
In order to help prepare children for composing 
their entry to Wallace & Gromit’s Soundtrack 
Competition, you might want to play some or all 
of the ‘Compose Yourself’ films to give them 
inspiration. These films reveal how all sorts of 
music can be made in all sorts of ways and that it 
is not essential to use traditional musical 
instruments. There is music everywhere.

There are helpful sheets like this one called ‘Ideas 
for Use in Class’ that accompany each of the 
Compose Yourself films. It might be worth 
experimenting with different ways of making 
music and soundtracks before the children take 
on the Wallace & Gromit challenge and make 
their choice of one of two great clips.

Also on the Competition web pages is a collection 
of Wallace & Gromit printables. These include the 
original clips’ storyboards on which children can 
write what they imagine they hear when they see 
the dynamic duo in action; character sheets for 
Wallace, Gromit and Piella; a composer’s 
notebook; and the scripts that match the clips 
and storyboards.

Once your teams of children are ready to have a 
go at creating a soundtrack for the competition, 
you can play the short film, ‘The Perfect 
Soundtrack’, in which Aardman Animations’ 
Creative Director, Merlin Crossingham, and 
Wallace & Gromit composer, Julian Nott, explain 
some of the tricks of the trade. Children can then 
discuss what they have heard. 

Before they embark on their own soundtracks, 
you can show children a clip from any popular 
film or programme with which they are familiar. 
Ask the children to see if they can identify some 
of the ingredients described by the Aardman 
team. Encourage the children to discuss 
questions like these:

•	 	What	different	sounds	could	they	hear?	 
And	how	might	they	have	been	made?	

•	 	What	was	happening	in	the	clip	and	how	 
did the music make it more enjoyable  
and	exciting?

•	 	What	was	the	mood	of	the	soundtrack	they	
heard?	Was	it	fast,	slow,	happy,	exciting,	 
scary	and	so	on?

•	 How	did	the	music	change	during	the	clip?	

Note for teachers: Please 
take a tour of the web 
pages supporting Wallace 
& Gromit’s Soundtrack 
Competition. You may 
well prefer to devise your 
own journey through the 
resources on the way to 
encouraging children to 
create an entry. These notes 
are for guidance only.
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Working on an entry for the competition 

Each age group – lower and upper primary – has 2 clips to choose from. As you will see, all the clips have no 
music or sound effects, only dialogue. The challenge of the competition is to create a brand new soundtrack 
for 1 Wallace & Gromit clip.

Children must work in teams of 2 to 5, (See Terms and Conditions for full details.)

But before children choose their clips, you can play the film ‘The Wallace & Gromit Soundtrack Challenge’  
in which the Aardman team talks about some of the qualities they hope to hear in entries.

Ask	the	children	to	discuss	what	the	Aardman	creatives	had	to	say.	How	will	they	respond	to	the	challenge?		

Now you can play the 2 clips with no soundtracks and ask the children to think about how they will make 
music and sounds to go with the action.

In	their	groups,	they	can	analyse	the	mood	of	each	piece	–	how	does	it	change	or	develop?	–	and	then	decide	
which clip they wish to work with.

The storyboards, scripts, character sheets and composer’s notebook allow children to think about their 
chosen clip without watching it over and over again. They can explore and jot down ideas:

•	 	What	sort	of	sounds	do	they	imagine	they	hear	when	they	look	at	the	pictures	of	Wallace	&	Gromit	in	
different	situations?	

•	 How	can	they	make	these	sounds?	

•	 Which	characters	are	involved?	And	what	do	they	know	about	them?		

•	 What	sort	of	sounds	and	music	belong	with	their	personalities	and	appearances?

Next, the children need to work out which instruments, found sounds or devices they are going to use for 
their soundtrack and how they will help tell the story of the clip in their own ways. To make this easier, you 
can download the chosen clips so they are easily accessible.

Encourage them to be as creative as possible in their efforts, and to try a range of approaches to get the 
perfect new soundtrack for the competition. 

The soundtrack should be entirely the pupils’ own work, but teachers are able to help them to record the 
tracks to enter the competition. These can be sent as audio files or, if preferred, the soundtrack can be added 
to the downloaded clip and entered as a video file.


