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“...a stunning concert season that 
any orchestra in the world would 
be proud to present.”

The rich variety on offer, which includes timeless 
classics alongside new BBC Commissions, is 
presented through four distinctive themes: 
Romantics Unbound; This Sceptred Isle; Sacred and 
Profane and Flights of Inspiration. Such a choice 
assortment makes it hard to single out any one 
concert, but surely no-one will want to miss 
Donald Runnicles conducting the First Act of 
Wagner’s Die Walküre, the Brahms Deutsches 
Requiem, or music by Ravel and Debussy. 
Symphonies by Elgar and Walton, conducted 
by Ilan Volkov and Martyn Brabbins, form the 
backbone of our British music series.  And with 
soloists including Janine Jansen, Nicola Benedetti, 
Steven Osborne and Nelson Freire, each and 
every concert offers something special to look 
forward to.

We very much hope you can join us!

Gavin Reid 
Director

75 years ago, on 3 December 1935, the BBC 
Scottish Symphony Orchestra switched on 
the red light for its inaugural broadcast and 
so began the history of one of Europe’s finest 
orchestras. We welcome you to join our 
birthday celebrations in what promises to be 
a stunning concert season that any orchestra 
in the world would be proud to present. Our 
illustrious Chief Conductor Donald Runnicles, 
in his second season with the BBC SSO, is 
joined by Principal Guest Conductor Ilan 
Volkov, recently appointed Associate Guest 
Conductor Andrew Manze and newest family 
member Matthias Pintscher, to lead what is sure 
to be some wonderfully insightful and exciting 
performances in the acclaimed acoustics of 
Glasgow’s City Halls.



All concerts will be recorded 
for future transmission, or 
broadcast live on BBC Radio 3.bbc.co.uk/radio3

ROMAntICS UnBOUnD 

Explores the unbridled passion of the great 
19th century composers, headed by Wagner, 
Brahms and Beethoven, with the added spice of 
a pair of new pieces from Scottish composers 
that pay homage to Brahms.

thIS SCEPtRED ISLE

Four superb programmes of British music 
featuring both of Walton’s brilliant symphonies, 
Elgar’s magnificent Second, and Britten’s 
Piano Concerto in the hands of its finest living 
exponent, Steven Osborne. Nicola Benedetti 
plays the Beethoven Violin Concerto for the first 
time in Scotland in our special 75th Birthday 
Concert, and the exceptionally talented young 
Scots composer Helen Grime contributes a 
birthday commission.

SACRED AnD PROfAnE

For several centuries, composers have 
expressed some of their most profoundly 
spiritual thoughts through purely orchestral 
works. This series explores that concept 
through pieces like Elgar’s elegiac Cello 
Concerto and Bruckner’s powerful Fifth 
Symphony - a monumental testimony both to 
his deep faith and his personal life’s struggle.

fLIGhtS Of InSPIRAtIOn

Great artists have always found inspiration in 
many different ways - from religious faith or 
literature to the financial support of a patron.  
This series includes music by composers 
as diverse as Tchaikovsky, Bartók, Debussy 
and Harrison Birtwistle, together with 
contributions from marvellous soloists like 
Håkan Hardenberger, Karen Cargill and 
Lynn Harrell.

PRELUDES AnD CODAS 

Take advantage of these popular pre- and 
post-concert events which are completely 
FREE OF CHARGE to ticket-holders. A great 
opportunity to learn something about the 
music and musicians, or to enjoy a little extra 
music from some of our soloists after the 
main programme. All are entirely optional, but 
a great way to make the most of your evening 
at City Halls.

 Pre-Concert Prelude: Prelude events run 
between 6.45pm and approximately 7.10pm, 
except for This Sceptred Isle concerts when 
Preludes will start at 6.15pm. They are held in 
the Recital Room.

 Post-Concert Coda: Coda events begin 
approximately 10 minutes after the end of the 
main concert and are held in the Grand Hall. 
Please note there will be no Coda event after 
the concerts on Thursdays: 30 September, 18 
November, 27 January and 10 February.

DISCOVERInG MUSIC

In addition to the Thursday Night Series, we 
have programmed four afternoon concerts 
to complement this season’s main themes. 
Discovering Music explores pieces of music in 
detail and, this season, provides a wonderful 
opportunity to sample works by Brahms, Elgar 
and Messiaen. These events are all free of 
charge. Please see inside back cover for more 
information.

Denotes that concert will be 
broadcast live at 7.00pm.



