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INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION

This project has been specially designed to inspire primary school children aged 9-11 to write a
drama script – with the prospect of one lucky group of children having their script filmed on
location by the Doctor Who production team. 

The aim is for teams of children to work collaboratively on a 3-minute scene set in EITHER the
TARDIS OR on a new planet/world of their own creation (but not multiple settings). Each primary
school may enter one script for the Script to Screen competition. The winning script will be
filmed by the Doctor Who production team, and will feature the Eleventh Doctor, Matt Smith.
(See Terms and Conditions for full details).

Not many 9-11 year olds find it easy to sit down and write a script. So in order to break down the
steps involved, the BBC Doctor Who team has teamed up with BBC Learning to provide an
online guide to writing a script. 

What follows is a series of six lesson plans to help take pupils through the process – 
and to build their confidence about different aspects of writing a script. They are not meant to be
prescriptive, but to provide ideas which can be adapted according to the needs and interests of the
pupils involved. They can either be carried out over half a term, or as an intensive project to be run
in a week. See Curriculum Links to find out how they fit in with the different UK curriculums.

Each session has a different focus (eg character, setting). And as well as ideas for activities 
to carry out in class, there are specially shot video packages to accompany each theme. These
comprise both mini documentaries (featuring interviews with the production team) about
aspects of writing a script, and also specially recorded video challenges from the Doctor and
his companions. The video packages are ideal for using on a white board. We recommend dimming
the lights and pulling the blinds down to set the scene for a truly immersive experience!

Other exciting downloadable assets are also available to help make the project even more
enjoyable and engaging for the children involved at bbc.co.uk/teachers/doctorwhocompetition. 
They include: 

• Templates for storyboards, monster masks, newspaper reports, etc
• Printable sheets – eg to create a ‘script writer’s notebook’ for children to fill in as they
progress through the project

• Samples of extracts from Doctor Who scripts
• Downloadable images and sound effects so pupils can have a go at creating their own mini
dramas, podcasts, animations or green screen films using the scripts they have written 

• Judging templates so pupils can help to decide which script should represent their school in
the national competition as part of this pack and at bbc.co.uk/teachers/doctorwhocompetition.

Also included on the competition website is the winning film from the 2011 competition, 
made by the children from Basingstoke.

We hope you and your pupils enjoy the Script to Screen experience! 
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