
HOW TO MAKE AN AUDIO SLIDESHOW  
 
What is an audio slideshow? 
An audio slideshow is an audio track (speech and/or music) usually between 2-4 minutes 
with photographs which change as the track progresses.  Obviously the longer the 
duration, the more photographs you will need.  The photographs generally change every 
6-8 seconds so a three minute slideshow will require roughly 30 photos. 
 
What makes a good slideshow? 

- a clear story with a beginning, middle and end eg a process. 
- Self-contained visual topic – not something too wide-ranging 
- Good photographs and a complementary audio soundtrack 

 
Choosing a topic 
Our slideshows were all based on outdoor learning activities some of which were 
processes that we were describing eg ‘How to Make a Bird Feeder’ and ‘Planting 
Seeds’.  They were all based around topics the children were working on in class.   The 
main thing is to find an activity with an outcome which will also provide nice visuals. 
(see page 4 for more detail on our topics/activities) 
Our audio slideshows were then made by upper primary school pupils about the early 
years’ children doing an outdoor activity. 
 
Equipment 

- At least one digital camera to take photographs of the activity or process. 
- Audio recording equipment with a microphone and headphones to monitor what 

you’re recording. 
- Audio editing facility to edit the audio recorded eg Audacity or Garageband. 
- Slideshow software eg Windows Movie Maker on PCs or iMovie on Apple Mac. 

 
Copyright  
It’s very important to note that any material which hasn’t been recorded/written or 
photographed by you will probably be subject to copyright fees unless you have the 
owners’ permission to use it.  That means you must clear any material before use 
especially if you intend to publish your audio slideshow online.   This may mean eg 
seeking permission from an organisation/library to use their photograph or gaining an 
author’s permission eg to use a piece of their poetry.    
Commercial music is also subject to copyright fees so either use copyright free music or 
better still, compose your own!  
If you are taking your own photographs and using your own audio then you don’t need to 
think about copyright.   But please remember to gain parental permission for photographs 
of children. 
 
 
 
 
 



Transcript of the How to Guide 
 
First of all choose the subject of the slideshow – how are you going to tell the story? 
What's the beginning? The middle? And the end? 
 
This group made their slideshow on how to make bird feeders while this group planted 
seeds.   
 
Clip from Riverside Primary depute head teacher: 
“I think getting the children outdoors, getting fresh air, doing practical tasks is 
fantastic” 
 
Now how are you going to record the sound? And who's going to take the photos?  
 
Photographs   
First of all charge the cameras in advance and take spare batteries. 
A 3 minute slideshow will use about 30 photos so make sure you take enough - and try 
not to take hundreds. You need a mixture of close up shots, mid shots and wide shots. 
For audio slideshows, it’s best to do it in landscape.   
 
Sound   
In terms of sound, you will need a mixture of the sounds of the activity and interviews 
with those doing the activity. 
Plan out what you're going to record.  Again, think about the beginning, the middle and 
the end – you don’t want to record hours and hours. 
Think about any background noise such as traffic that you want to avoid.  When 
interviewing, don't put the microphone too close to the contributor’s mouth or too far 
away. It needs to be closer for quiet voices, further away for loud ones. Listen on the 
headphones as you're recording if you can. 
Put the interviewee at ease, get down to their level. Eye contact is important. Nod your 
head to encourage them to talk. 
 
Clip of closed questions 
“Do you think that the house will stand up? No” 
“Do you know the story of the Three Little Pigs? – yes” 
 
Make sure you ask ‘open’ rather than ‘closed’ questions - you want the answers to be 
sentences, not just 'yes' or 'no'. 
 
Clip of open question 
“So what are we going to do to make it safe?” 
“Get more sticks because... but we can’t’ cos there is no more” 
 
 
 
 



 
Edit 
 
Now upload the sound files and the photos to your computer. 
It’s best to work on the audio first. 
 
Decide which audio editing software you’re going to use. We used Audacity on PCs – 
which is downloadable for free. And we used Garageband on Apple Macs. But there are 
other free audio editors that you can also download. 
 
First of all, upload the audio tracks into the software.  Then listen and make notes to help 
you decide which bits to use.  For a three minute slideshow, you’ll probably want around 
6 clips of audio. 
Can you tell the story with the audio you've recorded, or do you need a narrator to guide 
the audience through?  If so, write and record spoken ‘links’ – to link the audio together 
and help tell the story.  
 
Clip of Loudoun Montgomery School pupil narrating: 
“Back to the campfire for a snack – I’m sure the children enjoyed their jungle hunt.” 
 
Now to the edit: cut out and arrange your clips in the right order on your timeline. Keep it 
short - our slideshows were about 3 minutes. If anything is too loud or too quiet you can 
balance - or correct - the level. 
Then save your final edit as a sound file, e.g. an MP3 or a Wav. 
 
 
Compiling the Slideshow 
 
To make the slideshow we used Windows Movie Maker which is already installed on 
most Windows PCs and on iMovie on the Apple Mac, but there are other photo and video 
editors that you could also use. The principles are the same – import the audio file you've 
just created, and import your best photos. 
Drag your photos that match the audio into the storyboard.     Extend or reduce the time 
each photo is displayed, to fit the audio. Add transitions (that's the way you move from 
one photo to the next), add effects and titles. 
Don't forget to keep saving your work! 
 
When you’re happy with it, save the final version, then sit back and enjoy the show!     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


