
1. Dalricket Mill and lagoon pits
The starting point is Dalricket Mill, a
few miles from New Cumnock. The river
is below, and in front are a series of
lagoon pits. Water runs across the
mined land faster than it would across
vegetated slopes, picking up sediment
more easily. These pools were created
so runoff can be diverted into them. It
is treated with chemicals so the material
settles out, before the water reaches
the river.

2. Buffer Zone
Head along the road to a passing place,
where the river runs very close by.
There is an area with lots of scrub and
young trees along the river bank. This
area has been planted for conservation
reasons, to provide a buffer zone
between the river and the mined land.
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WALKING THROUGH LANDSCAPE
PROGRAMME 4: SCOTLAND’S WATER

This edition of Walking Through Landscape visits an area of East Ayrshire where a river has been moved
to make way for coal mining. But the land around the river has been restored, and those involved in the
project believe the environment is better than it was before the move.
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5 Valley view

Warning: The land in the area is full of active mine sites, and public access is prohibited. Owing to the extreme
health and safety issues that surround coal mining operations, standard rights of access do not apply, and
unauthorised access can result in prosecution. Please remain on the public road.



The trees planted here have all been
locally sourced and selected to
encourage wildlife.

3. Burn diversion
The point from which the River Nith
was diverted was a few hundred metres
further on from here. Along the road
there is a burn which had been diverted,
and which is in the process of being
restored. Each water course that is to
be diverted raises its own specific
challenges involved: A fast flowing
stream on a steep gradient requires a
different engineering solution to a slow
flowing, flat river.

4. Culverted stream
As the road curves, there is a second
stream diversion. The culvert which
once carried it is visible under the road.
Culverts are one of the most common
ways in which we alter water courses.
When this burn is restored, local
fisheries managers are keen to ensure
that it is rebuilt at a level that allows
fish to get through.

5. Valley view
At the highest point on the road,
beyond another set of lagoon pits, is a
green field. The diversion is just to the
right, and the contrast between the
agricultural land and the restored land
around the river is clearly visible.
Although the planted trees are still
small, there is greater biodiversity on
the restored mine site. The hope is that
in ten to fifteen years this area will be
a space with footpaths and wildlife for
the public to enjoy. It's a sign of the
extent to which we can now restore
and reshape natural environments.

Download audio version at:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/serie
s/landscape

The BBC Scotland's Landscape maps are intended as a guide
only. The BBC takes no responsibility for any accident or injury
that may occur while following the route.
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