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This information is correct as 
of January 2011, but is subject 
to change, so please check the 
website for subsequent versions. 
If you’ve registered your interest, 
we’ll keep you informed of key 
developments by email. 
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This  pack  is  written  for 
teachers.  It  contains  all  the 
information  your  school 
needs  to  participate  in  the 
BBC’s  Shakespeare  reciting 
and  performing  contest  for 
secondary  school  students. 

Students  taking  part  will 
embark  on  an  exciting  journey 
to  discover  the  language  and 
relevance  of  the  bard’s  most 
popular  speeches.  The  nine 
finalists  will  take  part  in  a 
documentary  for  BBC  Two. 

To  register  your  interest  please 
visit  bbc.co.uk/offbyheart 

1. Summary 
Off By Heart Shakespeare 
is a fantastic opportunity for 
secondary school students to take 
part in a BBC contest to learn, 
recite and perform a speech from 
a Shakespearean play. The aim 
is to give students an exciting 
experience of Shakespeare’s work 
and the opportunity to take part in 
an actor-led workshop. 

At the regional heats, students 
will recite a speech they have 
learnt to a small judging panel. 
On the same day they will join 
a workshop designed to help 
them understand and enjoy 
Shakespeare’s language through 
performance-based games and 
techniques. 

Nine finalists will receive expert 
coaching and mentoring before 
going forward to compete in a 
televised Grand Final in 2012. 
The winner will be crowned 
Schools Shakespeare Champion 
and will be awarded the Off By 
Heart Shakespeare cup. The 
school of the winning student 
will receive £500 in book tokens. 

A documentary following the 
finalists is planned as part of 
the BBC’s Shakespeare Season 
in 2012. 
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2. Key dates 
This timeline is correct as of January 2011. If there are any changes 
we will notify you via bbc.co.uk/offbyheart 

January–June 2011 School registers interest 

ACTION – Register your interest online at bbc.co.uk/offbyheart 

April–June 2011 School selects up to three students to participate 

ACTION – Visit bbc.co.uk/offbyheart for: 

– Off By Heart Shakespeare teaching resources including video 
clips, lesson ideas and suggestions for holding your own 
recital competition 

– Announcement of set speech list 

June–July 2011 School applies for a regional heat place for student/s 

– There are 100 places available at each heat. Places will be 
allocated on a first come, first served basis. 

ACTION – Visit bbc.co.uk/offbyheart to apply for a place. 
You will need to complete an online form with details about 
each student you are nominating. 

October/November 
2011 (tbc) 

Regional heats take place 

January/February 
2012 (tbc) 

Grand Final 

April 2012 (tbc) Off By Heart Shakespeare documentary on BBC Two 



   

    
 

      
   

   
     

   
      

     
     

   
 

   
      

      
    

       
     

    
    

     
    

 
     

      
   

    
      

  

    
    

    
      

   

      
     

     
       

     
     

      
     

     
      
    

    
       

     
      

     
   

    
    

    
    

 

    
 

     
     

   
   

    
     
     

      

     
    

    
      

     
   

  
 

    
    

 
    

     
     
      

    
     

3. Who can take part? 
All schools in the UK are invited to 
nominate up to three students to 
attend a heat. The contest is open 
to students who are aged 13-15 
on 1 September 2011. 

All entrants must have parental/ 
guardian consent to take part. 
Please check the Terms and 
conditions on page 08 for 
full details. 

4. When and where are 
the heats? 
It is expected that the half-day 
heats will be held in central 
locations in Belfast, Birmingham, 
Bristol, Glasgow, Leeds, London 
and Manchester. They will take 
place during the autumn term in 
2011. We hope to confirm the 
venues by the end of May 2011. 

The Grand Final will take place 
in January or February 2012. 
Students taking part in regional 
heats should be in the UK and 
available to attend the Grand Final 
if they are selected. 

5. What happens at 
the heats? 
The heats will be run in collaboration 
with the Shakespeare Schools 
Festival. Students will be 
welcomed by the Off By Heart 
Shakespeare team and allocated 
to a workshop group of 25 people. 

Each workshop will be led by 
trained actors and will help the 
students to enjoy Shakespeare 
through performance-based 
games and techniques. Students 
will also recite a speech they have 
selected and learnt from the set 
list to a judging panel. 

The BBC will not film all the events 
and students may not see film 
crews at the heats. However, 
parents/guardians will be asked to 
give their permission to cover the 
possibility of filming taking place. 

Please note: 
– Parents and chaperones will not 

be able to stay during the heat. 
They should accompany the 
student at registration and then 
return to collect them at the end 
of the heat. 

