
BBC Teachers - The Beauty of Maps
Worksheet 1: Serio worksheet    

BBC Teachers BBC©2010bbc.co.uk/schools/teachers

You have been sent this coded information from your spies in Russia. You 
need to decode the information first and then complete your presentation 
to M the head of the British intelligence service, the Foreign Secretary and 
the Prime Minister.

classified

Europe country covers a large part of the. 

They are governed by a Tsar (King) who has complete 
control. He doesn’t have to listen to anyone else.

The Tsar wants access to the sea in the south which is why 
he was threatening Persia and the Ottoman Empire, Turkey.

Army has a large Russia. 

However, many men did die in the Crimean War. So the Tsar 
may be worried about losing more men but he may also want 
to prove he can win after losing this war.

Poland Russians have already taken over the. 

FROM:

TO:

You have been sent this coded information from your spies in France. You 
need to decode the information first and then complete your presentation 
to M the head of the British intelligence service, the Foreign Secretary and 
the Prime Minister.

classified

Republic are governed by a parliament elected by the people 
and they do not have a king so are a France.

They are furious that Prussia defeated them and that they 
had been taken away land where French people still lived. 

Revenge are looking for an excuse to take their they.

They are also very afraid that a stronger united Germany 
will attack them again so they are looking for ways to 
protect themselves.

Empire are also afraid that Germany is plotting against 
them in their overseas they.

 

FROM:

TO:
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You have been sent this coded information from your spies in Austria and 
Hungary. You need to decode the information first and then complete your 
presentation to M the head of the British intelligence service, the Foreign 
Secretary and the Prime Minister.

classified

They both had been ruled for a long time by kings with com-
plete control. However, they had recently joined forces to 
become a dual (shared) monarchy. 

Empire made them a large this.

Hungary wanted to attack Russia to prevent her stealing 
land from the Turks and gaining a way to get to the Medi-
terranean Sea. 

War was a country that was made up of many different races 
who did not always agree. So it was difficult to rule and 
they may not always want to go to Hungary.

Austria was more moderate and friends with Germany so did 
not want war until they were prepared but did not want 
Russia to take over land from the Ottoman Empire.

FROM:

TO:

You have been sent this coded information from your spies in Spain. You 
need to decode the information first and then complete your presentation 
to M the head of the British intelligence service, the Foreign Secretary and 
the Prime Minister.

classified

Country are a new they. 

After fighting various war amongst themselves all the small 
Italian states had recently agreed to be governed by one 
leader, a King but with a government to help him.

Themselves fighting various wars of independence amongst 
after.

They are happy enjoying the fact that they have stopped 
fighting each other.

Europe want to remain peaceful and stay out of the fights 
between the other countries in Spain. 

Their army is not strong or well equipped.

FROM:

TO:
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You have been sent this coded information from your spies in Ottoman 
Empire/Turkey. You need to decode the information first and then com-
plete your presentation to M the head of the British intelligence service, the 
Foreign Secretary and the Prime Minister.

classified

Europe Ottoman Empire has been described as ‘the sick man 
of the’ 

It is weak as the states that made up the empire wanted 
independence

Army does not have a well equipped it.

Greece would also like to take over some bits of land but 
won’t attack unless someone else does as they are not 
strong enough.

Russia wants the help of the Ottoman Empire to get free 
from Persia.

FROM:

TO:

You have been sent this coded information from your spies in Italy. You 
need to decode the information first and then complete your presentation 
to M the head of the British intelligence service, the Foreign Secretary and 
the Prime Minister.

classified

Power king has just been restored to the.

He has turned his back on the rest of Europe

Him won’t fight a war because it will upset people in Spain 
who may overthrow he.

FROM:

TO:
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You have been sent this coded information from your spies in Germany. 
You need to decode the information first and then complete your presenta-
tion to M the head of the British intelligence service, the Foreign Secretary 
and the Prime Minister.

classified

They have a Kaiser (king) who has complete control. He 
doesn’t have to listen to anyone else.

Army are a large country with a large, well trained they.

They are determined to hold Russia back. 

Kaiser have just become a new country because the smaller 
German states that existed before have all got together 
governments and agreed to follow the they. 

The largest of the old states had been Prussia. Their army 
was very good at fighting wars and defeated France in a war 
a few years before. As the winners they took away land from 
the French. 

Ammunition are well stocked with weapons and they.

Empire a new country they are very envious of the overseas 
Empires of France, Britain and Spain and so wanted to 
create their own which they think they might be able to do 
by taking some land from the weaker Ottoman as.

