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The BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra celebrates its 75th 
Birthday Season with an unforgettable series of six concerts 
in The Music Hall. I’m delighted that, in his second season 
as Chief Conductor, Donald Runnicles will be opening and 
closing the series with two wonderful programmes featuring 
fantastic music by Mozart, Beethoven, Debussy and Ravel. 
For this very special series our roster of guest soloists could 
hardly be bettered - Leeds Piano Competition winner Sofya 
Gulyak, Scots piano virtuoso Steven Osborne, cellists Lynn 
Harrell and Johannes Moser, and star violinist Daniel Hope. 
Add to the mix conductors Ilan Volkov, Vassily Sinaisky 
and Andrew Litton and you have the recipe for some 
extraordinary and unmissable concerts. Remember to book 
early for our ever-popular Christmas concert which, once 
again, will be hosted by the irrepressible Jamie MacDougall. 

We very much hope you can join us and make Friday nights 
at The Music Hall with the BBC SSO a regular fixture.

Gavin Reid 
Director
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FRIDAy, 8 OCTOBER, 7.30PM 

BERLIOz OVeRTuRe:  
BéATRICe eT BénéDICT  
MOzART PIAnO COnCeRTO  
nO.18 In B FLAT, K.456 
BEETHOVEn SyMPHOny nO.3 ‘eROICA’

SOFyA GuLyAk PIAnO 
DOnALD RunnICLES COnDuCTOR

Beethoven’s Eroica Symphony was conceived on 
a truly ‘heroic’ scale - by far the biggest symphony 
ever composed up to that time. Originally it was 
meant as a tribute to napoleon, before Beethoven 
famously retracted the dedication, disillusioned  
by napoleon’s megalomania. However the music 
endures as a universal homage to the noblest 
aspirations of man, with the power to overawe  
the listener by the intensity of its drama. The 
soloist in Mozart’s Piano Concerto No.18 is the 
brilliant young Russian winner of last year’s Leeds 
International Piano Competition, Sofya Gulyak.  
BBC SSO Chief Conductor Donald Runnicles 
opens the concert with Berlioz’s sparkling 
overture to his opera Béatrice et Bénédict, based 
on Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing.

FRIDAy, 26 nOVEMBER, 7.30PM 

MAy kAy yAu neW WORK 
(unIVeRSITy OF ABeRDeen  
MuSIC PRIze COMMISSIOn) 
BRITTEn PIAnO COnCeRTO  
VAuGHAn WILLIAMS SyMPHOny nO.5 

STEVEn OSBORnE PIAnO 
VASSILy SInAISky COnDuCTOR

Russian conductor Vassily Sinaisky, always a popular 
visitor to The Music Hall with the BBC SSO, has 
made some fascinating forays into British music 
in recent years. Having shown his versatility with 
some outstanding elgar in the past, here he tackles 
the most lyrical of Vaughan Williams’ symphonies, 
the beautiful, mystical Fifth. A short new piece 
specially commissioned from the winner of 2009’s 
university of Aberdeen Music Prize is the curtain-
raiser for Britten’s scintillatingly virtuosic Piano 
Concerto. This is barn-storming young man’s music, 
written for the young composer himself to play at 
the BBC Proms, and as the Gramophone Award-
winning recording with the BBC SSO will attest, it 
has the ideal interpreter in Steven Osborne.

This concert is part of sound, north east Scotland’s 
contemporary music festival

Concert 1 Concert 2

“IN THE NEXT WORLD I SHAN’T BE DOING MUSIC, WITH ALL  
THE STRIVINGS AND DISAPPOINTMENTS, I SHALL BE BEING IT.” 

VAuGHAn WILLIAMS

With the exception of Christmas Classics, which will be 
recorded for broadcast on BBC Radio Scotland, all concerts 
will be recorded for future transmission on BBC Radio 3.  bbc.co.uk/radio3



FRIDAy, 17 DECEMBER, 7.30PM 

CHRISTMAS CLASSICS 

JAMIE MACDOuGALL 
PReSenTeR 
STEPHEn BELL 
COnDuCTOR

A perennial favourite, the 
BBC SSO’s Christmas Classics 
concert once again brings 

that warm yuletide glow to The Music Hall. 
Jamie MacDougall presents a rich assortment 
of seasonal treats, from Tchaikovsky’s magical 
‘nutcracker’ to Mel Tormé’s Christmas Song 
as well as one or two surprises. Book early to 
secure your seats for this musical medley as 
tickets always sell fast.  It’s the perfect way to get 
the entire family into the festive spirit.

