words within laugh. Animated contains ate, mate and 
mated. Understanding contains stand, standing and in. Spelling contains spell and in. 
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Level C 

 

1. Mnemonics are memory aids that can help you remember tricky spellings.  One collar (c) and 
two socks (s) can help you remember the spelling of ... 

The correct answer is: B. The answer is necessary which has one c and two ss 

 

2. i before e except after c can help with the spelling of ... 

The correct answer is: A. The answer is deceive.  The i comes after c so the order is ei 

 

3. Which is the correct spelling? 

The correct answer is: B. The answer is believe.  There is no c in believe so i comes before e. 

 

4. Which is the correct spelling? 

The correct answer is: A. The answer is receipt.  The i comes after c so the order is ei 

 

5. ‘Big elephants can always understand small elephants’ could help you remember how to 
spell: 

The correct answer is: B. The answer is because.  Big elephants can always understand 
small elephants. 

 

6. Which one of these words that look similar sounds different? 

The correct answer is: C. The answer is hour.  Hour sounds more like flower. The other words 
sound like door. 
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7. All these words have the consonant blend ‘ch’.  In which word does the ‘ch’ blend have a 
different sound? 

The correct answer is: B. The answer is machine.  The ‘ch’ in machine sounds more like ‘sh’. 

 

8. All these words have the consonant blend ‘the’.  In which word does the ‘the’ blend have a 
different sound? 

The correct answer is: D. The answer is then.  The ‘the’ blend in then is voiced, in the other 
words it is unvoiced. (Hold your hand against your throat while saying the words to feel the 
difference). 

 

9. Which one of these words that look similar sounds different? 

The correct answer is: C. The answer is though.  Though sounds like go, the other words 
sound like cow. 

 

10. Which one of these words that look similar sounds different? 

The correct answer is: C. The answer is cough.  Cough sounds like toff. The other words sound 
like ruff. 

 