– Students can wear casual 
clothes or their school uniform. 
Costumes should not be worn 
during the recital. A hat and one 
small prop are permitted. 

– The heats are 3.5 hours long; 
there will be a refreshment break 
so students should bring a drink 
and a snack as no food will be 
provided. 

– Students must bring a signed 
consent form to the heat; 
they will not be able to take 
part in the heat without it. 
Teachers will be sent a consent 
form to pass on to the student 
once their place has been 
confirmed. 

6. The prizes 
Regional Heats 
Four winners from each regional 
heat will receive a certificate. 

Grand Final 
Eight runners-up will receive a 
certificate and a £100 book token 
for their school. The overall winner 
will be awarded the Off By Heart 
Shakespeare Cup and will receive 
£500 in book tokens for their 
school. 
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7. Set speech list 
In April 2011 we wil announce 
the set list of speeches along 
with videos and teaching 
resources on the website: 
bbc.co.uk/offbyheart. 
Students must select a speech 
from this set list to perform by 
heart at the regional heats. 

The 18 speeches will be selected 
from the following plays: 

As You Like It 
Hamlet 
Julius Caesar 
Macbeth 
Merchant of Venice 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
Romeo and Juliet 
Twelfth Night 

8.  What  resources  
are  available? 
Although  only  up  to  three  students 
can  attend  the  regional  heat, 
your  whole  class  can  benefit 
from  being  involved  in  this 
schools  project.  In  April  2011, 
Shakespeare  workshop  and  video 
resources  will  be  made  available 
for  you  to  download  
and  use  in  class.  
Visit  bbc.co.uk/offbyheart 

The  resources  are  designed  to 
support  your  teaching  through: 

–  Using  active  approaches  to 
teaching  Shakespeare  –  a  really 
effective  way  of  improving 
students’  understanding  of 
Shakespeare’s  text,  its  themes 
and  imagery. 

–  Getting  young  people  up 
on  their  feet  exploring 
Shakespeare’s  characters  and 
speaking  his  language  in  an 
enjoyable  way. 

–  Sharing  tools  and  techniques 
designed  to  improve  essential 
skills,  such  as  speaking  and 
listening,  from  the  KS3  and  4 
curriculum.  In  particular: 

- using  dramatic  approaches 
to  explore  ideas,  texts  and 
issues; 

- using  dramatic  techniques  to 
convey  action,  character  and 
tension,  and  to  justify  choices; 

- exploring  the  ways  that  words, 
actions,  sound  and  staging 
combine  to  create  dramatic 
moments; 

- evaluating  drama 
performances  that  students 
have  watched  or  taken  part  in. 

What to expect bbc.co.uk/offbyheart 05 



   

    
     
    
    

   
     

   
  

     
    

 

    
     

   
 

    
 

     
       
     
     

     
     
     

      
   

     
     

 

 
      

    
    

      
    
    

       
  

  
     

   
   
   

 

    
    

     
     

    
     

     
   

    
    

    
   

    
   

  
    

  
   

  

    
    

  
 

  
    
    

   
   
    

    
     

 

9. How to select students 
Each school can nominate up to 
three students and teachers can 
select as they think appropriate. 
Running a school competition 
is a great way to engage 
more students with enjoying 
Shakespeare’s language. (We’ll 
offer some ideas and guidance 
on running a school competition 
in April.) 

Please read the Terms and 
conditions on page 08 to check 
the student’s eligibility before 
nominating them. 

10. Judging criteria 
Judges will use set criteria to 
help them assess performances. 
Teachers and students should 
familiarise themselves with 
the criteria. 

Please consult the Terms and 
conditions on page 08 for 
contest rules relating to the recital. 
Marks are awarded for each of 
the following four categories, up 
to 10 marks per criterion, with 
a maximum score of 40 points 
available to each student: 

1. Recitation: Is the speech 
recited in full from memory 
(with no prompt notes) with 
each word articulated audibly? 

2. Voice: Is the delivery 
expressive? Does the student 
show comprehension of 
the speech, and is this 
understanding conveyed to 
the audience (through volume, 
pace, pitch, etc.)? 

3. Physicality: Does the student 
inhabit the meaning of the 
language through physical 
expression (movement, 
gestures, expressions, stance, 
posture, eye contact, etc. that 
enhance the speech and its 
performance)? 

4. Shows potential: Consider 
how watchable and memorable 
their performance is and the 
potential to develop further in 
the final, with the benefit of 
expert tuition. 