Elizabeth Layton - leader



thURSDAy, 30 SEPtEMBER, 7.30PM  

ROMAntICS UnBOUnD 

SIBELIUS VIOLIN CONCERTO   
WAGnER ACT I: ‘DIE WALKüRE’ 
(CONCERT PERFORMANCE, SuNG IN GERMAN)

JAnInE JAnSEn VIOLIN
hEIDI MELtOn SOPRANO (Sieglinde)
StUARt SkELtOn TENOR (Siegmund)
REInhARD hAGEn BASS (Hunding)

DOnALD RUnnICLES CONDuCTOR 

The epic drama of love and power in Wagner’s 
Ring cycle is perhaps at its most movingly human 
in the second instalment, The Valkyrie. The stormy 
passion of Sieglinde and Siegmund’s love affair 
dominates Act 1 and here makes a wonderful start 
to the BBC SSO’s season. In Donald Runnicles, the 
orchestra is fortunate to have a world renowned 
Wagnerian as its Chief Conductor and, aided by 
three fine singers, he will bring all his experience 
and mastery to bear on this great work. As if 
that wasn’t enough, outstanding young violinist 
Janine Jansen joins him for another tempestuous 
Romantic masterwork, Sibelius’s Violin Concerto. 

 6.45pm in the Recital Room
James Naughtie, presenter of BBC Radio 4’s Today 
programme since 1994, and passionate opera-
lover, in conversation with Donald Runnicles, 
Chief Conductor BBC SSO.

NB there will be no Coda after this concert

thURSDAy, 7 OCtOBER, 7.30PM 

ROMAntICS UnBOUnD

BERLIOz OVERTuRE:  
BéATRICE ET BéNéDICT 
BRAhMS VIOLIN CONCERTO 
BEEthOVEn SyMPHONy NO.3 ‘EROICA’ 

JAnInE JAnSEn VIOLIN
DOnALD RUnnICLES CONDuCTOR 

Beethoven’s Eroica Symphony was conceived 
on a truly ‘heroic’ scale - it’s by far the biggest 
symphony ever composed up to that time. 
Originally meant as a tribute to Napoleon, 
Beethoven famously retracted the dedication, 
disillusioned by Napoleon’s megalomania. 
However the music endures as a universal 
homage to the noblest aspirations of man, with 
the power to overawe the listener through the 
intensity of its drama. Donald Runnicles opens 
the concert with Berlioz’s sparkling overture 
to his opera Béatrice et Bénédict, based on 
Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing. And, 
recently described as ‘sensationally good’ by The 
Sunday Times, the young Dutch violinist Janine 
Jansen joins the orchestra for Brahms’ great Violin 
Concerto. 

 6.45pm in the Recital Room
Professor Barry Cooper of the university of 
Manchester, and one of the world’s leading 
experts on the music of Beethoven, explores 
the ‘Eroica’ Symphony.

 approx. 10 minutes after main concert 
Pianist Scott Mitchell plays the Fantasien, Op.116 
by Brahms.

Concert 1 Concert 2

“I am foNd of them, of the INfeRIoR BeINGS of  
the aBySS, of thoSe who aRe full of loNGING.” 

RICHARD WAGNER

04&05



Yann Ghiro - principal clarinet



thURSDAy, 4 nOVEMBER, 7.30PM  

ROMAntICS UnBOUnD

SALLy BEAMISh HOMAGE à BRAHMS 
(WORLD PREMIERE)
MOzARt PIANO CONCERTO NO.17, K.453 
BRAhMS SyMPHONy NO.4 

ROnALD BRAUtIGAM PIANO
AnDREW MAnzE CONDuCTOR 

Ronald Brautigam’s deserved reputation as 
an insightful, stylish interpreter of Mozart and 
Beethoven promises an outstanding performance 
of Mozart’s beautiful G major Piano Concerto. Of 
course he will be ably partnered by the BBC SSO’s 
new Associate Guest Conductor Andrew Manze. 
His first concert in his new position climaxes 
with a late-Romantic masterpiece in Brahms’ 
Fourth Symphony. To open it:  a new piece by 
one of Scotland’s leading composers, which both 
celebrates the orchestra’s 75th Birthday and pays 
tribute to Brahms.

 6.45pm in the Recital Room
Andrew Manze and Sally Beamish 
discuss tonight’s programme, as well as its  
new commission, with Gavin Reid, Director  
BBC SSO.

 approx. 10 minutes after main concert  
Ronald Brautigam gives a short solo recital.

thURSDAy, 18 nOVEMBER, 7.00PM* 

thIS SCEPtRED ISLE 

WALtOn SyMPHONy NO.2 
BRIttEn LES ILLuMINATIONS
ELGAR IN THE SOuTH (ALASSIO)
BRIttEn/MAtthEWS THREE SONGS 
FROM LES ILLuMINATIONS

SUSAn GRIttOn SOPRANO
MARtyn BRABBInS CONDuCTOR 

Martyn Brabbins kicks off the BBC SSO’s British 
music series with a fine symphony that has been 
unfairly neglected since its unsuccessful 1960 
premiere. However, Walton’s Second Symphony 
has been making a comeback in recent years as 
an eloquent late flowering of the composer’s 
inspiration. Britten’s Les illuminations, settings of 
poems by Rimbaud, encompasses an enormous 
dramatic range, from biting wit to deep pathos. 
Elgar’s ‘concert overture’ In the South is actually 
a big, dynamic symphonic movement, a fitting 
climax to the second part of this three-part 
programme. Susan Gritton ends with the first 
concert performance of three extra songs 
that Britten left out of the published score 
of Les illuminations, which have recently been 
orchestrated by Colin Matthews.

