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Level A 

 

1. Joined-up writing is the same as 

A) printing individual letters 
B) cursive writing 
C) joining capital and lower case letters 

2. True or false: Your handwriting is unique to you? 

A) True 
B) False 

3. True or false: There are handwriting fonts (or typefaces) you can use on the computer? 

A) True 
B) False 

4. Practising your handwriting can improve the content of your writing by 

A) making it look better 
B) freeing your mind to think about what you want to say 
C) practising spellings 

5. True or false: In English handwriting, most letters join diagonally? 

A) True 
B) False 

6. A diagonal join means 

A) joining the bottom of one letter to the top of the next 
B) joining the top of one letter to the top of the next 
C) joining capital and lower case letters 

7. A horizontal join means 

A) joining the bottom of one letter to the top of the next 
B) joining the top of one letter to the top of the next 
C) joining a capital letter to a lower case letter 
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8. Writing in capital letters is the same as writing in 

A) upper case 
B) lower case 
C) italics 

9. Upper case letters are written in 

A) small letters 
B) italics 
C) capital letters 

10. Lower case letters are written in 

A) small letters 
B) italics 
C) capital letters 
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Level B 

 

1. True or false: Samples of handwriting have been used as evidence in court cases. 

A) True 
B) False 

2. Graphology is the science of 

A) reading maps 
B) handwriting 
C) drawing graphs 

3. True or false? Handwriting is important when learning to spell. 

A) True 
B) False 

4. Calligraphy is the art of: 

A) handwriting 
B) drawing 
C) using pens 

5. A scribe is: 

A) someone who knows religious teaching 
B) an artist 
C) someone who writes for someone else 

6. Left-handed writers need to have light coming from: 

A) their left hand side 
B) their right hand side 
C) it doesn't matter 

7. Right handed writers need to ensure light is coming from: 

A) their left hand side 
B) their right hand side 
C) it doesn't matter 
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8. If your handwriting is legible, this means that it is: 

A) difficult to read 
B) easy to read 
C) all the letters are the same size 

9. Some letters are tall and go above the line on a page. These are called: 

A) descenders 
B) ascenders 
C) highlighters 

10. Some letters have tails and go below the line on a page. These are called: 

A) ascenders 
B) lowlighters 
C) descenders 
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1. True or false? Rounded letters should all be the same size and have the same shape. 

A) True 
B) False 

2. True or false? You always need to complete a form in capital letters. 

A) True 
B) False 

3. True or false? The size of the letters is not important in the look of your writing. 

A) True 
B) False 

4. When handwriting, it is best not to slope your letters. 

A) True 
B) False 

5. True or false? Writing numbers is not as important as writing letters. 

A) True 
B) False 

6. People who can write equally well with their right and left hands are called: 

A) ambidextrous 
B) amphibious 
C) ambivalent 

7. True or false? More people are left-handed than right-handed. 

A) True 
B) False 

8. True or false? With the widespread use of computers, employers are not concerned about 
employees' handwriting. 

A) True 
B) False 
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9. Writing regularly by hand helps us to remember how words are formed.  This kind of memory 
is called: 

A) auditory memory 
B) motor memory 
C) visual memory 

10. True or false? Handwriting can train the hand to link letter strings together,        e.g. -ing 

A) True 
B) False 
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Answers 

Level A 

 

1. Joined-up writing is the same as: 

The correct answer is: B. Cursive writing is the same as joined-up writing.  It is any style of 
handwriting in which the letters of a word are joined together. 

 

2. True or false: Your handwriting is unique to you? 

The correct answer is: A. True. Each person has their own style of writing which is unique to 
them. 

 

3. True or false: There are handwriting fonts (or typefaces) you can use on the computer? 

The correct answer is: A. True. There is a large number of different fonts you can use when 
word processing, including some fonts that look like handwriting. 

 

4. Practising your handwriting can improve the content of your writing by: 

The correct answer is: B. True. Practising your handwriting helps it become automatic so it is 
easier to concentrate on what you want to say in your writing. 

 

5. True or false: In English handwriting, most letters join diagonally? 

The correct answer is: A. True. Most letters join diagonally, e.g. Girl 

 

6. A diagonal join means: 

The correct answer is: A. 'Diagonal joins' means  joining the bottom of one letter to the top of 

the next, e.g. Hand 



 

 

Handwriting – quiz answers 

 
E3 

© BBC 2011 

 

7. A horizontal join means: 

The correct answer is: B. A horizontal join is the same as joining the top of one letter to the 

top of the next, e.g.  Rod 

 

8. Writing in capital letters is the same as writing in: 

The correct answer is: A. Upper case and capitals or block capitals all mean the same thing. 

