
BBC Learning clip: Act 4 - The Verdict
Covering theme of: rape.

1. IDEAS FOR USE IN CLASS

The final BBC Learning clip Act 4 – The Verdict is short and covers Gemma learning that Tom 
has been convicted of rape.  Students could explore some of the myths that exist around 
rape:

 • Myth: If someone is raped while drunk, they are somewhat responsible. 

  Reality: It is not acceptable or legal to see someone who is drunk and take 
   advantage of their vulnerability, nor is it OK for the attacker to blame drink or 
   drugs for their own actions.
 
 • Myth: Someone who teases someone else deserves anything that then  
  happens. 

  Reality: No behaviour justifies assault, either ethically or in the eyes of the law. 
   The responsibility always lies with the seeker of consent. 

 • Myth: When people are raped it is because they haven’t said ‘no’ strongly 
   enough. 

  Reality: The responsibility for ensuring active, willing consent lies with the person 
   seeking consent. The absence of the word ‘no’ is  not consent and if consent is 
   not clear, the seeker of consent should assume it has not been given. 

 • Myth: Men don’t usually intend to force sex on anyone but sometimes they get 
   carried away. 

  Reality: Consent to one sexual activity is not consent to another activity.  
  Consent should not be assumed or treated as a one-off but rather as a  
  continual process of checking a partner is happy to proceed. Withdrawal of 
   consent at any point must always be respected and failure to control oneself 
   is inexcusable. 

 • Myth: If someone engages in kissing or intimacy and then lets things get out of 
   hand, it’s their own fault if their partner forces them to have sex. 

  Reality: Consent to one sexual activity is not consent to another activity.  
  Consent should not be assumed. 
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Introduce a wider discussion as to whether believing in these myths puts pressure on young 
people and leads to misplaced assumptions of consent.

Teachers may also want to include some discussion on the procedures for reporting rape 
and sources of ongoing support for Gemma.

2. KEY QUESTIONS

 • Did Tom fail to respect Gemma’s right to withhold consent? 

 • What crime did Tom commit?

 • Can you say why he was found guilty?

 • If Gemma had said ‘no’ how might the outcome have been different?

3. SOURCES OF HELP     
 
 • Rape Crisis
  http://rapecrisis.org.uk/centres.php 

 • UK Government
  https://www.gov.uk


