
Section One:
Skirting the mudflats – from The Gut along
the forest edge (from point 1 to point  2).

The start point is on the north side of Culbin,
at The Gut, an area of saltmarsh and mudflats,
at the border between the trees and high
water line.  Looking seawards, you will see
the ridges of the sand dunes in the distance.
 This area is important for overwintering birds
– in November and December there can be
thousands of them.
Walk west along the forest edge, with the sea
on your right, for about a kilometre and a half,
until you reach the next entry point into the
forest.  Keep to the ground by the forest edge,
the mudflats are fragile, and can be dangerous.
 If the water level is too high to proceed, take
the parallel path inland in the forest instead.

As you walk, look out for the WW2 anti-glider
poles sticking out of the water; and the
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WALKING THROUGH LANDSCAPE
PROGRAMME 5: THE CLIMATE

This walk explores a small section of the forest and shore at Culbin, telling the story of the great changes
this landscape has seen, and the ways in which natural processes, climate changes, and human intervention
have shaped what you can see.

Please note that this walk starts and finishes at a point known as The Gut, which itself is about a 30-40 min
walk from the nearest car park at Wellhill.

You can find maps of Culbin at the information board in the car park, or the Ordnance Survey map has all
the forest paths marked on it.  This would be an easy area to get lost in – so do take a map with you!
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building to the northwest, which is a former
salmon bothy.

Section Two:
Through the forest to Hill 99 (between points
2 and 3)

This section of the walk leads through the
forest to the viewpoint of Hill 99.  Along the
way, look out for numbered posts, which will
help you keep track of where you are (these
correspond with the numbers on the Forestry
Commission maps of Culbin).  To get to Hill
99 from the shore, take the path into the
woodland, and at the first junction you come
to – Junction 15 – turn left.  Walk along, going
straight ahead at Junction 14, then at the next
crossroads, turn right to reach the grand tower
at Hill 99 (point 3).

As you go, you’ll hear about the history of the
forest.  Until the late 17th century, there was
agricultural land here.  But during a period of
climatic deterioration, it was buried under
sand; and for two hundred years, this area
was a vast area of dunes, until the trees were
planted after the First World War.

Section 3:
Hill 99

Climb to the top of the Hill 99 viewpoint.
From here, you get an incredible sense of just
how big the forest at Culbin is.  It’s hard to
imagine this expanse was once sand and
gravel.

Section 4:
From Hill 99 towards Junction 13 (point 4)

Return to ground level to explore the forest
further.  Retrace you steps north along the
path you took to reach Hill 99. When you
reach the crossroads with the track that runs
roughly east to west, turn right, and walk
along it, eastwards.  You’ll be walking through
an area planted with a mixture of Scots pine
and Corsican pines.  Along this track towards
Junction 13, there are some places where the
trees are only a few feet high, in spite of being
decades old.  This is because they have been
planted on shingle, where the soil is very poor.
 It’s a good place to see some of the lichens
which grow in the forest.

Section 5:
Back to The Gut

The final part of the walk takes you back to
the waterline.  Return once more to the
crossroads, and turn right, to end up back at
The Gut.  Culbin could be threatened by a
change in climate once more: If sea levels rise,
the saltmarsh area between the sea and the
forest, so important for birdlife, could be
squeezed out.

Download audio version at:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/series/land
scape

The BBC Scotland's Landscape maps are intended as a guide
only. The BBC takes no responsibility for any accident or injury
that may occur while following the route.
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