FRIDAy, 28 JAnuARy, 7.30PM  

JS BACH  
VIOLIn COnCeRTO In A MInOR, BWV1041 
BRuCknER SyMPHOny nO.5 

DAnIEL HOPE DIReCTOR/VIOLIn 
ILAn VOLkOV COnDuCTOR 

The devotional quality of Bruckner’s symphonies 
has led some to see them as ‘cathedrals in sound’. 
But that’s only half the picture. At least as important 
as their unique atmosphere of spiritual exaltation 
is their sense of a dramatic struggle to overcome 
the pain and frustration of life. Bruckner’s Fifth 
Symphony is his longest and in some ways most 
complex work - a huge edifice that poses a real 
challenge to both orchestra and conductor. Ilan 
Volkov has already proved himself a wonderful 
exponent of Bruckner’s inspiring music with the 
BBC SSO, and this performance is definitely one 
to look forward to. Violinist Daniel Hope, one of 
today’s most extraordinary, multi-faceted classical 
music artists, prefaces this monumental symphony 
with the intimacy of a concerto by JS Bach.

Concert 3 Concert 4

“THEy WANT ME TO WRITE DIffERENTLy. 
CERTAINLy I COULD, BUT I MUST NOT.” 

AnTOn BRuCKneR



FRIDAy, 11 MARCH, 7.30PM  

WAGnER PReLuDe TO ‘PARSIFAL’ 
ELGAR CeLLO COnCeRTO 
SIBELIuS SyMPHOny nO.1 

JOHAnnES MOSER CeLLO
AnDREW LITTOn COnDuCTOR 

American conductor Andrew Litton’s guest 
appearances with the BBC SSO are always a 
highlight of the season, and this time he brings  
a work that the orchestra has in its bones, Sibelius’s 
First Symphony. Wagner’s last opera, Parsifal, is  
rich in Christian imagery and the beautiful 
Prelude to Act 1 sets the scene in the forest near 
Monsalvat, home of the Knights of the Holy Grail.  
elgar’s Cello Concerto, very much a product of  
the composer’s despair at the end of the Great 
War, has its own inner spirituality, and an elegiac 
sense of loss that never ceases to move the listener. 
It’s played here by the outstanding young German 
cellist Johannes Moser.

FRIDAy, 15 APRIL, 7.30PM  

RAVEL MA MèRe L’Oye (SuITe) 
DuTILLEux CeLLO COnCeRTO:  
TOuT un MOnDe LOInTAIn
DEBuSSy IMAGeS (GIGueS AnD IBéRIA) 
RAVEL BOLeRO 

Lynn HARRELL CeLLO
DOnALD RunnICLES COnDuCTOR

Distinguished American cellist Lynn Harrell joins 
Donald Runnicles and the orchestra in this rich 
mix of music by French composers. The inspiration 
for Dutilleux’s elusive, nocturnal Cello Concerto 
came from the poetry of Baudelaire, especially 
a line that gave it its title: A whole distant world… 
dwells in your depths, oh scented forest. Also inspired 
by literature was Ravel’s wonderful ballet score 
for Mother Goose. And Spain, often such a great 
source of inspiration for French composers, forms 
the exotic backdrop to both Debussy’s Ibéria and 
Ravel’s ever-popular showpiece, Bolero. 

Concert 5 Concert 6

“IT IS UNNECESSARy fOR MUSIC TO MAkE PEOPLE THINk…
IT WOULD BE ENOUGH TO MAkE THEM LISTEN.” 

CLAuDe DeBuSSy

All the information carried in this brochure was believed to be correct at 
the time of publishing. The BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra reserves the 
right to amend artists and programmes if necessary.



Subscribe & Save

· Save 25% against single ticket prices
· Subscribe for as little as £35.60
· Tickets for school pupils and students – any seat for £5.00
· Special subscription price for over 60s and registered unemployed 

Box Office: 01224-641122



name 

Address

Postcode

Mobile

Telephone

e-mail

PAYMENT PLeASe COMPLeTe In BLOCK CAPITALS 
Please send completed form to: Aberdeen Box Office, Union Street,  Aberdeen AB10 1QS 
(please note: a 75p handling charge will be added if tickets are posted out)

[    ] I enclose a cheque (made payable to ‘ABeRDeen PeRFORMInG ARTS’)
[    ] I authorise you to debit my credit/debit card

START DATe eXPIRy DATe ISSue nO.*

We would like to send you information about other BBC SSO concerts and events. To allow us 
to do that, please tick this box to have your name and address added to the BBC SSO mailing-list.

