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Romans, countrymen, and lovers, hear me for my cause, and be silent, 

that you may hear. Believe me for mine honour, and have respect to 

mine honour that you may believe. Censure me in your wisdom, and 

awake your senses that you may the better judge. If there be any in this 

assembly, any dear friend of Caesar's, to him I say that Brutus' love to 

Caesar was no less than his. If then that friend demand why Brutus 

rose against Caesar, this is my answer: not that I loved Caesar less, 

but that I loved Rome more. Had you rather Caesar were living, and  

die all slaves, than that Caesar were dead, to live all free men? As 

Caesar loved me, I weep for him; as he was fortunate, I rejoice at it; as 

he was valiant, I honour him; but, as he was ambitious, I slew him.  

There is tears for his love, joy for his fortune, honour for his valour,  

and death for his ambition. Who is here so base that would be a 

bondman? If any, speak, for him have I offended. Who is here so rude 

that would not be a Roman? If any, speak, for him have I offended.  

Who is here so vile that will not love his country? If any, speak; for him  

have I offended. I pause for a reply.

Act: Three Scene: Two 
Character: Brutus 
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Julius Caesar Notes and Activities created by the RSC 
Act: Three Scene: Two 
Character: Brutus 
 
 
About the speech 
Julius Caesar is a political thriller in which characters fight over what is best for the public good. Ancient Rome is a 
republic but, when Julius Caesar returns victorious from battle, grateful citizens invite him to become the country’s 
first emperor, turning Rome into a monarchy. Led by Cassius and Brutus, a group of senators become afraid of one 
man having too much power. In order to keep their country a republic and not turn it into a country ruled by one 
powerful leader, they stab Caesar to death in the Senate.  
In this speech, Brutus speaks to the crowd at Caesar’s public funeral. He justifies his murder of Caesar to the 
general public. He acknowledges that Caesar and he were friends but that he “loved Rome more” or his wish to 
keep Rome free from monarchy was stronger than his friendship to Caesar. While he appreciated him as a friend 
and a soldier, he killed Caesar because “he was ambitious”. Brutus is portraying himself as an honest man that 
acted from an unselfish wish to protect his fellow citizens from being ruled by a tyrant.  
 
 
 
How actors work 
During rehearsals, directors and actors often investigate the background of the play and character they are bringing 
to life. Shakespeare often highlights events happening in Elizabethan England through the language, characters and 
plots of his plays. Understanding the context in which these plays were written will help you make interesting 
choices about how to perform a particular speech. Actors also connect the character they are playing with their own 
experiences and the world around them.  
 
The Elizabethans were very interested in ancient civilizations and studied Greek and Roman history at school. 
England at the time was a monarchy, and Rome was a republic. Find out how the Elizabethan’s viewed the idea of 
the Roman republic and what this speech might be saying about England’s current system of monarchy.  
 
 
 
Performance Suggestions 
Actors have made many different choices for how Brutus says this speech. Famous productions have played Brutus 
as a modern politician spinning his tale, or as a completely honest and upfront man. Try saying this speech as if 
Brutus is: 

•  instructing like a stern schoolmaster 
•  begging the crowd to believe him 
•  a slimy politician 

 
Take a look at the language of the speech and try mixing these different choices to see which ones work best for 
specific moments. 
 
During the rehearsal period, actors will look closely at the text in order to make discoveries about their characters. 
This speech is in prose which does not have a strict rhythm pattern or verse lines as poetry does. When 
Shakespeare uses prose it is held together by such techniques as lists, repeated words and word opposites. This 
speech is structured around opposites: ”hear”, ”silent” and ”hear” again in the first sentence, for example.   
A helpful exercise is to look for paired opposites in the speech. Try saying the speech while emphasising the 
opposites. 

 

  


