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LESSON 1: INTRODUCTION TO WRITING A SCRIPT

Focus oF Lesson

• Introduction to the project

• Key observations of an excerpt from Doctor Who 

• Analysis of a Doctor Who script

• stage directions – and their use in a script

Lesson

Play ‘Video challenge 1’ (The Doctor) 

Explain that the Doctor is challenging them to write a script for a 3-minute scene set in the
TARDIS OR on a new planet/world of their own creation. Tell the children that during the next
few sessions they will be developing the skills they need to write a script. 

Download the script writer’s notebook template

Print out one for each child. Tell the class that they will be recording notes throughout 
the project, which they can put together to make their own script writer’s notebooks.  

Download an image of Doctor Who onto your whiteboard

Ask the children what they know about the Doctor (they can work in pairs for this). 
Discuss briefly, then ask the children to record their information in their script writer’s
notebooks. Tell them to focus on appearance, manner and personal attributes. 

Play the ‘Great script’ video 

In the video, the production team – including lead writer Steven Moffat – talks about what
makes a great Doctor Who adventure. Ask the children to make notes on what they have just
heard. Do they agree with the production team about what makes a good episode? 

Watch the ‘Victory of the Daleks’ video

Tell the class they are going to watch an excerpt from an episode of Doctor Who. 

close analysis activity

Before the children watch the clip, split the class into groups and ask each group to focus on a
different element. Tell them that they will be feeding back at the end of the clip. The first group
should concentrate on the pace and mood of the excerpt, the second group on the characters,
the third group on the setting and the fourth group on the plot. Check that each group
understands the element they are focusing on. Give each group a large sheet of paper with 
the appropriate term (eg ‘plot’) written in the centre. Children should note down on the paper
what they observe during the clip. Each group should feed back what they have agreed to the
rest of the class. Children should then record the key observations made by each group in
their script writer’s notebooks.
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LESSON 1: INTRODUCTION TO WRITING A SCRIPT

Download the script for the ‘Victory of the Daleks’ excerpt 

Discuss the features of the script. Does it look the way they expected? What surprises them?
What extra information has the writer provided to help the director bring the script to life? 

Download the ‘Victory of the Daleks’ story board

How does this compare with the script? How does this compare with what they have seen on
screen? If there is time, download the story board templates for the children to fill in for the
scenes they have watched. 

Play the 'Death is the only answer' video 

This is the film of the winning script from the 2011 Doctor Who Script to Screen competition,
written by a group of children from a primary school in Basingstoke. What do the children
think of the mini episode? Does it inspire them to write their own Doctor Who adventure?

Play the ‘Importance of stage directions’ video 

Ask the children to make notes on the comments by the production team about the
importance of stage directions. Discuss what they have observed. 

Play the ‘Read through’ video

Get the class to watch a short video in which Steven Moffat (the lead writer of Doctor Who)
reads the stage directions for the opening scene of the episode ‘The Eleventh Hour’. 

Split the class into groups and get each group to study the script that accompanies the excerpt.
Get the children to take turns in reading the parts, and to note and discuss the stage directions.
Then get the children to act out the scene – this time performing the stage directions.

Finally, have a class discussion about how the stage directions have an impact on the way 
the scene is acted out and on the viewer’s understanding of the scene.

LeARnInG ouTcoMes

• understanding of the appropriate elements (characters, pace and mood,

setting, plot) that they will need to use in order to complete a script

• understanding the lay-out and function of a script

• understanding of the purpose of stage directions

• clarity about the challenge ahead of them – to write a 3 minute scene with

an olympic theme featuring the eleventh Doctor and his companions
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LESSON 2: CHARACTER

Focus oF Lesson

• character study 

• Ability to write in character

• Features of a blog/diary

Lesson

Review previous lesson

Discuss what the children learned about the elements needed when writing a script and the
impact of stage directions on a scene. How are they feeling about the Doctor’s challenge?

Introduce new lesson

Explain that today they are going to learn how to write as though they were a character in the
programme. They are going to focus on Amy and Rory, as well as the Doctor himself. Split the
class into groups and tell the children to discuss what they know about each character. 
What traits and attributes have they noticed? 

Play ‘The Doctor, Rory and Amy’ video 

Introduce the video, explaining that it will focus closely on the main characters. Ask the
children to make notes on physical attributes, (the way they walk, talk, and move) as well as
attitudes, character and expressions. 

Download the role on the wall template 

Download the template for each character, or build your own one on the wall that all the
children can see. Discuss what more they know from such close study. What did they see and
hear that made a difference to their understanding of each character?