FROM:

TO:



The first and last word have been reversed in some sentences.

Code breaker (for teacher only)
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You have been sent this coded information from your spies in Russia. You 
need to decode the information first and then complete your presentation 
to M the head of the British intelligence service, the Foreign Secretary and 
the Prime Minister.

classified

Europe country covers a large part of the. 

They are governed by a Tsar (King) who has complete 
control. He doesn’t have to listen to anyone else.

The Tsar wants access to the sea in the south which is why 
he was threatening Persia and the Ottoman Empire, Turkey.

Army has a large Russia. 

However, many men did die in the Crimean War. So the Tsar 
may be worried about losing more men but he may also want 
to prove he can win after losing this war.

Poland Russians have already taken over the. 

FROM:

TO:

You have been sent this coded information from your spies in France. You 
need to decode the information first and then complete your presentation 
to M the head of the British intelligence service, the Foreign Secretary and 
the Prime Minister.

classified

Republic are governed by a parliament elected by the people 
and they do not have a king so are a France.

They are furious that Prussia defeated them and that they 
had been taken away land where French people still lived. 

Revenge are looking for an excuse to take their they.

They are also very afraid that a stronger united Germany 
will attack them again so they are looking for ways to 
protect themselves.

Empire are also afraid that Germany is plotting against 
them in their overseas they.

 

FROM:

TO:
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You have been sent this coded information from your spies in Austria and 
Hungary. You need to decode the information first and then complete your 
presentation to M the head of the British intelligence service, the Foreign 
Secretary and the Prime Minister.

classified

They both had been ruled for a long time by kings with com-
plete control. However, they had recently joined forces to 
become a dual (shared) monarchy. 

Empire made them a large this.

Hungary wanted to attack Russia to prevent her stealing 
land from the Turks and gaining a way to get to the Medi-
terranean Sea. 

War was a country that was made up of many different races 
who did not always agree. So it was difficult to rule and 
they may not always want to go to Hungary.

Austria was more moderate and friends with Germany so did 
not want war until they were prepared but did not want 
Russia to take over land from the Ottoman Empire.

FROM:

TO:

You have been sent this coded information from your spies in Spain. You 
need to decode the information first and then complete your presentation 
to M the head of the British intelligence service, the Foreign Secretary and 
the Prime Minister.

classified

Country are a new they. 

After fighting various war amongst themselves all the small 
Italian states had recently agreed to be governed by one 
leader, a King but with a government to help him.

Themselves fighting various wars of independence amongst 
after.

They are happy enjoying the fact that they have stopped 
fighting each other.

Europe want to remain peaceful and stay out of the fights 
between the other countries in Spain. 

Their army is not strong or well equipped.

FROM:

TO:
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You have been sent this coded information from your spies in Ottoman 
Empire/Turkey. You need to decode the information first and then com-
plete your presentation to M the head of the British intelligence service, the 
Foreign Secretary and the Prime Minister.

classified

Europe Ottoman Empire has been described as ‘the sick man 
of the’ 

It is weak as the states that made up the empire wanted 
independence

Army does not have a well equipped it.

Greece would also like to take over some bits of land but 
won’t attack unless someone else does as they are not 
strong enough.

Russia wants the help of the Ottoman Empire to get free 
from Persia.

FROM:

TO:

You have been sent this coded information from your spies in Italy. You 
need to decode the information first and then complete your presentation 
to M the head of the British intelligence service, the Foreign Secretary and 
the Prime Minister.

classified

Power king has just been restored to the.

He has turned his back on the rest of Europe

Him won’t fight a war because it will upset people in Spain 
who may overthrow he.

FROM:

TO:
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You have been sent this coded information from your spies in Germany. 
You need to decode the information first and then complete your presenta-
tion to M the head of the British intelligence service, the Foreign Secretary 
and the Prime Minister.

classified

They have a Kaiser (king) who has complete control. He 
doesn’t have to listen to anyone else.

Army are a large country with a large, well trained they.

They are determined to hold Russia back. 

Kaiser have just become a new country because the smaller 
German states that existed before have all got together 
governments and agreed to follow the they. 

The largest of the old states had been Prussia. Their army 
was very good at fighting wars and defeated France in a war 
a few years before. As the winners they took away land from 
the French. 

Ammunition are well stocked with weapons and they.

Empire a new country they are very envious of the overseas 
Empires of France, Britain and Spain and so wanted to 
create their own which they think they might be able to do 
by taking some land from the weaker Ottoman as.

FROM:

TO:



The first and last word have been reversed in some sentences.