Please note early start time* 

 6.15pm in the Recital Room
Composer Colin Matthews talks to Martyn 
Brabbins about his work on Benjamin Britten’s 
newly-orchestrated songs.

NB there will be no Coda after this concert

Concert 3 Concert 4

“wIthout CRaftSmaNShIP, INSPIRatIoN  
IS a meRe Reed ShakeN IN the wINd.” 

JOHANNES BRAHMS

06&07

Commissioned by BBC Radio 3



Stella McCracken - principal oboe



thURSDAy, 25 nOVEMBER, 7.00PM* 

thIS SCEPtRED ISLE 

hOLSt  
THE PERFECT FOOL: BALLET MuSIC 
BRIttEn PIANO CONCERTO 
VAUGhAn WILLIAMS SyMPHONy NO.5 

StEVEn OSBORnE PIANO
VASSILy SInAISky CONDuCTOR 

Russian conductor Vassily Sinaisky, always a 
popular guest of the orchestra, has made some 
fascinating forays into British music in recent years. 
Having shown his versatility with some outstanding 
Elgar in the past, here he tackles the most lyrical 
of Vaughan Williams’ symphonies, the beautiful, 
mystical Fifth. Holst’s ebullient Perfect Fool ballet 
music makes the perfect prelude to Britten’s 
scintillatingly virtuosic Piano Concerto. This is barn-
storming young man’s music, written for the young 
composer himself to play at the BBC Proms, and 
as the Gramophone Award-winning recording with 
the BBC SSO will attest, it has the ideal interpreter 
in Steven Osborne.

Please note early start time* 

 6.15pm in the Recital Room
Steven Osborne talks to BBC Radio Scotland 
presenter, Stephen Duffy, about Britten’s Piano 
Concerto and about life as an international 
soloist.

 approx. 10 minutes after main concert  
Steven Osborne plays Tippett’s Sonata for Piano 
No.2, composed in 1962 and premiered at that 
year’s Edinburgh International Festival.

thURSDAy, 2 DECEMBER, 7.00PM* 

thIS SCEPtRED ISLE 

75th BIRthDAy COnCERt

hELEn GRIME NEW WORK  
(WORLD PREMIERE)
BEEthOVEn VIOLIN CONCERTO 
WALtOn SyMPHONy NO.1 

nICOLA BEnEDEttI VIOLIN
MARtyn BRABBInS CONDuCTOR 

Driving rhythms and passionate lyricism combine 
to make Walton’s First Symphony one of the 
greatest of British symphonic works. It’s a piece 
that Martyn Brabbins and the BBC SSO have 
performed many times and on this special occasion 
they will surely give a performance to remember. 
Nicola Benedetti’s association with the orchestra 
goes back to her triumph in 2004’s BBC Young 
Musician of the Year, and she is a welcome birthday 
guest in the greatest of all violin concertos. No 
celebration of the orchestra’s first 75 years would 
be complete without some music that’s hot off 
the press. It comes from the pen of Helen Grime, 
one of the most brilliantly talented of the latest 
generation of Scottish composers. 

Please note early start time* 

 6.15pm in the Recital Room
Cellist Anthony Sayer reflects on over 40 years 
with the orchestra, since joining in 1969.

 approx. 10 minutes after main concert  
String players from the BBC SSO play several 
short works by Ian Whyte, who founded the 
BBC Scottish Orchestra in 1935.

Concert 5 Concert 6

“IN the NeXt woRld I ShaN’t Be doING muSIC, wIth all  
the StRIVINGS aNd dISaPPoINtmeNtS, I Shall Be BeING It.” 

VAuGHAN WILLIAMS

08&09

Commissioned by BBC Radio 3



Simon Johnson - principal trombone



thURSDAy, 9 DECEMBER, 7.00PM* 

thIS SCEPtRED ISLE 

BEnEDICt MASOn  
LIGHTHOuSES OF ENGLAND AND WALES
BRIttEn DOuBLE CONCERTO  
FOR VIOLIN AND VIOLA
ELGAR SyMPHONy NO.2 

AnthOny MARWOOD VIOLIN
LAWREnCE POWER VIOLA
ILAn VOLkOV CONDuCTOR 

Principal Guest Conductor Ilan Volkov returns 
to the City Halls’ podium for the first time this 
season with a fascinating programme that includes 
a rare performance of Britten’s early concerto 
for violin and viola, which he completed in sketch 
form but never finalised for performance. Volkov’s 
subtle understanding of the music of Elgar led to 
a fine interpretation of the First Symphony with 
the BBC SSO some years ago. Now, to close This  
Sceptred Isle, he brings his consummate intellect 
and ardent musicianship to the big, romantic 
canvas of the Second Symphony.

Please note early start time* 

 6.15pm in the Recital Room
Elizabeth Layton (leader), Greg Lawson 
(principal second violin), Scott Dickinson 
(principal viola) and Martin Storey (principal 
cello) discuss the highs and lows of playing in a 
broadcasting symphony orchestra.

 approx.10 minutes after main concert 
Lawrence Power plays Britten’s Lachrymae for 
solo viola.