11. How will the finalists 
be selected? 
There are 17 regional heats being 
held over nine days. At the end of 
each heat, judges will select four 
heat winners who will each receive 
a certificate. These winners will be 
videoed for reference, to help the 
judging panel select a winner from 
each of the nine days. Judges all 
use the same criteria. 

The nine finalists go forward to 
compete in a televised Grand Final 
in 2012. 

Please note: 
– Owing to the number of students 

involved we are unable to 
announce finalists at the regional 
heats. At a later date we will 
contact students who have been 
selected for the Grand Final. 

– We can only contact people who 
have been selected. 
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12. How to book a place 
To apply for a place at the heat you’ll need to complete an online 
form in June giving us details of each student you are nominating. 
Visit bbc.co.uk/offbyheart. Places will be allocated on a first come, 
first served basis. Here is a checklist of information you will need on 
hand to complete the online nomination form. 

  Nomination form checklist Tick 

       Details of any relevant health/accessibility issues for student 

     Speech choice (selected from set list) 

        Student must be aged 13-15 on 1 September 2011 

      Parental/guardian’s permission to give personal data about 
    their child to the BBC 

13. Consent forms 

If you are successful in booking 
a place at a regional heat, you 
will be sent a consent form that 
needs to be given to the parent/ 
guardian to complete. The student 
attending the heat must bring 
the completed consent form 
with them on the day. They will 
not be able to take part in 
the heat unless they have a 
consent form with them. This is 
very important, so please ensure 
that the parent/guardian and 
student are aware and give them 
plenty of notice. 
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14.  Terms  and  conditions 7. 	� a.  Participating  schools  must 12.  The  BBC’s  decision  as  to  the 
cover  the  cost  of  any  student winner  is  final.  The  BBC  will 

1. 	� This  contest  is  open  to  all attending  regional  heats, not  engage  in  correspondence 
children  who  are  aged  13- including  travel  and  transport relating  to  the  heats  or  the 
15  on  1st  September  2011, for  both  the  chaperone result  outcomes. 
in  UK  secondary  schools, and  the  student.  Parents/ The  BBC  reserves  the  right except  close  relatives  of 13.  

guardians  must  not  be  asked to  cancel  this  contest  at BBC  employees  and  anyone to  cover  costs.  It  is  expected any  stage,  or  change  any connected  with  the  contest. that  heats  will  be  held  in  these of  the  rules  or  procedures 
2. 	� Entrants  can  only  enter cities:  Belfast,  Birmingham, including  the  number  or 

by  being  nominated  by Bristol,  Glasgow,  Leeds, location  of  regional  heats  if 
their  school.  Each  school London  and  Manchester. deemed  necessary,  or  due 
can  nominate  up  to  three  b.  For  winners  of  the  regional to  circumstances  outside  its 
students,  although  the  BBC heats,  the  cost  of  competing control,  without  notice. 
reserves  the  right  to  vary  this in  the  Grand  Final  will  be  met 14.  The  BBC  will  only  ever  use requirement  if  it  deems  it by  the  BBC. personal  details  for  the necessary  to  do  so. 

8. 	� All  entrants  must  have  written purposes  of  administering  the 
3. 	� Places  are  strictly  limited  and parental/guardian  consent  to contest.  For  the  purposes  of 

will  be  allocated  in  order  of take  part. administering  the  heats,  we 
application.  When  all  allocated need  to  share  some  personal Some  of  the  regional  heats, places  are  taken,  schools  will 9. 	�

data  with  the  Shakespeare and  the  Grand  Final,  may  be be  put  on  a  waiting  list. Schools  Festival.  We  will  not filmed  as  part  of  a  programme 
4. 	� Students  must  learn  to  recite disclose  the  personal  details for  possible  transmission.  By 

one  or  more  of  the  designated to  any  other  party  without allowing  a  child  to  take  part 
Shakespearean  speeches  permission.  More  information in  a  regional  heat,  parents/ 
to  take  part  in  the  regional on  the  BBC’s  Privacy  Policy  is guardians  are  giving  consent 
heats.  From  April  2011  available  at  bbc.co.uk/privacy for  their  child  to  be  filmed. 
these  can  be  found  here:  15.  The  contest  is  administered  by 10.  The  BBC  reserves  the  right bbc.co.uk/offbyheart the  BBC  and  is  subject  to  the at  its  absolute  discretion  to 

5. 	� The  child’s  solo  recitation laws  of  England  and  Wales. disqualify  any  child  who  fails 
should  be  learned  by  heart. to  comply  with  the  rules  or 
No  scripts  or  prompts  can who  is  disruptive,  in  distress 
be  used  by  any  child  in  the or  does  anything  to  bring  the 
regional  heats.  No  costumes BBC  into  disrepute. 
should  be  worn  but  a  hat  will 