Code breaker (for teacher only)
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You have been sent this coded information from your spies in Russia. You 
need to decode the information first and then complete your presentation 
to M the head of the British intelligence service, the Foreign Secretary and 
the Prime Minister.

classified

Europe country covers a large part of the. 

They are governed by a Tsar (King) who has complete 
control. He doesn’t have to listen to anyone else.

The Tsar wants access to the sea in the south which is why 
he was threatening Persia and the Ottoman Empire, Turkey.

Army has a large Russia. 

However, many men did die in the Crimean War. So the Tsar 
may be worried about losing more men but he may also want 
to prove he can win after losing this war.

Poland Russians have already taken over the. 

FROM:

TO:

You have been sent this coded information from your spies in France. You 
need to decode the information first and then complete your presentation 
to M the head of the British intelligence service, the Foreign Secretary and 
the Prime Minister.

classified

Republic are governed by a parliament elected by the people 
and they do not have a king so are a France.

They are furious that Prussia defeated them and that they 
had been taken away land where French people still lived. 

Revenge are looking for an excuse to take their they.

They are also very afraid that a stronger united Germany 
will attack them again so they are looking for ways to 
protect themselves.

Empire are also afraid that Germany is plotting against 
them in their overseas they.

 

FROM:

TO:
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You have been sent this coded information from your spies in Austria and 
Hungary. You need to decode the information first and then complete your 
presentation to M the head of the British intelligence service, the Foreign 
Secretary and the Prime Minister.

classified

They both had been ruled for a long time by kings with com-
plete control. However, they had recently joined forces to 
become a dual (shared) monarchy. 

Empire made them a large this.

Hungary wanted to attack Russia to prevent her stealing 
land from the Turks and gaining a way to get to the Medi-
terranean Sea. 

War was a country that was made up of many different races 
who did not always agree. So it was difficult to rule and 
they may not always want to go to Hungary.

Austria was more moderate and friends with Germany so did 
not want war until they were prepared but did not want 
Russia to take over land from the Ottoman Empire.

FROM:

TO:

You have been sent this coded information from your spies in Spain. You 
need to decode the information first and then complete your presentation 
to M the head of the British intelligence service, the Foreign Secretary and 
the Prime Minister.

classified

Country are a new they. 

After fighting various war amongst themselves all the small 
Italian states had recently agreed to be governed by one 
leader, a King but with a government to help him.

Themselves fighting various wars of independence amongst 
after.

They are happy enjoying the fact that they have stopped 
fighting each other.

Europe want to remain peaceful and stay out of the fights 
between the other countries in Spain. 

Their army is not strong or well equipped.

FROM:

TO:
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You have been sent this coded information from your spies in Ottoman 
Empire/Turkey. You need to decode the information first and then com-
plete your presentation to M the head of the British intelligence service, the 
Foreign Secretary and the Prime Minister.

classified

Europe Ottoman Empire has been described as ‘the sick man 
of the’ 

It is weak as the states that made up the empire wanted 
independence

Army does not have a well equipped it.

Greece would also like to take over some bits of land but 
won’t attack unless someone else does as they are not 
strong enough.

Russia wants the help of the Ottoman Empire to get free 
from Persia.

FROM:

TO:

You have been sent this coded information from your spies in Italy. You 
need to decode the information first and then complete your presentation 
to M the head of the British intelligence service, the Foreign Secretary and 
the Prime Minister.

classified

Power king has just been restored to the.

He has turned his back on the rest of Europe

Him won’t fight a war because it will upset people in Spain 
who may overthrow he.

FROM:

TO:
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You have been sent this coded information from your spies in Germany. 
You need to decode the information first and then complete your presenta-
tion to M the head of the British intelligence service, the Foreign Secretary 
and the Prime Minister.

classified

They have a Kaiser (king) who has complete control. He 
doesn’t have to listen to anyone else.

Army are a large country with a large, well trained they.

They are determined to hold Russia back. 

Kaiser have just become a new country because the smaller 
German states that existed before have all got together 
governments and agreed to follow the they. 

The largest of the old states had been Prussia. Their army 
was very good at fighting wars and defeated France in a war 
a few years before. As the winners they took away land from 
the French. 

Ammunition are well stocked with weapons and they.

Empire a new country they are very envious of the overseas 
Empires of France, Britain and Spain and so wanted to 
create their own which they think they might be able to do 
by taking some land from the weaker Ottoman as.

FROM:

TO:



The first and last word have been reversed in some sentences.