Concert 7

“muSIC IS IN the aIR all aRouNd you.  
you juSt take aS muCh of It aS you waNt.” 

EDWARD ELGAR

10&11

A tIME thERE WAS...

As a counterpart to This Sceptred Isle, this series 
of four afternoon chamber music recitals at 
City Halls explores a wide range of music from 
Britain, with a particular focus on the golden 
period of creativity before and between the Two 
World Wars. Elegiac and nostalgic repertoire 
from the worlds of Elgar, Howells, Bax and Finzi 
are performed by some of the uK’s leading 
musicians:

Sunday 3 october, 3.00pm
Peter Donohoe and Martin Roscoe (piano duo)

Sunday 17 october, 3.00pm
Michael Collins (clarinet) 
Michael Mchale (piano)

Sunday 24 october, 3.00pm
tasmin Little (violin) 
Piers Lane (piano)

Sunday 31 october, 3.00pm
Andrew kennedy (tenor) and the  
Aronowitz Ensemble

For more information visit:  
glasgowconcerthalls.com/a-time-there-was

These concerts are a collaboration with BBC 
Radio 3 and Glasgow’s Concert Halls and will be 
recorded for future broadcast on BBC Radio 3. 

All Thursday Night Series concerts from This 
Sceptred Isle will be broadcast live at 7pm in 
Performance on 3. There will be a companion 
Discovering Music event on 29 November, 
featuring Elgar’s Falstaff.



Stephanie Jones - horn



thURSDAy, 10 fEBRUARy, 7.30PM  

SACRED AnD PROfAnE 

hAyDn SyMPHONy NO.44 ‘TRAuER’
BRAhMS EIN DEuTSCHES REquIEM 

hELEnA JUntUnEn SOPRANO
MAtthEW WORth BARITONE
EDInBURGh fEStIVAL ChORUS 
DOnALD RUnnICLES CONDuCTOR 

Two great works united in their contemplation 
of mortality form this beautifully balanced 
programme. Haydn’s ‘Mourning’ Symphony is one 
of his finest, and although the story that he asked 
for its slow movement to be played at his funeral 
is probably apocryphal, there’s no doubt that the 
movement is one of his most profound creations. 
Brahms composed his German Requiem while 
mourning the passing of his beloved mother 
and still grieving for his friend Robert Schumann.  
The sincerity and serenity of its setting of texts 
from the German Bible has ensured its place as 
one of the best loved masterpieces in the choral 
repertoire. yet another chance to experience the 
inspiring partnership of Donald Runnicles and the 
BBC SSO with Scotland’s internationally acclaimed 
Edinburgh Festival Chorus.

 6.45pm in the Recital Room
Writer and BBC Radio 3 broadcaster Stephen 
Johnson considers Brahms’ ‘human requiem’.

NB there will be no Coda after this concert

Concert 9

12&13

thURSDAy, 27 JAnUARy, 7.30PM 

SACRED AnD PROfAnE

JS BACh  
VIOLIN CONCERTO IN A MINOR, BWV1041
BRUCknER SyMPHONy NO.5 

DAnIEL hOPE DIRECTOR/VIOLIN 
ILAn VOLkOV CONDuCTOR 

The devotional quality of Bruckner’s symphonies 
has led some to see them as ‘cathedrals in sound’. 
But that’s only half the story. At least as important 
as their unique atmosphere of spiritual exaltation 
is their sense of a dramatic struggle to overcome 
the pain and frustration of life. Bruckner’s Fifth 
Symphony is his longest and in some ways most 
complex work - a huge edifice that poses a real 
challenge to both orchestra and conductor. Ilan 
Volkov has already proved himself a wonderful 
exponent of Bruckner’s inspiring music with the 
BBC SSO in the warm and detailed acoustic of 
City Halls, and this performance is surely one to 
look forward to. Violinist Daniel Hope, one of 
today’s most extraordinary, multi-faceted classical 
music artists, prefaces this monumental symphony 
with the intimacy of a concerto by JS Bach. 

 6.45pm in the Recital Room
Richard Holloway, writer, broadcaster, and 
former Bishop of Edinburgh, discusses music  
and religion.

NB there will be no Coda after this concert

Concert 8

“they waNt me to wRIte dIffeReNtly.  
CeRtaINly I Could, But I muSt Not.” 

ANTON BRuCKNER



Nicholas Bayley - principal double bass



thURSDAy, 10 MARCh, 7.30PM  

SACRED AnD PROfAnE 

WAGnER PRELuDE TO ‘PARSIFAL’ 
ELGAR CELLO CONCERTO 
SIBELIUS SyMPHONy NO.1 

JOhAnnES MOSER CELLO
AnDREW LIttOn CONDuCTOR 

American conductor Andrew Litton’s guest 
appearances with the BBC SSO are always a 
highlight of the season, and this time he brings  
a work that the orchestra has in its bones, 
Sibelius’s First Symphony. Wagner’s last opera, 
Parsifal, is rich in Christian imagery and the 
beautiful Prelude to Act 1 sets the scene in the 
forest near Monsalvat, home of the Knights of 
the Holy Grail. Elgar’s Cello Concerto, very much a 
product of the composer’s despair at the end of 
the Great War, has its own inner spirituality, and 
an elegiac sense of loss that never ceases to move 
the listener. It’s played here by the outstanding 
young German cellist Johannes Moser.