Quick write activity 

Use the information on the role on the wall to write a quick character study of their chosen
character in their script writer’s notebooks. For an added challenge, allow no more than 10
minutes to complete the task.
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LESSON 2: CHARACTER

Role play activity

Get the class to work in small groups. Tell the children to take it in turns to perform various
actions in character, eg cooking a meal, talking on the phone, opening a present. See if the
other members of the group can guess who they are. 

Now tell the children to work on what they would say.  What words would Amy or Rory use
if they were afraid, if they were asking a question, if they were giving instructions? Tell the
children to think carefully about this because different people often have ‘favourite’ words
which make what they say distinctive. How do their characters compare with the Doctor? 

Next, get the class to work in pairs – one child can be Amy or Rory, and the other the
Doctor. Act out a scene from a Doctor Who episode. Ask them to try to be the character.
Ask some of the pairs to act out their scene in front of the rest of the class. Tell them to
freeze at certain points and take comments from other children about their stance,
mannerisms, etc.

Play ‘Video challenge 2’ (Amy) and ‘Video challenge 3’ (Rory) 

Both challenges require the children to write in the voice of one of the characters. 
Amy’s challenge is to write her blog for her. Rory’s challenge is to write his diary 
for him. 

Download the templates for Amy’s blog and Rory’s diary  

Print out enough so that each child has either a blog or diary template. Make sure that 
the children know that a blog is an online journal or diary which is updated regularly. 

completing the blog and diary entries 

Discuss Amy and Rory’s video challenges as a class and pick out key things to remember –
person, tense, vocabulary, actions. Add ideas to the working wall so the children can see them
as they write. Ask them to get into character before they start. Remind them about what
they have learned about each character and their traits and ‘voice’. 

Both pieces of writing require some length and detail. Suggest the use of headings and bullet
points to hold the reader’s interest. When the children have completed their blog or diary
entry, they should share their work with a writing partner – who will read it and give
feedback. They can then edit their blog or diary entry. The finished version can be written 
up in their script writer’s notebooks.

LeARnInG ouTcoMes

• clear understanding of character study

• Ability to act, speak and write in character

• understanding of how to write a blog or diary

• The importance of having a purpose and audience for writing
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LESSON 3: THE SETTING

Focus oF Lesson

• Description and creation of a setting

• Review of the features and writing of a report

• creation of 3D models

Lesson

Review previous lesson

Discuss what the children have remembered about character – and the ability to act, speak
and write in character. Did they enjoy writing Amy’s blog entry or Rory’s diary entry? Was it a
difficult challenge?  

Introduce new lesson

Explain to the class that they are now going to focus on the different settings for the Doctor’s
adventures.  

Play the ‘Different settings’ video  

Play the video montage of different settings to the class. Put the children into groups to discuss
what they know about the different planets and eras Doctor Who has visited. 

Play ‘Video challenge 4’ (Amy)  

Play the video of Amy’s challenge to write a newspaper report about a new planet on which
the TARDIS could land. Talk about the kind of planet they would pick for Amy. What would be 
a really exciting planet to find – a new world? Give the children 5 minutes to discuss their
ideas in groups. Then allow another 5 minutes for the children to refine their ideas.

Quick write activity

What will they call the planet? Use the name and a few key words to do a catchy headline 
for the report. Allow 5 minutes for this task.

Play the ‘creating a setting’ video 

Play the video of the Doctor Who production team discussing the different settings for the
Doctor Who stories. Ask the children to make notes. Is there anything which has surprised
them? Has it given them any new ideas? 

Discuss the planet the children are inventing

Ask the groups to discuss the planet they are creating for Amy. 
(This could be the setting for their script).  What exciting features 
could they include?
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LESSON 3: THE SETTING

When imagining the planet, they could consider some 
or all of the following:
• Appearance 
• Temperature
• Plants/vegetation
• Life on the planet – eg animals
• People
• Food 
• Water
• Weather 
• Colours 
• Smells 
• Noises

Download the box story board template

Print out one for each child. This template will allow the children to plan their report about a
new planet on which the TARDIS could land. Tell the children to use each box as a paragraph. 

Download the ‘Doctor Who Times’ newspaper template 

Print out one for each child. Ask the children to write a newspaper 
report about the planet they have created. Encourage them to make 
their writing as descriptive and evocative as possible. 

eXTensIon AcTIVITY 

Play ‘Video challenge 5’ (Rory) 

Play the children the video of Rory’s challenge about the planet on which the TARDIS 
could land. Ask the children to build a model of the planet they have created. 

Children may wish to start this activity by first sketching and labelling a map or drawing 
of the planet. They should work in groups to build the 3D models.  

