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Act: Three Scene: One 
Character: Titania 

 
  Out of this wood do not desire to go: 

Thou shalt remain here, whether thou wilt or no. 

I am a spirit of no common rate; 

The summer still doth tend upon my state, 

And I do love thee. Therefore go with me. 

I'll give thee fairies to attend on thee,  

And they shall fetch thee jewels from the deep,  

And sing, while thou on pressed flowers dost sleep;  

And I will purge thy mortal grossness so  

That thou shalt like an airy spirit go.  

Peaseblossom, Cobweb, Moth, and Mustardseed!  

Be kind and courteous to this gentleman: 

Hop in his walks and gambol in his eyes;  

Feed him with apricocks and dewberries,  

With purple grapes, green figs, and mulberries;  

The honey-bags steal from the humble-bees,  

And for night-tapers crop their waxen thighs,  

And light them at the fiery glow-worm's eyes  

To have my love to bed, and to arise;  

And pluck the wings from Painted butterflies  

To fan the moonbeams from his sleeping eyes.  

Nod to him, elves, and do him courtesies.
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A Midsummer Night’s Dream Notes and Activities created by the RSC 
Act: Three Scene: One 
Character: Titania 
 
 
About the speech 
The world of A Midsummer Night’s Dream is one of magic and confusion. A large part of this confusion stems from 
the interference of Oberon, King of the Fairies. In the play, Oberon and his wife, Titania, are involved in a big 
argument. Frustrated with his wife, Oberon plays a mean trick on her to make her look ridiculous. He makes Titania 
magically fall in love with Bottom, a human being that has been turned into a donkey.  
This speech takes place just as Titania has been tricked into falling in love with Bottom. He is surprised by her 
attention and tries to get away so she promises to provide “fairies to attend on thee” to convince him to stay. She 
describes exactly what the fairies will do to serve him: they will “sing” to him while he sleeps on “pressed flowers”, 
fetch him “jewels” and feed him “apricocks and dewberries”. Titania is a desperate woman in love trying everything 
in her power to get Bottom to stay with her. 
 
 
 
How actors work 
During rehearsals, directors and actors often investigate the background of the play and character they are bringing 
to life. Shakespeare often highlights events happening in Elizabethan England through the language, characters and 
plots of his plays. Understanding the context in which these plays were written will help you make interesting 
choices about how to perform a particular speech. Actors also connect the character they are playing with their own 
experiences and the world around them.  
 
During Shakespeare’s lifetime people believed that fairies were temperamental, even wicked, and that they could 
cause mischief in the human world. What can you find out about the attitude of the Elizabethans towards fairies? 
Does this change the way you think about Titania and say the speech? 
 
 
 
Performance Suggestions 
There are many ways that you can perform the speech. It is spoken by a woman desperately in love. As a starting 
point actors can look at different ways people behave when they are in love: sulky, quiet, awkward, hopeless, 
annoying, etc. Try saying Titania’s speech as if she is: 

• completely desperate and trying everything to make Bottom stay 
• trying to play it cool with Bottom 
• being very flirtatious with Bottom 

Titania addresses several of her fairies during this speech. In productions, actors create specific characters for each 
of the fairies and decide in rehearsals how they are treated by their queen. 
What kind of queen do you think Titania is and how do you think she would speak to her servants? Look at the part 
of the speech where she is talking to her fairies and try saying the speech as if she is: 

• a kind and loving queen 
• an impatient and frustrated queen 
• an overly bossy queen who loves ordering people about 

Take a look at the language of the speech and try mixing these different choices to see which ones work 
best for specific moments. 

 

  


