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Claude Monet belonged to an artist organisation called ‘the Impressionists’. Here is a short 
biography of his life:

Gwendoline and Margaret Davies owned works of art by many other French Impressionist 
artists. These include:

Degas   Renoir Cézanne
    Carrière     Manet

Claude Monet was born in Paris on 14 November 1840. His full name was Oscar 
Claude Monet. In 1845 his family moved to Le Havre in Normandy. His father ran a 
grocery shop and his mother was a singer. Monet had wanted to be an artist since 
he was very young. In 1851 he started attending Le Havre secondary school and 
started to sell his pictures to local people. He learnt how to use oil pastels with the 
help of the artist Eugène Boudin, who became his mentor. That is when Monet began 
experimenting with ‘en plein air’ (in the open air) painting technique.

He spent many years living in Paris, and there he became part of the Impressionist 
movement. His first wife was called Camille Doncieux, and she featured in many of 
his paintings. Monet lived in many different areas of France as well as England and 
Holland. He had two sons, Jean and Michel. After Camille’s death, Monet married his 
second wife, Alice, in 1892, and went to live in Giverny, Normandy. There, Monet had 
a magnificent garden and an art studio in an old barn. During the last years of his life 
he painted many ‘series’ of paintings, including his famous Waterlilies, haystacks and 
Rouen Cathedral. Monet died on 5 December 1926 when he was 86 years old.

Choose two of the above artists and gather information about them from books and the internet, 
before writing a short biography about both on the other side of this sheet.
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Artist 1: ________________

Artist 2: ________________
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