 6.45pm in the Recital Room
Members of the orchestra’s cello section discuss, 
amongst other things, the enduring popularity of 
Elgar’s Cello Concerto.

 approx. 10 minutes after main concert 
Johannes Moser plays pieces for unaccompanied 
cello by JS Bach, Britten and Lutosławski.

Concert 11

14&15

thURSDAy, 24 fEBRUARy, 7.30PM  

SACRED AnD PROfAnE 

MESSIAEn uN SOuRIRE (1989) 
MOzARt SyMPHONy NO.38 ‘PRAGuE’
StRAVInSky PuLCINELLA 

InGILA BOhLIn SOPRANO
thOMAS WALkER TENOR
AnDREW fOStER-WILLIAMS BASS
MAtthIAS PIntSChER CONDuCTOR 

Distinguished composer Matthias Pintscher is 
the BBC SSO’s new Artist-in-Association.  He is 
also a fine conductor, and for this programme he 
has chosen an intriguing selection of pieces, all of 
which have connections with the 18th century. 
Composed to celebrate Mozart’s bicentenary, 
Messiaen’s short piece A Smile is a little tribute to 
Mozart’s sense of humour and his love of musical 
jokes. It makes a perfect companion for Mozart’s 
masterly ‘Prague’ Symphony. The concert ends 
with the riotous ballet-with-singers Pulcinella, 
based on an 18th century play, with music once 
attributed to Pergolesi given a scintillating makeover 
by Stravinsky. 

 6.45pm in the Recital Room
Matthias Pintscher gives an introduction to 
tonight’s programme.

 approx. 10 minutes after main concert 
Andrew Foster-Williams gives a short vocal 
recital.

Concert 10

“muSIC IS GIVeN to uS wIth the Sole PuRPoSe  
of eStaBlIShING aN oRdeR IN thINGS.” 

IGOR STRAVINSKy



Alice Rickards - violin



thURSDAy, 7 APRIL, 7.30PM  

fLIGhtS Of InSPIRAtIOn

StUARt MACRAE HOMAGE à BRAHMS 
(WORLD PREMIERE)
MAhLER RüCKERTLIEDER 
BRAhMS SyMPHONy NO.2 

kAREn CARGILL MEzzO-SOPRANO
DOnALD RUnnICLES CONDuCTOR 

The second fresh-minted BBC Commission 
inspired by the music of Brahms comes from 
Stuart MacRae, former BBC SSO Composer-
in-Association and one of the most strikingly 
individual talents to emerge in British music in 
recent years. Brahms’ Second is often thought 
of as the ‘sunniest’ of his symphonies, but while 
the last two movements are certainly among his 
most carefree creations, there’s a gentler, more 
thoughtful mood in the first half of the piece 
that slightly contradicts that light-hearted image. 
Scottish star mezzo Karen Cargill proved herself 
a fine Mahler interpreter with Donald Runnicles 
and the BBC SSO at City Halls a few years ago,  
and here she sings Mahler’s five beautiful songs of 
love, loneliness and longing. 

 6.45pm in the Recital Room
Stuart MacRae talks to Simon Lord, Music 
Producer BBC SSO, about his new work, and 
about the inspiration he has found in the music 
of Brahms.

 approx. 10 minutes after main concert 
Karen Cargill sings short solo works by Brahms, 
accompanied by Donald Runnicles, piano.

Concert 13

16&17

Commissioned by BBC Radio 3

thURSDAy, 24 MARCh, 7.30PM 

fLIGhtS Of InSPIRAtIOn 

SIBELIUS THE WOOD NyMPH 
hAyDn TRuMPET CONCERTO IN E FLAT 
hARRISOn BIRtWIStLE ENDLESS PARADE
BARtók MuSIC FOR STRINGS, 
PERCuSSION AND CELESTA

håkAn hARDEnBERGER TRuMPET 
JOhn StORGåRDS CONDuCTOR 

A fascinating programme that features two 
works inspired by one of the 20th century’s most 
astute commissioners of new work, Paul Sacher. 
One of his earliest commissions was Bartók’s 
extraordinary Music for strings, percussion and 
celesta, a virtuoso essay in orchestral colour. And 
Håkan Hardenberger, arguably the world’s leading 
trumpet player, performs one of Sacher’s last 
commissions, specially written for him - Birtwistle’s 
portrait of a festive procession moving through 
the Italian town of Lucca. Finnish conductor John 
Storgårds returns with a visiting card from his 
native country in the shape of Sibelius’s colourful 
early symphonic poem, The Wood Nymph. 

