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LESSON 5: THE TARDIS

FOCUS OF LESSON
• The structure and content of the TARDIS
• A possible setting for the script writing competition

• Analysing a 3-minute scene 

LESSON
Review previous four lessons
Get the children to look in their script writer’s notebooks and
decide what have been the most interesting things they have
learned so far about the world of Doctor Who. 

Split the class into small groups, and tell each group to write four
interesting things on four separate Post-it notes. Group similar
Post-its on a working wall and discuss as a class. Ask each group
to identify one thing they would like to know more about – and
to write it on a Post-it note and place it on the wall near the
others. 

Introduce new lesson
Explain to the class that today’s session is going to focus on the Doctor’s TARDIS.

Download an image of the TARDIS
Ask the children what they know about the TARDIS. Discuss the fact that it is a small Police
phone box on the outside, but huge inside. How would that work? See what ideas the children
come up with.

Quick write activity
After the class discussion, give the children a few minutes to write a sentence about the size of
the TARDIS.

Play the ‘All about the TARDIS’ video 
Show the children the video in which the Doctor Who production team discuss the TARDIS.
Discuss the use of colour, sound and organisation in the interior of the TARDIS. How do these
things influence our understanding of the time-travelling craft? Ask the children to make notes
about the TARDIS in their script writer’s notebooks. 

Then, working in pairs, ask the children to come up with ideas for gadgets or new inventions
they would like to include in the interior of the TARDIS. 

Quick write activity
Give the children 10 minutes to write instructions for the use of one of these gadgets 
or new inventions.
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Play ‘Video Challenge 7’ (Rory)  
Show the class the video of Rory’s challenge – he needs
instructions to help him land the TARDIS. 

Download a plan of the TARDIS 
Get the children to label the inside of the TARDIS. They can
invent new names and functions for the gadgets and buttons. 

Quick write activity
Give the children 10 minutes to write instructions for landing
the TARDIS, using the gadgets they have named and labelled. 

Play the ‘TARDIS scene’ video
Play the video of the scene set in the TARDIS. Ask the children
to make notes on the way the characters move around the
space, and any new features of the TARDIS that they notice. 

Download the script for the TARDIS scene
Note that this is approximately 3 minutes long – the same length as the scene they will be
writing themselves.

Discuss what they learn from watching and reading the scene. Do they find out anything new
about the characters? What does the dialogue tell us about the individuals involved? How do
Amy, Rory and the Doctor react to the new humanoid threat? What is the story that is set up
in this clip? What could happen next? 

Act out the TARDIS scene
Split the class into small groups. Get the groups to act out the scene, taking turns to read the
stage directions. 

LEARNING OUTCOMES
• Opportunity to demonstrate creativity 
(in inventing new gadgets for the TARDIS)

• Writing clear instructions (eg for landing the TARDIS)

• Understanding what a 3-minute scene looks like
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