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British History
Worksheet: Postal Activity Cards 

Teacher Guidelines:  

•  Keep one copy of the cards in this order as it contains the answers. 
•  Make four more copies and then cut out and mix up. 

Similar objects have 
been discovered in 
the middle East and 
central Asia. The 
ruins of large cities, 
discovered in the 
Indus Valley, show 
communication was 
essential to the 
growth of trade and 
civilisation.

Growth of the 
written word 
across the world 
as many different 
written languages 
develop using an 
alphabet rather than 
simple symbols. In 
the 1400s paper 
became more 
widely available and 
it was cheaper for 
those who could 
write to send letters. 

This type of box 
could have been 
kept in a letter 
receiving house, 
a coaching inn or 
Turnpike house. 
(A place coaches 
had to stop to pay 
to use a road that 
had been built and 
maintained by a 
private company 
in 18th Century 
Britain).

Due to the ideas 
of Rowland Hill, in 
1840 a stamp had 
to be placed upon 
the letter to show 
its delivery had 
been paid.  The 
first stamp was 
the ‘penny black’ 
it showed a black 
and white image 
of Queen Victoria. 
Britain was the first 
country in the world 
to do this. 

Used to stamp wet 
clay and/or wax to 
close documents 
and/or show 
ownership.

You can see it was 
made in the 1830s 
because originally it 
had the royal mark 
of George IV. 

Clay and/or stone 
tablets were taken 
to the person they 
were written for by a 
personal messenger 
of the author. 

It has the mark of 
Queen Victoria on it 
who became Queen 
of England in 1837.

There is evidence 
from the Royal Mail 
archive that there 
was a Postmaster 
before 1813 in 
Baldock.  He was 
granted expenses 
for forwarding mail. 

In 1840 the uniform 
penny post is 
introduced - the 
person sending the 
letter 1 penny for its 
delivery when they 
post it.  The money 
made went to the 
government.  

The size indicates 
a number of people 
sent letters and that 
more people in the 
population were 
able to read and 
write. 

In England on 
the 31st July 
1635 Charles I 
makes the ‘royal 
mail’ available 
to all the public 
with the person 
who received the 
letter paying for its 
delivery. 
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It was made 
between 2000 and 
2500 BC. 

C1849 letter boxes 
begin to appear in 
houses. 

1853 first Pillar 
boxes beside the 
road. 

Shows the oldest 
writing in South 
East Asia. 

Seals were used 
as a standard form 
to communicate 
ownership and 
close a letter for 
1000s of years, 
throughout the 
world.  It was used 
like a signature 
today to prove who 
sent the document. 

1719-1793 the 
postmaster of Bath 
begins the business 
organisation of 
the postal service 
by organising a 
series of coaches 
to become mail 
coaches to pick 
up mail across the 
country. 

The use of the 
stamp spread 
quickly around 
the world. Britain 
remains the only 
country that does 
not put its name 
on a stamp unlike 
the countries who 
introduced it later.  

In 1661 the first 
post mark was 
introduced to show 
when documents 
were posted. It 
showed the day and 
month of posting 
to avoid the letter 
carrier delaying the 
mail. 

The postal service 
was now used to 
send nearly all 
letters enclosed 
in a self sealing 
envelope rather 
than sending a 
messenger with a 
letter closed with 
a wax seal. The 
signature was used 
as identification 
rather than the seal 
for those who could 
write. 

1386 Richard II 
signs his name on 
a royal document 
and begins the 
move away from 
the use of the seal 
on a letter to prove 
authority. He also 
set up a network of 
royal messengers. 

Many new 
countries across 
the world have 
been discovered 
and need accurate 
communication in 
order to continue to 
expand their trade.   
The Romans had 
begun a messenger 
system for the 
delivery of ‘letters’ 
and built roads 
across Europe. 
When the Roman 
Empire collapsed 
the networks of 
roads, postal routes 
and coaching 
inns continued to 
develop especially 
in Britain. 

The opening is  
6 inches long and  
1 ½ inches wide. 

$

http://www.bbc.co.uk/primaryhistory
http://www.bbc.co.uk/terms/