LeARnInG ouTcoMes

• use of imagination to construct a descriptive piece 

of writing

• A revision of the structure and writing of a report

• use of construction skills in making a 3D model
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LESSON 4: THE ALIENS

Focus oF Lesson

• Learning a new vocabulary to describe aliens

• using research methods

• Producing fact sheets/posters 

• constructing a persuasive text

Lesson

Review previous lesson

Discuss what the children have learned about the settings for different Doctor Who stories –
and what they have learned so far about the different ingredients for a good script.

Introduce new lesson

Explain to the class that today they are going to find out about the alien threats the Doctor
has to face. 

Play the ‘Monster montage’ video 

Show the children the video compilation of different Doctor Who aliens. How many can they
name? Add them to the working wall. How would the children describe them? 

explain new vocabulary 

New words that the children may need to use/learn could include: 
humanoid, tentacles, empath, telepathic, quantum, winged, 
extra-terrestrial, mutant, cyborg, rhinocerid and electromagnetic. 
Discuss possible meanings of the words and look at images 
of some of the Doctor Who monsters to aid understanding. 
Display these words and others that the children introduce 
on the working wall.

Play the ‘Meet the aliens’ video 

Play the video about four types of specially-selected 
Doctor Who aliens – Weeping Angels, Ood, Judoon 
and the Cybermen. (These are the aliens they can 
choose from when they write their scripts.)  
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catalogue/information text

After the video, children should use their script writer’s notebooks to write down what 
they have learned about the different aliens, using a page for each one. They should then 
draw and label each monster. Alternatively, ask the children to complete a monster role 
on the wall using the templates provided. 

Role play activity

Get the children to pretend to be different monsters.  When they get a signal, they should stop
and then act like a different monster.  

Researching the monsters 

Discuss what people need to know about the Doctor Who aliens to survive the threats they
present. The children should work in groups to research the aliens on the Doctor Who
website (bbc.co.uk/doctorwho) or download the monster profiles provided. 

Each group should then feed back their findings about their chosen alien to the rest of the
class, giving as much information as possible in a set period of time. Explain to the children that
they will need to listen carefully as they will be completing a quiz about the monsters at the
end of the session.

Download the monster quiz

Divide the class into teams and take the ‘Doctor Who Monster Quiz’!

Play ‘Video challenge 6’ (Amy)  

Play the video of Amy asking the children to make posters 
warning the public about a possible threat from the Weeping 
Angels, Ood, Judoon and Cybermen. The posters should use 
persuasive text and indicate:
• what the aliens look like
• what danger they present
• how to react to them in order to remain safe

eXTensIon AcTIVITY

Download the monster masks templates

Print out the templates and ask the children to make their own monster masks.

LeARnInG ouTcoMes

• clear understanding of the characteristics of the chosen aliens

• understanding of the terms and vocabulary used to describe the monsters 

• Revision of persuasive language/texts 

LESSON 4: THE ALIENS
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LESSON 5: THE TARDIS

Focus oF Lesson

• The structure and content of the TARDIs

• A possible setting for the script writing competition

• Analysing a 3-minute scene 

Lesson

Review previous four lessons

Get the children to look in their script writer’s notebooks and decide what have been 
the most interesting things they have learned so far about the world of Doctor Who. 

Split the class into small groups, and tell each group to write four interesting things on four
separate Post-it notes. Group similar Post-its on a working wall and discuss as a class. Ask each
group to identify one thing they would like to know more about – and to write it on a Post-it
note and place it on the wall near the others. 

Introduce new lesson

Explain to the class that today’s session is going to focus on the Doctor’s TARDIS.

Download an image of the TARDIs

Ask the children what they know about the TARDIS. Discuss the fact that it is a small Police
phone box on the outside, but huge inside. How would that work? See what ideas the children
come up with.

Quick write activity

After the class discussion, give the children a few minutes to write a sentence about the size of
the TARDIS.

Play the ‘All about the TARDIs’ video 

Show the children the video in which the Doctor Who production team discuss the TARDIS.
Discuss the use of colour, sound and organisation in the interior of the TARDIS. How do these
things influence our understanding of the time-travelling craft? Ask the children to make notes
about the TARDIS in their script writer’s notebooks. 

Then, working in pairs, ask the children to come up with ideas for gadgets or new inventions
they would like to include in the interior of the TARDIS. 

Quick write activity

Give the children 10 minutes to write instructions for the use of one of these gadgets 
or new inventions.

Play ‘Video challenge 7’ (Rory)  

Show the class the video of Rory’s challenge – he needs instructions to help him land 
the TARDIS. 

bbc.co.uk/teachers



© BBC

LESSON 5: THE TARDIS

Download a plan of the TARDIs 

Get the children to label the inside of the TARDIS. They can invent new names and 
functions for the gadgets and buttons. 

