
BBC Learning clip: Act 1 - The Party

Covering themes of: relationships, intimacy, how to negotiate the agreement or  
withholding of consent.

1. IDEAS FOR USE IN CLASS

Before watching the BBC Three drama ‘Is this rape? Sex on trial’ teachers and pupils should 
negotiate a group agreement.

A starting point would be to discuss what they think are the characteristics of a healthy  
relationship. Key concepts in a healthy relationship are mutual respect and trust. 

The ideas below support the BBC Learning clip Act 1 - The Party. 

The programme is set at a party and focuses on the relationship between the two main 
characters Gemma and Tom.

Before viewing Act 1 - The Party ask the class to discuss the points made in Handout 2 
‘A summary of the law on sexual consent’ and then, working in small groups, encourage  
students to think of examples which illustrate rights and responsibilities regarding sexual 
consent.

Once the clip has been shown, the groups could discuss if they think that consent had 
been given, and feedback to a whole class discussion.

Ask students to consider how Gemma and Tom may have differing views as to what  
happened and discuss why that might be the case. 

We see in the clip that Tom was drinking heavily during the party. Does this change how 
students view him? Ask them to review the clip again and ignore Tom’s drinking. Encourage 
students to discuss how they would view Tom’s actions if he had been completely sober. 
Does Tom’s drinking provide a reasonable cause or excuse?

Consider Gemma’s behaviour at the party. Was she in any way to blame for what  
happened?

2. KEY QUESTIONS

 • How would you describe the body language between Tom and Gemma?

 • How do you think Tom felt when he saw Gemma in the bathroom with his friend 
   Phil?
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 • What did Tom do as a consequence of this and how might it affect his  
  behaviour?

 • What was Gemma’s reaction when she discovered that Tom was still in the  
  house when others had left the party?

 • Did Gemma put herself in a risky situation by letting Tom sleep in the same room  
  as her? Can you say why or why not?

 • Did Tom actively seek Gemma’s consent to sex? 

 • Did Gemma consent to sex?

3. SOURCES OF HELP AND GUIDANCE

National Police Chiefs’ Council
http://www.npcc.police.uk/

Crown Prosecution Service
http://www.cps.gov.uk/news/

Expect Respect – Women’s Aid
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/97773/teen-abuse-toolkit.pdf

Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHE) Association
http://www.pshe-association.org.uk


