
In order to start building towards their entry  
for ‘Wallace & Gromit’s’ Soundtrack 
Competition, children could select a character 
that they like from a Wallace & Gromit film.  
They could use the printable role boards to write 
down the personality and think about how they 
are portrayed musically in the film, e.g.

- fast and energetic
- scary
- happy
- funny
- sad
- big and slow.

It may help to concentrate on one single aspect 
of the character. 

They could then choose an instrument that 
might best portray it, and try to invent a short 
musical phrase that describes it. Suggest that 
they restrict themselves to using just three or 
four different notes to make a phrase that is 
seven to nine notes long.

An idea to get started could be the notes E G and 
A in the sequence:

Players can choose their own notes for their  
own music.

The other members of the group could think 
about the result and suggest changes. Other 
players in the group could then think of the 
other aspects of the chosen character and invent 
music that portrays or underlines each trait. 
Other phrases could be longer or shorter or 
some phrases could be repeated patterns of 3-4 
notes, depending on what the group is trying to 
get across.

Once they are happy with their characterisation, 
the group could then arrange the phrases 
together to give a full picture of the chosen 
character. They should think about whether 
theses musical elements could be:

•	 sequential/consecutive	where	one	phrase		 	
 follows another

•	 simultaneous	where	phrases	are	played	at	the		
 same time

•	 or	a	mixture	of	both.

The composition could be thought of as making 
a portrait of the character or telling a short 
story about the character.
 
Children could then perform the finished 
composition and make a recording, without 
telling the audience who the music is about.  
Can the audience describe the characteristics  
of that person? Some of the answers might be 
quite	unexpected!	Can	they	guess	which	
character it is? 

In the film ‘Taking 
Inspiration’, the children 
are mature, accomplished 
players on a variety of 
instruments, but this is not a 
prerequisite for success with 
this project. Any standard 
of performance on any 
combination of instruments 
will be just as valid.
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•	 An	understanding	of	mood	in	music
•	 Assembling	a	group	of	phrases	to	compose	a	piece	of	music
•	 Performing	for	an	audience
•	 Evaluating	the	success	of	the	portrayal