 6.45pm in the Recital Room
Mark O’Keeffe (principal trumpet) in 
conversation with Håkan Hardenberger, who 
celebrates his 50th birthday this year.

 approx. 10 minutes after main concert 
Mark O’Keeffe and BBC SSO colleague Hedley 
Benson play works for two trumpets, including 
an arrangement of Rachmaninov’s Vocalise.

Concert 12

“I CaNNot CoNCeIVe of muSIC that  
eXPReSSeS aBSolutely NothING.” 

BELA BARTóK



David Chadwick - violin



thURSDAy, 12 MAy, 7.30PM 

fLIGhtS Of InSPIRAtIOn

MARtIn SUCkLInG  
THE MOON, THE MOON! 
BEEthOVEn PIANO CONCERTO NO.5  
‘EMPEROR’ 
tChAIkOVSky SyMPHONy NO.5 

nELSOn fREIRE PIANO
ILAn VOLkOV CONDuCTOR 

Tchaikovsky’s extraordinary relationship with the 
millionairess Nadezhda von Meck, whom he never 
properly met but who supported him financially 
over many years, was undoubtedly a source of 
inspiration to him. It was her understanding and 
comforting words that encouraged him to carry 
on after the unsuccessful premiere of his Fifth 
Symphony. Now, of course, the symphony is one 
of his most popular works, and one that makes a 
glorious end to the season. In Beethoven’s Emperor 
Concerto Ilan Volkov and the orchestra renew 
their collaboration with Brazilian-born Nelson 
Freire, who is increasingly recognised as one of the 
most outstanding pianists in the world today. 

 6.45pm in the Recital Room
Andrew Trinick, Outreach Producer BBC SSO, 
in conversation with Ilan Volkov, Principal Guest 
Conductor, about his distinctive approach to 
programming and his life as a conductor.

 approx. 10 minutes after main concert  
Nelson Freire plays Beethoven’s Piano Sonata 
No.14 in C sharp minor, Op. 27, No.2 ‘Moonlight’.

Concert 15

“I am RuSSIaN IN the ComPleteSt  
PoSSIBle SeNSe of that woRd.” 

PyOTR ILyICH TCHAIKOVSKy

18&19

thURSDAy, 14 APRIL, 7.30PM  

fLIGhtS Of InSPIRAtIOn

RAVEL MA MèRE L’OyE (SuITE) 
DUtILLEUx CELLO CONCERTO:  
TOuT uN MONDE LOINTAIN
DEBUSSy IMAGES (GIGuES AND IBéRIA) 
RAVEL BOLERO 

Lynn hARRELL CELLO
DOnALD RUnnICLES CONDuCTOR

Distinguished American cellist Lynn Harrell joins 
Donald Runnicles and the orchestra in this rich 
mix of music by French composers. The inspiration 
for Dutilleux’s elusive, nocturnal Cello Concerto 
came from the poetry of Baudelaire, especially 
a line that gave it its title: A whole distant world… 
dwells in your depths, oh scented forest. Also inspired 
by literature was Ravel’s wonderful ballet score 
for Mother Goose. And Spain, often such a great 
source of inspiration for French composers, forms 
the exotic backdrop to both Debussy’s Ibéria and 
Ravel’s ever-popular showpiece, Bolero. 

 6.45pm in the Recital Room
Stephen Johnson talks about tonight’s magical 
all-French programme.

 approx. 10 minutes after main concert  
Lynn Harrell plays Debussy’s Sonata for cello and 
piano of 1915.

Concert 14

The information carried in this brochure was correct 
at the time of publishing. The BBC Scottish Symphony 
Orchestra reserves the right to amend artists and 
programmes for any of the listed concerts if necessary.



Booking your tickets

Box Office: 0141-353 8000 or via: bbc.co.uk/bbcsso

*  Subscription concessions available to over 60s, SSO 
Club members and registered unemployed. Disabled 
patrons’ discount not applicable to subscription prices. 

No. of CoNCeRtS

PRICe BaNd/SeatING aReatICket tyPe

I II III IV

20

25

dISCouNt %

SuBSCRIPtIoN dealS 

We have a terrific season of music-making in store 
for you – and want to give you the opportunity to 
benefit from the best deal at the earliest possible 
stage. We have provided a generous package of 
subscription offers in order to make it easier to 
book the seats you want. We expect demand for 
tickets for the BBC SSO’s 2010/11 season to be 
high but subscriptions can be secured in advance 
of general release in an exclusive postal priority 
booking period.

make the moSt of youR CoNCeRtS

By booking a Subscription you will:
•  Benefit from advance booking ahead of 
 general on sale date – making it easier to
 secure the seats you want. Subscription
 booking opens on tuesday 13 April.

•  Save up to 40% on your booking – with a
 Subscription you can save as much as £121
 (per person).

•  Plan your year of classical music in one  
 booking.

how to Book a SuBSCRIPtIoN

Simply decide which concerts you would like to 
attend, and where you would like to sit. Calculate 
your discount and then fill in the form opposite, 
tear off and return to Glasgow Royal Concert Hall 
Box Office using the address provided. 