Code breaker (for teacher only)
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You have been sent this coded information from your spies in Russia. You 
need to decode the information first and then complete your presentation 
to M the head of the British intelligence service, the Foreign Secretary and 
the Prime Minister.

classified

Europe country covers a large part of the. 

They are governed by a Tsar (King) who has complete 
control. He doesn’t have to listen to anyone else.

The Tsar wants access to the sea in the south which is why 
he was threatening Persia and the Ottoman Empire, Turkey.

Army has a large Russia. 

However, many men did die in the Crimean War. So the Tsar 
may be worried about losing more men but he may also want 
to prove he can win after losing this war.

Poland Russians have already taken over the. 

FROM:

TO:

You have been sent this coded information from your spies in France. You 
need to decode the information first and then complete your presentation 
to M the head of the British intelligence service, the Foreign Secretary and 
the Prime Minister.

classified

Republic are governed by a parliament elected by the people 
and they do not have a king so are a France.

They are furious that Prussia defeated them and that they 
had been taken away land where French people still lived. 

Revenge are looking for an excuse to take their they.

They are also very afraid that a stronger united Germany 
will attack them again so they are looking for ways to 
protect themselves.

Empire are also afraid that Germany is plotting against 
them in their overseas they.

 

FROM:

TO:




BBC Teachers - The Beauty of Maps
Worksheet 1: Serio worksheet    

BBC Teachers BBC©2010bbc.co.uk/schools/teachers

You have been sent this coded information from your spies in Austria and 
Hungary. You need to decode the information first and then complete your 
presentation to M the head of the British intelligence service, the Foreign 
Secretary and the Prime Minister.

classified

They both had been ruled for a long time by kings with com-
plete control. However, they had recently joined forces to 
become a dual (shared) monarchy. 

Empire made them a large this.

Hungary wanted to attack Russia to prevent her stealing 
land from the Turks and gaining a way to get to the Medi-
terranean Sea. 

War was a country that was made up of many different races 
who did not always agree. So it was difficult to rule and 
they may not always want to go to Hungary.

Austria was more moderate and friends with Germany so did 
not want war until they were prepared but did not want 
Russia to take over land from the Ottoman Empire.

FROM:

TO:

You have been sent this coded information from your spies in Spain. You 
need to decode the information first and then complete your presentation 
to M the head of the British intelligence service, the Foreign Secretary and 
the Prime Minister.

classified

Country are a new they. 

After fighting various war amongst themselves all the small 
Italian states had recently agreed to be governed by one 
leader, a King but with a government to help him.

Themselves fighting various wars of independence amongst 
after.

They are happy enjoying the fact that they have stopped 
fighting each other.

Europe want to remain peaceful and stay out of the fights 
between the other countries in Spain. 

Their army is not strong or well equipped.

FROM:

TO:
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You have been sent this coded information from your spies in Ottoman 
Empire/Turkey. You need to decode the information first and then com-
plete your presentation to M the head of the British intelligence service, the 
Foreign Secretary and the Prime Minister.

classified

Europe Ottoman Empire has been described as ‘the sick man 
of the’ 

It is weak as the states that made up the empire wanted 
independence

Army does not have a well equipped it.

Greece would also like to take over some bits of land but 
won’t attack unless someone else does as they are not 
strong enough.

Russia wants the help of the Ottoman Empire to get free 
from Persia.

FROM:

TO:

You have been sent this coded information from your spies in Italy. You 
need to decode the information first and then complete your presentation 
to M the head of the British intelligence service, the Foreign Secretary and 
the Prime Minister.

classified

Power king has just been restored to the.

He has turned his back on the rest of Europe

Him won’t fight a war because it will upset people in Spain 
who may overthrow he.

FROM:

TO:
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You have been sent this coded information from your spies in Germany. 
You need to decode the information first and then complete your presenta-
tion to M the head of the British intelligence service, the Foreign Secretary 
and the Prime Minister.

classified

They have a Kaiser (king) who has complete control. He 
doesn’t have to listen to anyone else.

Army are a large country with a large, well trained they.

They are determined to hold Russia back. 

Kaiser have just become a new country because the smaller 
German states that existed before have all got together 
governments and agreed to follow the they. 

The largest of the old states had been Prussia. Their army 
was very good at fighting wars and defeated France in a war 
a few years before. As the winners they took away land from 
the French. 

Ammunition are well stocked with weapons and they.

Empire a new country they are very envious of the overseas 
Empires of France, Britain and Spain and so wanted to 
create their own which they think they might be able to do 
by taking some land from the weaker Ottoman as.

FROM:

TO:



The first and last word have been reversed in some sentences.

Code breaker (for teacher only)