 

9. Upper case letters are written in: 

The correct answer is: C. Upper case letters means the same as capitals. 

 

10. Lower case letters are written in: 

The correct answer is: A. Lower case letters means the same as small letters. 

 



 

 

Handwriting – quiz answers 

 
E3 

© BBC 2011 

Level B 

 

1. True or false: Samples of handwriting have been used as evidence in court cases. 

The correct answer is: A. True. Because each person's handwriting is unique, it is possible to 
get a good idea about who wrote a particular text, such as a letter, and to use this as 
evidence in court. 

 

2. Graphology is the science of: 

The correct answer is: B. Graphology is the study of handwriting to produce a personality 
profile of the writer. 

 

3. True or false? Handwriting is important when learning to spell. 

The correct answer is: A. True. Joining letters together helps us remember the order of the 
letters as we remember the flow of the writing. 

 

4. Calligraphy is the art of: 

The correct answer is: C. Calligraphy is sometimes called the art of fancy lettering. 

 

5. A scribe is: 

The correct answer is: C. A scribe is someone who will normally write down exactly what he 
or she is told, rather than making up their own story. 

 

6. Left-handed writers need to have light coming from: 

The correct answer is: B. If you are left-handed, you will need to have light coming from the 
right. 
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7. Right handed writers need to ensure light is coming from: 

The correct answer is: A. If you are right-handed, you need to ensure that light is coming from 
the left. 

 

8. If your handwriting is legible, this means that it is: 

The correct answer is: B. Legible means that it is easy to read which could be helped by  all 
the letters being  the same size. 

 

9. Some letters are tall and go above the line on a page. These are called: 

The correct answer is: B. Ascenders. To ascend' means ' to go up' - tall letters go higher on 
the page. 

 

10. Some letters have tails and go below the line on a page. These are called: 

The correct answer is: C. Descenders. Letters that have tails go below other letters (or below 
the line if you are writing on a lined page). 

 



 

 

Handwriting – quiz answers 

 
E3 

© BBC 2011 

Level C 

 

1. True or false? Rounded letters should all be the same size and have the same shape. 

The correct answer is: A. True. Good handwriting has evenly spaced letters that are easy to 
read. 

 

2. True or false? You always need to complete a form in capital letters. 

The correct answer is: B. False. When filling in a form, it is important to follow the instructions.  
There may be just one section where capital letters are required. 

 

3. True or false? The size of the letters is not important in the look of your writing. 

The correct answer is: B. False. The size and shape of letters make a big difference when 
reading someone's handwritten text. 

 

4. When handwriting, it is best not to slope your letters. 

The correct answer is: B. False. Part of what makes everyone's handwriting unique is how 
they form letters and whether they write letters upright, or slope letters to the right or the left. 

 

5. True or false? Writing numbers is not as important as writing letters. 

The correct answer is: B. False. Numbers or figures can be difficult to read if they are not 
formed correctly.  Numbers need to be the same height and evenly spaced. 

 

6. People who can write equally well with their right and left hands are called: 

The correct answer is: A. There are very few people who are ambidextrous, writing just as 
well with their right or left hand. 



 

 

Handwriting – quiz answers 

 
E3 

© BBC 2011 

 

7. True or false? More people are left-handed than right-handed. 

The correct answer is: B. False. Less than one person in five is left-handed. 

 

8. True or false? With the widespread use of computers, employers are not concerned about 
employees' handwriting. 

The correct answer is: B. False. Employers generally point out lots of situations in their 
industries when good handwriting is very important, e.g. writing notes, messages or reports. 

 

9. Writing regularly by hand helps us to remember how words are formed.  This kind of memory 
is called: 

The correct answer is: B. Motor memory is the memory of movement, e.g. when we walk a 
short distance home, we may not think about it because our body has already been 
programmed and knows the movements we need to make in order to get home. 

 

10. True or false? Handwriting can train the hand to link letter strings together,        e.g. -ing 

The correct answer is: A. True. It is useful to practise spellings at the same time as practising 
handwriting because joining letters in words helps us to remember common letter patterns. 
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