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Act: Three Scene: Two 
Character: Juliet 

 
 

Blistered be thy tongue 

For such a wish! he was not born to shame: 

Upon his brow shame is ashamed to sit; 

For 'tis a throne where honour may be crowned 

Sole monarch of the universal earth. 

O what a beast was I to chide at him!  

Shall I speak ill of him that is my husband? 

Ah, poor my lord, what tongue shall smooth thy name, 

When I, thy three-hours wife, have mangled it? 

But wherefore, villain, didst thou kill my cousin? 

That villain cousin would have killed my husband. 

Back, foolish tears, back to your native spring, 

Your tributary drops belong to woe, 

Which you mistaking offer up to joy. 

My husband lives, that Tybalt would have slain, 

And Tybalt's dead that would have slain my husband: 

All this is comfort, wherefore weep I then?
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Romeo and Juliet Notes and Activities created by the RSC 
Act: Three Scene: Two 
Character: Juliet 
 
 
About the speech 
Romeo and Juliet is a play about two young lovers with a mountain of problems standing between them. The 
ancient grudge between their two families is the first obstacle to their love; fate – the positions of the stars – is the 
other. Romeo is a Montague and Juliet a Capulet. The Montagues and the Capulets are great enemies. The day 
after Romeo and Juliet meet and fall in love, Friar Laurence marries them in secret. While Juliet waits at home for 
her wedding night, Romeo encounters a fight between Juliet’s cousin Tybalt and Romeo’s friend Mercutio. When he 
tries to intervene, Tybalt stabs and kills Mercutio. In a rage at the loss of his friend, Romeo takes on Tybalt in a 
swordfight and kills him. Romeo is banished as punishment for his crime. 
 
Just before this speech the Nurse has told Juliet the news. Juliet rages against Romeo but as soon as the Nurse 
says, “Shame come to Romeo“, Juliet turns on her and defends her husband. She angrily tells the nurse “Blistered 
be thy tongue/For such a wish!”.  She still struggles, though, with the fact that he killed her cousin: “But wherefore, 
villain, didst thou kill my cousin?” She tells herself that if was self-defence “That villain cousin would have killed my 
husband”. This is a young girl that cannot make sense of her feelings about what has happened: she is happy her 
husband is alive but at the same time she is mourning the person he killed. 
 
 
 
How actors work 
During rehearsals, directors and actors often investigate the background of the Shakespeare play and character 
they are bringing to life. Shakespeare often highlights events happening in Elizabethan England through the 
language, characters and plots of his plays. Understanding the context in which these plays were written will help 
you make interesting choices about how to perform a particular speech. Actors also connect the character they are 
playing with their own experiences and the world around them.  
 
Loyalty to her family and to her husband creates a painful conflict for Juliet when she hears Romeo has killed Tybalt. 
Find out about attitudes to personal and family honour and loyalty in Elizabethan England. Where today would you 
find similar ideas about family honour? How does this help you understand Juliet’s dilemma in this speech? 
 
 
 
Performance Suggestions 
Actors that approach this role will explore the different range of emotions that Juliet could be feeling at this moment. 
During rehearsals they will then choose how to play the speech. Try saying the speech as if Juliet feels: 
 

•  tearful 
•  angry 
•  hopeful 
•  confused 

 
Take a look at the language of the speech and try mixing these different choices to see which ones work best for 
specific moments 