NB There is a Box Office charge of £1.50 per 
transaction for subscription bookings. 

Subscription booking is by post only.

PRICING, dISCouNtS & CoNCeSSIoNS

15

20

Subscriptions

20

25

20

25

20

25

25

30

25

30

25

30

30

35

30

35

30

35

30

35

35

40

    
 1 Full Price Single  £23 £19 £16 £10
  Ticket Conc  £21 £17 £14 £8
 2 Full Price Single  £46 £38 £32 £20
   Ticket Conc £42 £34 £28 £16
 3 Full Price Single  £69 £57 £48 £30
   Ticket Conc £63 £51 £42 £24
  
    
 4 Standard Sub  £78 £65 £54 £34
   Concession* £74 £61 £51 £32 
 5  Standard Sub  £92  £76  £64  £40
  Concession*  £86  £71  £60  £37
 6  Standard Sub  £110 £91  £77  £48  
    Concession*  £103  £85 £72  £45
 7  Standard Sub  £129 £106  £90  £56
  Concession*  £121  £100 £84  £52
 8  Standard Sub  £138  £114  £96  £60  
   Concession* £129 £106  £90  £56
 9  Standard Sub £155  £128  £108  £67
   Concession*  £145  £120  £101 £63  
 10  Standard Sub  £172  £142 £120  £75  
  Concession*  £161  £133  £112  £70  
 11  Standard Sub £177  £146  £123  £77  
    Concession*  £164 £136  £114  £71  
 12  Standard Sub £193 £160  £134  £84  
    Concession*  £179  £148  £125  £78
 13  Standard Sub  £209  £173 £145 £91  
   Concession*  £194 £160  £135  £84  
 14  Standard Sub  £225  £186  £157 £98  
  Concession*  £209  £173  £146  £91  
 15  Standard Sub  £224  £185  £156  £97   
   Concession*  £207  £171  £144  £90



SINGle tICket PRICeS 

 

  I II III IV 
Stalls £23 £19 £16 £10 
terraces - - £16 - 
Balcony £23 £19 - - 
North Balcony - - - £10 
South Balcony - - - £10

aCCeSS

The Grand Hall at City Halls is accessible to 
those with mobility difficulties. A lift from the 
Candleriggs entrance gives access to all levels.  
The auditorium is equipped with an infra-red 
assisted hearing facility. Please notify the Box 
Office when booking.

BoX offICe

City halls Box office, Candleriggs 
Glasgow G1 1NQ

Also available from the 
Glasgow Royal Concert hall Box office 
2 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow G2 3Ny

tel: 0141-353 8000
online via: www.glasgowconcerthalls.com 
telephone: Monday to Saturday 
10.00am – 6.00pm 
Counter: Monday to Saturday 
12 noon – 6.00pm 
(later on concert evenings) 
Sunday: Opening hours vary. 
Please contact the Box Office to confirm.

BoX offICe ChaRGeS

A transaction fee of £1.50 applies to all 
telephone bookings and £1.00 to all online 
bookings.  Additionally, there is a fee of 75p if 
tickets are to be posted out.

dISCouNtS

Single ticket Concessions: Over 60s, SSO  
Club members and registered unemployed 
will receive £2 off full price single ticket (proof 
of status may be required).

Registered Disabled: For individual concerts, 
both you and a companion will receive a 50% 
discount on any single full price ticket.

young people and students: Those in full time 
education can buy any remaining tickets for  
£5. This offer is available only on the day  
of the performance. For additional student  
and young Scot discounts visit: 
www.glasgowconcerthalls.com/foniccard

Groups: Get a group of 10 together and get 
one extra ticket free (that’s two free tickets 
for a group of 20, etc.). For details of group 
booking dates and further information please 
call 0141-353 8000.

ticket Exchanges/Refunds: All exchanges are 
subject to a fee of £1 per ticket and notice of 
24 hours is required. Once a ticket has been 
purchased no refund is available. Subscribers 
who have bought a single ticket for a number 
of BBC SSO concerts cannot exchange a 
ticket to another BBC SSO concert if that  
concert already appears within their chosen 
subscription list.

Seating Plan & Pricing
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BALCONy

STALLS & TERRACES

dISCouNt %

Single ticket prices for Thursday Night Series 
(concessions available)  
Booking Opens: thursday 20 may



PlaN youR VISIt

City Halls is situated in the heart of 
the Merchant City at the north end of 
Candleriggs, between Trongate and Ingram 
Street. It is within easy walking distance of 
Argyle Street, queen Street, High Street 
and Central railway stations, as well as St. 
Enoch and Buchanan Street subway stations. 
Buchanan Street bus station is a 15 minute 
walk away. 