11.  If  a  finalist  from  the  regional be  allowed.  A  single,  small 
heats  is  unable  to  be prop  may  be  used. 
contacted,  or  unavailable 

6. 	� Schools  are  responsible  for to  attend  the  Grand  Final, 
ensuring  that  students  have  a the  BBC  reserves  the  right 
chaperone  to  escort  them  to to  offer  a  place  in  the  Grand 
and  from  the  regional  heats. Final  to  a  runner-up  from 

within  the  same  region. 
Participation  in  the  Grand 
Final  may  be  subject  to  any 
relevant  licences  governing 
the  engagement  of  children 
being  obtained  by  the  BBC  if 
deemed  necessary. 
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15. FAQs 
Are there any costs involved? 
The regional heats are free to 
attend, but schools must cover 
the travel and transport costs 
of the student and a chaperone 
attending the heat. In the interests 
of fairness, parents/guardians 
must not be asked to pay. 

When will I find out if my 
student has a place? 
In June you are invited to register 
up to three students for a place 
at a heat. You should visit 
bbc.co.uk/offbyheart and 
complete an online registration 
form. Places will be allocated on 
a first come, first served basis. 
After completing the online 
form, you will receive an email 
to confirm a place or notify you 
that the workshop is full. 

My child is home-schooled. 

Can he/she attend? I run a 
drama school. Can I nominate 
a child to take part? 
No, unfortunately this competition 
is only open to children in full-time 
secondary school education and 
all nominations must be made by 
a member of their teaching staff. 

What if my student doesn’t 
get a place? 
You will be notified that you will be 
placed on a waiting list, or you are 
welcome to apply for a heat at a 
different location or date. 

Can students recite a speech 
of their own choice? 
No, students must select the 
speech from a set list. In April 
2011 we will publish a list of 18 
speeches on the Off By Heart 
Shakespeare website. If you have 
registered your interest on 
bbc.co.uk/offbyheart an email 
will be sent to you when the 
speeches are online. 

Can props be used? 
A single, small prop may be used. 
No costumes should be worn but 
a hat will be allowed. These are 
optional and not required. 

Can notes be taken into 
the room? 
No. The student should learn 
the speech by heart. No scripts 
or prompts can be used by any 
child in the regional heats. Judges 
will have all the texts to prompt if 
needed. 

When will the finalists be 
announced? 
At the end of each heat judges 
will select four heat winners to 
receive certificates. 

Once the regional heats have taken 
place, a judging panel will select 
nine finalists from the heat winners 
(one from each day of heats) to 
compete in a televised Grand Final 
in 2012. Finalists will be contacted 
by email and letter to the school 
during December 2011. 

Owing to the number of 
students involved we are unable 
to announce finalists at the 
regional heats. 

Can parents/chaperones 
stay with students during 
workshops? 
No, we cannot allow parents/ 
guardians to stay at the venue 
whilst the heat takes place. For 
reasons of safety, the doors will 
be closed after registration takes 
place and will open again after 
the heat for students to be 
collected. Students must be 
accompanied to and from the 
heat by a parent/guardian. 

How do I get in touch? 
If you would like to get in 
touch, email the team at 
offbyheart@bbc.co.uk 

Can I get any help paying for 
travel costs? 
Unfortunately the BBC cannot offer 
any financial support for students 
wishing to participate in the contest. 
The cost of participating should be 
met by the school. For reasons of 
fairness parents/guardians should 
not be asked to pay. 

Will there be any support 
materials produced? 
Yes, in April 2011 – please visit 
bbc.co.uk/offbyheart to view the 
set list of speeches and to download 
supporting materials such as videos 
of the speeches and lesson ideas. 

Will the BBC be filming at 
all heats? 
No, the BBC will not film all the 
heats, but may film at some. So 
students should not expect to see 
film crews but, to give the film crews 
flexibility, all parents/guardians 
will be asked to give their permission 
for filming in advance of taking part. 

Will students at the heats be on 
television? 
As above – film crews will not be at 
all heats. However, if your student is 
selected as one of the nine finalists 
they will be filmed for a BBC Two 
documentary called Off By Heart 
Shakespeare. 

When will the programme 
be on TV? 
The documentary Off By Heart 
Shakespeare is planned to be 
broadcast on BBC Two in April 2012. 
Details will be confirmed nearer 
the time. We will announce the 
broadcast dates on the website: 
bbc.co.uk/offbyheart 
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