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This lesson can be used as a single one hour lesson or used as a series of lessons from the 
World History resource. It covers cross curricular objectives as well as historical points at Key 
Stage Two/CfE second level but it could also be used as a skill based lesson for Key Stage 3. 

World History
Lesson plan 4: Exploring local history through artefacts

Objectives

1.  To think about local history and artefacts that they could use to tell the history of the place 
they live in or where the school is located.

2.  To understand the difference between the history that can be pieced together from the 
everyday items we take for granted and artefacts that are created to ensure societies/
communities do not forgot things that happen.

3. To develop questioning and interview skills.
4. To develop ICT presentation skills. 
5. To develop decision making skills and ability to justify a choice.

National Curriculum/Curriculum for Excellence links 

English: discussion, making decisions and questioning, oral speaking skills, working 
within a group and using others’ ideas to develop opinions, questioning evidence 
and the ability to use of a variety of language to describe. To adapt speech 
and language depending upon the audience and listening to discussion and/or 
presentations and identifying key points.  To develop the ability to use dramatic 
techniques to explore issues and to use character, action and narrative to 
convey story and themes. To use a variety of written compositions. 

History: chronological understanding, historical interpretation, historical enquiry and 
World History.

Creativity: imagination and construction of stories.
Citizenship: to begin to understand the importance of preservation of community history to  

all cultures. 
ICT

Resources

•  Worksheets: 
Object analysis worksheet 

•  Scissors, glue and A3 paper
•  World History website
•  Interactive White Board (IWB)

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/worldhistory/object_analysis.pdf
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Lesson plan 4: Exploring local history through artefacts

Teaching and learning activities

Introduction

1.  Print out or display on the IWB the Sutton Hoo Helmet, Tang Tomb figures and Mummy 
Hornedjitef . 

2.  Tell pupils they were discovered in burial chambers and were intended to help prepare the 
person buried for their journey into an afterlife. Explain that they were excavated by people 
trying to find out more about the Saxons, ancient Chinese and Egyptians.  

3.  Ask the class if they think the creators intended them to be discovered. You could go on to 
discuss what artefacts people are buried with today – if at all? These could include photos of 
family and or their best dress etc.

4.  Hold a class discussion about what objects we can see today that were erected to make 
us remember history and tell people in the future about our civilisation. These could include 
things such as war memorials, Nelson’s column, statues of great national or local leaders or 
famous people such as Bevan in Cardiff, the blue plaques that mark where someone famous 
was born, national trust houses, portraits, pieces of art such as the Turner prize. 

5.  As a class discuss the difference between someone who makes an artefact and someone 
who commissions it. For example, a person always wants to be seen in a certain way when a 
picture is painted and will often give the artist specific directions so sometimes it shows more 
about the person who commissions the work than the artist. 

 

One

1.  Split the class into seven groups and hand each group the object analysis worksheet. Assign 
one of these objects to each group: Benin plaques, Easter Island Statues, Ramesses II, 
Rosetta Stone, Pieces of Eight, Emperor Augustus and Durer’s Rhinoceros.

2.  Using the information on the World History website, ask each group to complete the 
worksheet and feedback to the rest of the class.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worldhistory/sutton_hoo_helmet/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worldhistory/tang_tomb_figures/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worldhistory/mummy/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worldhistory/mummy/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worldhistory/
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/worldhistory/object_analysis.pdf
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Teaching and learning activities

Two

1.  Pupils should remain in their previous groups. Tell each group to imagine that they could get 
in a time machine and go back in time in order to interview the person who produced the 
artefact they were given. Tell pupils that they have to think about what questions they would 
ask and consider the answer the maker and/or the person who requested that it be made 
may give. Present the role plays to the class. 

2.  Discuss as a class which producer of an artefact was most interesting and what area they 
would like to go on and research.

Three

Using the information from the role plays, as a class discuss the reasons why local artefacts 
are created and keep a list on the board. They could include commemoration of ancestors, 
celebration of famous events and people, to show powerful rulers and scare people into 
behaving themselves, to show that they own a certain object and to publish/record laws.

Four

1.  Using the ‘In your area’ section of the A History of the World website, find some examples 
from your local area/region. Print out an image of the object(s) or have them ready on your 
IWB. 

2.  Split the class into groups of 3-4 pupils and ask each one to think about what the artefact 
shown in the picture can tell them about local history. Using the internet, reference books 
and/or a visit to a local museum to carry out research about their area, ask each group to 
prepare a presentation (using presentation software) to give to the rest of the class.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/inyourarea/
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Plenary

Using the local history information discussed in the lesson, ask the class to vote on what 
they think is the most important aspect of their local history and why.

Extension or homework

1.  Hold a discussion about the history of your school and ask the class to identify any 
objects they think are important to their school’s history (this could be an old school bell, 
something from a display cupboard, a commemorative plaque or bench, or something that 
belonged to a famous ex-pupil). Ask the class to vote on the object they think should be 
uploaded into the A History of the World object database. For more information refer to the 
‘AHOTW School factsheet’ and ‘How to upload an object’ guide.

2.  Organise or take part in a local history event through your school or a local museum. 
Ask parents and members of the community to find an object in their home with local 
significance that pupils can photograph, describe and upload into the A History of the 
World object database. For more information refer to the ‘AHOTW School factsheet’ and 
‘How to upload an object’ guide.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/get-involved/adding-objects/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/get-involved/adding-objects/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/lesson_plans/hotw_factsheet_for_schools.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/lesson_plans/hotw_factsheet_for_schools.pdf

