
BBC Learning clip: Act 2 - In Court (part 1)

Covering themes of: relationships, sexting, intimacy.

1. IDEAS FOR USE IN CLASS

In Act 2 – In Court (part1) of the BBC Three drama ‘Is this rape? Sex on trial’  Tom is being 
questioned by the defence solicitor after Gemma has reported the incident at the party to 
the police.

In the clip, the defence solicitor refers to Gemma’s past relationship with Tom and 
how she may have been flirting to get Phil’s attention, a boy she would like to have a  
relationship with. Students could discuss flirting and why it happens in relationships. Do they  
think Gemma was flirting with Tom? Did Gemma’s flirting mean anything?

A discussion could take place about the law around ‘sexting’, a term used by adults,  
referring to sexual content and images sent by mobile phone or via social media.  Ask  
students what terms they use for such images - ‘selfies’, ‘nudes’ or ‘fan pics’ – and if this 
indicates that they view the activity in a different way.

You could discuss how sexting and other self-made images and messages of a sexual  
nature, raise particular issues of safety, privacy, peer influence and personal responsibility.

Did Gemma understand that she should be careful when sharing images of herself? Discuss 
how Gemma had a responsibility for her own safety, which is unconnected to Tom’s moral 
and legal responsibility to respect her right to give, not give, or withdraw her consent to sex. 

Consider the issue of reputation and why sexual double standards continue to exist. Why 
are young men who have lots of sexual partners considered to be ‘experienced’ but young 
women such as Gemma are thought to be ‘easy’.  What do students think would help 
change this perception? 

Students could consider if believing these myths puts pressure on young people and if it 
encourages a misplaced assumption of consent.
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2. KEY QUESTIONS

 • Why do you think Gemma sent a text to Tom telling him about the party?

 • How did Tom interpret the text?

 • Was Gemma breaking the law sending images of herself to Tom when they 
   were in a relationship?

 • What is your opinion about Gemma’s behaviour towards Phil and Tom?

 • Did Gemma give her consent to oral sex? 

 • Why do you think she waited two weeks before reporting the incident to the 
   police?

3. SOURCES OF HELP

 • Child Exploitation and Online Protection (Think U Know campaign)
  http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk

 • Child Exploitation and Online Protection (Self-taken images)
  http://ceop.police.uk/Documents/ceopdocs/externaldocs/ACPO_Lead_  
  position_on_Self_Taken_Images.pdf 

 • National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children
  http://www.nspcc.org.uk/services-and-resources/research-and-resources/ 


