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LESSON 3: THE SETTING

When imagining the planet, they could consider some 
or all of the following:
• Appearance 
• Temperature
• Plants/vegetation
• Life on the planet – eg animals
• People
• Food 
• Water
• Weather 
• Colours 
• Smells 
• Noises

Download the box story board template
Print out one for each child. This template will allow the children to plan their report about a
new planet on which the TARDIS could land. Tell the children to use each box as a paragraph. 

Download the ‘Doctor Who Times’ newspaper template 
Print out one for each child. Ask the children to write a newspaper 
report about the planet they have created. Encourage them to make 
their writing as descriptive and evocative as possible. 

EXTENSION ACTIVITY 
Play ‘Video Challenge 5’ (Rory) 
Play the children the video of Rory’s challenge about the planet on which the TARDIS 
could land. Ask the children to build a model of the planet they have created. 

Children may wish to start this activity by first sketching and labelling a map or drawing 
of the planet. They should work in groups to build the 3D models.  

LEARNING OUTCOMES
• Use of imagination to construct a descriptive piece 
of writing

• A revision of the structure and writing of a report
• Use of construction skills in making a 3D model
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FOCUS OF LESSON
• Description and creation of a setting
• Review of the features and writing of a report
• Creation of 3D models

LESSON
Review previous lesson
Discuss what the children have remembered about character –
and the ability to act, speak and write in character. Did they
enjoy writing Amy’s blog entry or Rory’s diary entry? Was it a
difficult challenge?  

Introduce new lesson
Explain to the class that they are now going to focus on the
different settings for the Doctor’s adventures.  

Play the ‘Different settings’ video  
Play the video montage of different settings to the class. Put the children into groups to discuss
what they know about the different planets and eras Doctor Who has visited. 

Play ‘Video Challenge 4’ (Amy)  
Play the video of Amy’s challenge to write a newspaper report about a new planet on which
the TARDIS could land. Talk about the kind of planet they would pick for Amy. What would be 
a really exciting planet to find – a new world? Give the children 5 minutes to discuss their
ideas in groups. Then allow another 5 minutes for the children to refine their ideas.

Quick write activity
What will they call the planet? Use the name and a few key words to do a catchy headline 
for the report. Allow 5 minutes for this task.

Play the ‘Creating a setting’ video 
Play the video of the Doctor Who production team discussing the different settings for the
Doctor Who stories. Ask the children to make notes. Is there anything which has surprised
them? Has it given them any new ideas? 

Discuss the planet the children are inventing
Ask the groups to discuss the planet they are creating for Amy. 
(This could be the setting for their script).  What exciting features 
could they include?
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