Quick write activity

Give the children 10 minutes to write instructions for landing the TARDIS, using 
the gadgets they have named and labelled. 

Play the ‘TARDIs scene’ video

Play the video of the scene set in the TARDIS. Ask the children to make notes on the way the
characters move around the space, and any new features of the TARDIS that they notice. 

Download the script for the TARDIs scene

Note that this is approximately 3 minutes long – the same length as the scene they will be
writing themselves.

Discuss what they learn from watching and reading the scene. Do they find out anything new
about the characters? What does the dialogue tell us about the individuals involved? How do
Amy, Rory and the Doctor react to the new humanoid threat? What is the story that is set up
in this clip? What could happen next? 

Act out the TARDIs scene

Split the class into small groups. Get the groups to act out the scene, taking turns to read the
stage directions. 

LeARnInG ouTcoMes

• opportunity to demonstrate creativity 

(in inventing new gadgets for the TARDIs)

• Writing clear instructions (eg for landing the TARDIs)

• understanding what a 3-minute scene looks like
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LESSON 6: WRITING A 3-MINUTE SCRIPT

Focus oF Lesson

• To work co-operatively in a group, to manage time and make choices

• To demonstrate the understanding to plan and develop a script

• To work in a group of 2-4 children to write a script

Lesson

Replay ‘Video challenge 1’ (The Doctor)  

Replay the video message from the Doctor which was shown in Lesson One. The time has come for
the children to write their own scripts!

class discussion

Discuss what the children have learned about plot, character, setting, stage directions and aliens. Ask
the children to reflect on what they have gleaned from previous sessions about creating an exciting
Doctor Who adventure – and how this will help them to 
write their scripts. How will they give their script an Olympic theme?

Play the ‘Developing a 3-minute script’ video 

Get the class to watch the production team’s top tips on writing a short script – including expert
advice from Doctor Who’s lead writer, Steven Moffat. The team explains what it is looking for in 
the winning script. 

explain the rules

The challenge is for each group of 2-4 children to write their own 3-minute scene. The children

could act out their ideas before they start writing. Make sure the children understand the

guidelines and rules of the competition before they begin to write the script. The scene must:

a) eITHeR be set in the TARDIS oR on a planet/new world of their creation 
(not multiple settings)

b) feature the Eleventh Doctor (Matt Smith) and his companions Amy AnD/oR Rory

c) include ONE of the following types of monsters – Ood, Judoon, Weeping Angels,
Cybermen – AND/OR a new human character of their choice - a historical figure or    
contemporary person

d) only be 3 minutes long (the script will be approximately 3 pages long)

Please see the Terms and conditions for the complete set of rules relating to the
competition at bbc.co.uk/teachers/doctorwhocompetition.
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LESSON 6: WRITING A 3-MINUTE SCRIPT
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Play the ‘Writing believable characters’ video 

Show the class the video about writing believable characters. Tell the children to make notes 
in their script writer’s notebooks. If they decide to feature a new character in their scripts,
they will need to consider the following: 

• Will it be a person from the modern day or a historical figure?

• Will it be an ordinary person or someone with special powers or skills?

• What will be the age/profession/background of the character?

Explain to the children that they should work together to develop their new character.

Download the ‘TARDIs information pack’

Explain that the information in this pack about stage directions, lighting, set dressing and the
TARDIS console will help if they choose to write a scene set in the TARDIS. 

The script to screen competition

Only one script entry will be allowed per school – and only one of these scripts will win 
and be filmed. Schools must consider how they will decide on which script to submit. 

You could use the Judging criteria as a guide, and encourage the children to award points 
for each script in order to select the best one. 

Schools could hold a Doctor Who Festival, with children performing their scripts and making
their own costumes and scenery. 

Assets, such as sound effects and images, can be downloaded from
bbc.co.uk/teachers/doctorwhocompetition

if children want to turn their scripts into podcasts, blue screens or animations 
(although these should not be submitted as part of the Script to Screen Competition). 

The chosen script from each school should be emailed to doctorwhoscript@bbc.co.uk along
with a completed entry form signed by the head teacher (please refer to the ‘Submit your
entry’ web page). Postal entries should be addressed to: The Doctor, 3rd Floor, Bridge House,
Media City UK, Salford M50 2BH. The script must arrive by midnight on 16th March 2012.
Please refer to the online checklist at bbc.co.uk/teachers/doctorwhocompetition before
submitting your entries.

LeARnInG ouTcoMes FRoM THe PRoJecT

• Revision and understanding of the skills and knowledge needed to create

a short script

• Development of co-operative group work and joint 

decision-making skills  

• understanding of the vocabulary and terminology 

needed to write a narrative drama script

• Ability to write in character

• Record of their own learning in the script writer’s notebooks


