
Encourage pupils to conduct an extensive 
exploration of sound sources that could  
be recorded. Anything that moves or can  
safely be struck, scraped or twanged can be 
investigated in the schoolroom and around  
the school. Remind children to look for more 
than one way to get a sound from something.

Sounds can be recorded using a hand-held 
recorder, mobile phone or digital camera. 
Children can try to record as many interesting, 
but contrasting, sounds as they can, and discuss 
the range of sounds that they have found so  
that they can select which ones to use.

In terms of editing the sounds into a composition, 
there are lots of free downloadable editing 
packages available online. Once pupils have 
experimented with this, they can upload the 
selected sounds to the software on a computer. 
Softwares do differ, but you will be able to create a 
four-beat/one-bar loop and a number of tracks 
onto which the sounds will be placed.

Pupils might want to select one of the sounds 
and use it to make a good basic beat. It doesn’t 
need to go 1-2-3-4, but might be better in a 
simple rhythm within the four beats. If necessary, 
refer to Getting Started where the names of 
cheeses were used to create rhythms.

This can then be recorded onto a track of the 
software file. Play it back a few times to see if  
it sounds good. On some software packages, you 
may have to cut the original sound file to fit, or 
trim it once it’s on the track. Pupils can then 
select other sounds and add them to the mix  
in different rhythms. 

Once the final mix is in place, it’s always fun  
to play it to an audience and get a reaction. 
Which sounds work best in the mix and why?  
Which sounds need to be changed? Think about 
which sounds were not used and discuss the 
reasons why.

The film ‘Found Sounds’ 
shows how simple 
exploration can reveal  
a wide variety of sources  
for many different sounds.
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•	 Understanding	that	sound	is	potentially		
 all around us

•	 Learning	how	to	experiment	with		 	
 unusual sounds

•	 Mixing	sounds	to	make	a	musical		 	
 pattern using computer software

•	 Evaluation	of	the	process	and	the	result
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