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Minecraft - Multiplayer LAN

Setting up a Multiplayer LAN

Software: Minecraft – Latest available version
Platform: Windows XP/Vista/7/8 and 10 or Mac OS X (10.5+)

Multiplayer requires a quality and stable connection to the internet.

A Multiplayer LAN is a network of computers joined together. They are 
connected using a router that is not connected to the internet but can 
allow information to pass from computer to computer. Most importantly 
for this project, it can allow players to connect in Minecraft on multiple 
machines and play in the same Minecraft world.

Multiplayer game mode allows you to create a world in which multiple 
players can join and play together. Using Minecraft in a classroom or 
technical suite may not suit this setup though it does negate the need for 
access to the school network if this is unavailable.

When working in multiplayer mode, players will be able to move around 
in the same world, chat to each other in game (locally) and even manipulate 
each other’s Minecraft builds. This is likely to require some parent/
teacher supervision.

A LAN (Local Area Network) is a computer network that connects 
computers together in a limited area. Using a ‘Router’ you can link 
several computers together so you can play Minecraft together without 
the need for access to a school/private network.

Equipment List:
• Wireless Router or Wired Router (Recommended)
• Ethernet Cables (Wired Router option only)

Note: Connection via a ‘Wireless Router’ depends on the wireless settings 
of each brand and version of router. This is normally straightforward and 
requires no action on your part but we recommend you use a ‘Wired 
Router’ as this is always much easier.
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We will use a Wired Router as an example in the instructions below.

You only need to set a Multiplayer LAN world up on one computer. As a 
teacher or parent, this is likely to be your own. Your pupils can then join the 
world using their own computers. See ‘Joining a Multiplayer LAN’ at the 
end of this document.

Step 1 -  Using ‘Ethernet’ cables, connect each computer to the ‘LAN Router’  
 via the ‘Ethernet Ports’.

Setting up a Multiplayer LAN World

 Note: You should aim to buy or access a LAN Router with as many  
 Ethernet ports as possible. The standard is four but there can be as  
 many as sixteen or more. If you can only fi nd ones with 4/5, you can  
 set up multiple stations with 4/5 computers attached to each host  
 computer across your whole group.

Step 2 -  Click ‘Singleplayer’.

 Even though we are aiming to create a multiplayer experience, in  
 Minecraft this starts with ‘Singleplayer’ game mode.

Step 2 -  Click the ‘Create New World’ option.
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Step 3 -  Give your Minecraft world a name.

Step 4 -  Click the ‘Game Mode’ button below until it says ‘Creative’.

Step 5 -  Click ‘More World Options’.

Step 6 -  Make sure your settings are set to the following:

Step 7 -  Click ‘Create New World’.

Step 8 -  Once you have created the world, press the ‘Escape key’. 
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Joining a Multiplayer LAN World

Step 9 -  Click the ‘Open to LAN’ button. 

Step 10 - Make sure you set the game to ‘Creative Mode’ (if it isn’t already)  
 and ‘Cheats On’. 

Step 11 - Click ‘Start LAN World’ to fi nish setting up your Multiplayer 
 LAN world.

As mentioned above, your pupils or group will now be able to join your 
Multiplayer LAN World. Each joining player should do the following:

Step 1 -  Open Minecraft.

Step 2 -  Click ‘Multiplayer’.

Minecraft will now search for any local LAN games you have set up.

Step 3 -  Once the Multiplayer LAN world you set up shows in the list, click  
 on it and click ‘Join Server’.

 Each computer who goes through this process will be able to join  
 your LAN game.

You will now run a multiplayer world and each person attached can begin 
creating their ‘Build It Scotland’ structure. See our ‘Minecraft - Playing 
Minecraft’ resource for tips on how to do this.
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