PaRkING

 Convenient car parking, including  
 disabled parking, is available at multi-
storey facilities at q-Park on Candleriggs 
and Albion Street for just £1.20 on concert 
evenings. NB you will need to have your 
ticket validated in the City Halls foyer on 
concert nights when you arrive at the 
venue. Other car parking facilities close to 
City Halls include the NCP Glasshouse on 
Glassford Street and car parks on the east 
side of High Street in addition to metered 
on-street parking throughout the area.

eatING & dRINkING

One of the oldest quarters of Glasgow and 
the cultural heart of the city, the Merchant 
City area is characterised by buzzing bars and 
award-winning restaurants to complement the 
design shops and thriving arts venues. In City 
Halls itself, the Candleriggs and Bazaar Bars 
are open on concert evenings and allow you 
to relax with a drink and enjoy the wonderful 
atmosphere of the venue.

CoNCeRtS

All concerts in the Thursday Night Series begin 
at 7.30pm, except those on 18 November,  
25 November, 2 December and 9 December 
which begin at the earlier time of 7.00pm.

oNlINe

Website  Keep up-to-date with the latest concert 
information and biographies on the musicians  
and conductors featured in the 2010/11 season 
at bbc.co.uk/bbcsso. you can also read detailed 
notes for some of the concerts and enjoy access 
to exclusive audio and video content.

Blog Why not get involved by becoming a 
regular blogger and contribute your thoughts and 
opinions on what you have seen and heard.

facebook Become a fan of the BBC SSO and 
keep up-to-date with all the latest info and 
comment, plus the chance to post your own 
reviews.

twitter Get the lowdown on the latest behind-
the-scenes gossip.



Other BBC SSO Events

In addition to the Thursday Night Series, the 
BBC SSO regularly presents a number of 
special concerts and events that take place 
at City Halls throughout the season.

afteRNooN PeRfoRmaNCe
An ever-popular selection of classical favourites 
and lesser-known works from the symphonic 
repertoire, with the orchestra ably assisted 
by outstanding conductors and soloists.

dISCoVeRING muSIC
Each event features a guest presenter and 
conductor who dissect a core work using 
special ly selected musical extracts and 
historical anecdotes, which are followed by a 
complete performance of the work.

heaR aNd Now
BBC Radio 3’s platform for new music in 
which we present the best and most exciting 
modern music by some of the world’s leading 
composers.

IN tuNe
Broadcast live from City Halls, BBC Radio 3’s 
drive-time programme is a light-hearted mix  
of arts news and views reinforced by an  
eclectic choice of music featuring the BBC SSO 
and guests.

tickets: Availability and full programme 
details for the majority of events on this 
page will be announced at the beginning of 
September 2010.

FRIDAy, 24 SEPTEMBER, 5.00PM
IN tuNe

FRIDAy, 5 NOVEMBER, 2.00PM
dISCoVeRING muSIC 
BRahmS PIANO CONCERTO NO.1 
(Part of the Romantics Unbound series)

SuNDAy, 14 NOVEMBER 
heaR aNd Now 
jameS dIlloN NINE RIVERS  
(World Premiere)

MONDAy, 29 NOVEMBER, 2.00PM
dISCoVeRING muSIC
elGaR FALSTAFF, OP.68: SyMPHONIC STuDy 
(Part of the This Sceptred Isle series)

SuNDAy, 19 DECEMBER, 3.00PM
ChRIStmaS at the moVIeS

THuRSDAy, 20 JANuARy, 2.00PM
afteRNooN PeRfoRmaNCe

MONDAy, 31 JANuARy, 2.00PM
dISCoVeRING muSIC 
meSSIaeN 
(Part of the Sacred and Profane series)

SATuRDAy, 5 FEBRuARy, 7.30PM
heaR aNd Now

THuRSDAy, 17 FEBRuARy, 2.00PM
afteRNooN PeRfoRmaNCe

THuRSDAy, 17 MARCH, 2.00PM
afteRNooN PeRfoRmaNCe

MONDAy, 28 MARCH, 2.00PM
dISCoVeRING muSIC  
BRahmS PIANO CONCERTO NO.2 
(Part of the Flights of Inspiration series)

THuRSDAy, 28 APRIL, 2.00PM
afteRNooN PeRfoRmaNCe

SATuRDAy, 7 MAy, 7.30PM
heaR aNd Now

THuRSDAy, 19 MAy, 2.00PM
afteRNooN PeRfoRmaNCe

For information on BBC Radio 3 broadcasts 
tel: 03700 100 300



BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra 
City Halls, Candleriggs 
Glasgow G1 1Nq 
Tel: 0141-552 0909 
E-mail: bbcsso@bbc.co.uk  
bbc.co.uk/bbcsso

BBC Scotland endeavours to ensure that personal details about customers 
taken by box offices are held in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. 
If consent is given at the time of ticket purchase, this information will be passed 
to the BBC SSO and may be used to contact you with information about 
forthcoming concerts or BBC events. These details will not be passed on to 
any third party. If you wish to have your name removed from the orchestra’s 
mailing-list please E-mail: bbcsso@bbc.co.uk or telephone: 0141-422 6728. 

Photographs of  donald Runnicles by john wood.  
all player photography by mark hamilton. 
Brochure design: www.weared8.com

a large print, text-only version of this brochure is  
available, for a copy please telephone: 0141-552 0909


