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Read the following extract about the Davies sisters’ background, and then complete the 
tasks that follow.

When David Davies of Llandinam died in 1890, his whole estate passed to his son, Edward. In 
turn, Edward’s children, Gwendoline, Margaret and David, inherited everything. David became 
a Liberal Member of Parliament for Montgomeryshire, like his grandfather, and became Baron 
Davies of Llandinam in 1932. But his two sisters are still remembered today, for very different 
reasons.

Gwendoline Elizabeth Davies was born on February 11, 1882, and her sister, Margaret Sidney 
Davies, on December 14, 1884. Both received a good education at Highfield School in Hendon. 
They were very fond of music and art and travelled extensively throughout Europe as young
women, studying art in Germany and Italy.

They each inherited £500,000 from their grandfather, David Davies, and soon used their wealth 
to purchase an art collection. 

In 1908, they seriously began collecting works of art. During the first six years, they collected 
nearly 100 paintings and sculptures, under the guidance of advisors and experts in the art
world. By 1913, they had collected enough works to hold an exhibition at City Hall in Cardiff.

In the early years, their artistic taste was traditional and they initially bought many works by 
artists such as Turner, Corot and Millet. However, in 1912, they started buying works by the 
Impressionists. By 1924, their collection of French Impressionism was the largest of its kind in 
Britain.

Over the years, the Davies sisters bought art works by world famous artists such as Daumier, 
Carrière, Renoir, Manet, Augustus John, Cézanne, Botticelli, Van Gogh and, of course, Monet. 
The Davies sisters’ collection at the National Museum contains three versions of Monet’s 
Waterlilies.

In 1920, the Davies sisters purchased Gregynog Hall near Newtown and made it a centre 
for music and the arts in Wales. They also established the Gregynog Press in 1922. For 20 
years, Gregynog Hall was filled with music, expensive furniture, hand-printed books from the 
Gregynog Press and the sisters’ amazing collection of art works. Margaret and Gwendoline also 
established the Gregynog Music Festival, attracting famous names to perform there, including 
Vaughan Williams, Edward Elgar and Gustav Holst.
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The Davies sisters were prominent Christians, and both had a deep social conscience. They 
contributed a great deal of their wealth to educational and social causes, both locally and 
nationally. They worked as volunteers for the French Red Cross during the First World War, 
running food canteens for soldiers, and during the Second World War, Gregynog Hall was 
turned into a temporary home for wounded soldiers to recover.

Neither Margaret nor Gwendoline married, and they lived together at Gregynog until 
Gwendoline’s death in 1951. Following her sister’s death, Margaret donated Gregynog Hall to 
the University of Wales in 1960. Margaret herself died in 1963 in London, donating her amazing 
art collection, and that of her elder sister, to the National Museum of Wales.

The Davies sisters are mainly remembered for their support for the arts in Wales and their 
superb taste in art and music, for their sense of social responsibility, and for being two brilliant 
and enterprising ladies far ahead of their time in the early part of the 20th century.
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Task 1 – After reading about the Davies sisters’ background, create a mind map with 10 facts 
you’ve learnt about Gwendoline and Margaret in your own words.

Task 2 – Now, discuss in your group which facts you believe are the most interesting about 
the Davies sisters. Try and grade the facts, starting with the most interesting.
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