VISA / MASTeRCARD / SWITCH* (please delete as appropriate)

SIGnATuRe

3-DIGIT SeCuRITy CODe

Subscription Series please tick box for preferred series
[    ] 5-concert series (excluding the Christmas concert)
[    ] 6-concert series

BALCOny STALLS

Please mark preferred position with a cross on the seating plan below

CARD nO.

PRICe AReA nO. OF SeRIeS TICKeTS COST PeR SeRIeS TOTAL COST

SeATInG PLAn

(found on reverse 
of card)



Booking your Tickets

Box Office: 01224-641122 or via: bbc.co.uk/bbcsso
SUBSCRIPTION DEALS 

Once again we have a terrific season of music-
making in store for you – and want to give you 
the opportunity to benefit from the best deal 
at the earliest possible stage. We have provided 
a generous package of subscriptions in order to 
make it easier to book the seats you want. We 
expect demand for tickets for the BBC SSO’s 
2010/11 season to be high but subscriptions can 
be secured in advance of general release in an 
exclusive postal priority booking period.

MAkE THE MOST Of yOUR CONCERTS

By booking a Subscription you will:

•  Benefit from advance booking ahead  
 of general on sale date – making it easier  
 to secure the seats you want. Subscription
 booking opens on Tuesday 30 March 
 (by post only).

•  Save up to 25% on your booking – 
 with a subscription you can save as 
 much as £30 per person.

•  Plan your year of classical music in 
 one booking.

HOW TO BOOk A SUBSCRIPTION

Simply decide which concerts you would like to 
book: a 5-concert (excluding Christmas Classics), 
or a 6-concert package and where you would  
like to sit. Then fill in the form overleaf, tear off 
and return to Aberdeen Box Office using the 
address provided. 

Subscription booking is by post only.

PRICING, DISCOUNTS & CONCESSIONS

Single ticket booking opens on friday 30 April.

DISCOUNTS

Concessions: Special subscription price for over 
60s and registered unemployed (price areas III and 
IV only):
•  5-Concert Series £34.00 
•  6-Concert Series £40.00

School pupils: Any single concert ticket for £5.00.

Full-time students: Any unsold seat for £5.00, 
only available on the day of a concert.

Groups: Get a group of 10 together and get 
one extra ticket free (that’s two free tickets for a  
group of 20, etc.). For further information please 
call the box office (not available for the Christmas 
concert).

Standby tickets: Registered unemployed and over 
60s, any unsold seat for £8.00, only available on the 
day of a concert.

nB proof of status required.

BOX OffICE

Aberdeen Box Office 
union Street, Aberdeen AB10 1QS 
Box Office opening hours: 
Mon to Sat 9.30am – 6.00pm 
(and from 6.30pm on concert nights).

Tel: 01224-641122 
Single tickets can also be booked online at: 
www.boxofficeaberdeen.com

NO. Of CONCERTS

DISCOUNT %

25

25

II III IV

PRICE BAND/SEATING AREATICkET TyPE

I  full Price  

 1 Full Price Single  £20.00 £17.50 £13.00 £9.50

  Subscriptions

 5 Standard Sub  £75.00 £65.60 £48.75 £35.60

 6 Standard Sub  £90.00 £78.75 £58.50 £42.75



Nicholas Bayley - principal double-bass Elizabeth Layton - leader

Stephanie Jones - horn Simon Johnson - principal trombone



BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra 
City Halls, Candleriggs 
Glasgow G1 1nQ 
Tel: 0141-552 0909 
e-mail: bbcsso@bbc.co.uk  
bbc.co.uk/bbcsso

All the concerts in this series 
are promoted in association 
with The Music Hall.

BBC Scotland endeavours to ensure that personal details about customers 
taken by box offices are held in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. 
If consent is given at the time of ticket purchase, this information will be passed 
to the BBC SSO and may be used to contact you with information about 
forthcoming concerts or BBC events. These details will not be passed on to 
any third party. If you wish to have your name removed from the orchestra’s 
mailing-list please e-mail: bbcsso@bbc.co.uk or telephone: 0141-422 6728. 

Photographs of  Donald Runnicles by John Wood.  
All player photography by Mark Hamilton. 
Brochure design: www.weared8.com

A large print, text-only version of this brochure is  
available, for a copy please telephone: 0141-552 0909


