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This lesson can be used as a single one hour lesson or used as a series of lessons from the 
World History resource. It covers cross curricular objectives as well as historical points at Key 
Stage Two/CfE second level but it could also be used as a skill based lesson for Key Stage 3. 

World History
Lesson plan 1: Investigating sources – artefacts 

Objectives

1. To think about how we learn about history. 
2. To consider what types of historical sources are available.
3. To start to consider how sources can be unreliable.
4. To introduce the idea that all sources are useful even if unreliable.

National Curriculum/Curriculum for Excellence links 

English: discussion, making decisions and questioning, oral speaking skills, working 
within a group, and using others’ ideas to develop opinions, questioning 
evidence and the ability to use of a variety of language to describe.

History: use of historical terminology and vocabulary.
Creativity: imagination and construction of stories.
PSHE: to develop a positive self image.
Citizenship: to begin to understand the importance of preservation of community history to  

all cultures.

Resources

•  Worksheets: 
Source analysis worksheet 
Durer’s spot the difference worksheet  
Animal Pictionary worksheet 
Emperor Augustus worksheet

•  World History website
•  Interactive White Board (IWB)

•  Artefacts shoe box – this could include: some 
old photographs, postcards or a newspaper, 
a souvenir from a foreign holiday, an old 
china cup, an old looking teddy, an old puzzle 
or game, a poppy or medals, an old book 
without a dust jacket, baby clothes/shoes and 
an example of religious symbol. 
For teaching activity 3, the artefacts box 
must include images of Durer’s rhinoceros, 
Emperor Augustus and some modern 
celebrities.   

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worldhistory/
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/worldhistory/source_analysis.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/worldhistory/durer_spot_the_difference.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/worldhistory/animal_pictionary.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/worldhistory/emperor_augustus.pdf
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Teaching and learning activities

Introduction

1.  Tell the pupils that you have discovered an old box in your attic and you need to try to 
discover more about the person who owned the box to see if you might be able to return it. 

2.  Divide the class into groups of 3-4 pupils and hand out a couple of objects to each group. 
Ask the groups to work out what they could learn about the person who owned the box purely 
from the information in front of them. They can use the source analysis worksheet to record 
their answers and as a prompt for discussion.  

3.  Inform the class that they need to nominate one person in the group to tell the class about 
their objects once they have finished their discussion.  

4.  After listening to all the groups, pupils should return to their group to try to construct a picture 
of the person they have heard about. Inform pupils they need to nominate a different person 
to feedback three ideas about the character of the person who may have owned the box and 
that they need to be prepared to adapt their contribution if another group says the same thing.

5.  Finally, explain to your class that they have started to write history using not books or the 
internet but artefacts and the class should compile a list of the types of evidence that they 
have used. This could include games, local houses, pictures and newspaper reports as it 
links with artefacts they will look at later. 

One

1.  Hand out Durer’s spot the difference worksheet to each group. You can bring up a large 
image of Durer’s rhinoceros on your IWB while the class complete this exercise.    

2.  Feedback as a class and discuss why Durer’s rhinoceros might be different. Aim to get pupils 
to identify that Durer hadn’t seen the rhinoceros in real life. Then explain that he relied on 
reports from other people. 

3.  In pairs, ask the class to play Animal Pictionary. Explain that they have to describe their 
animal without saying the words on the sheets or acting out the characteristic actions of the 
animal; for example, a lion roaring.

4.  Lead a discussion about how sources can be unreliable if based on second hand information, 
then ask the class to suggest what useful information they can find out about 16th Century 
Europe from the picture. This could include that few people had seen a rhinoceros and 
information was distributed via pictures because fewer people could read. Discuss as a class 
and point out that in order to find out more about the picture it is important to examine other 
sources of information. 

5.  Using the Durer topic webpage, ask each group to record what additional information they 
can discover about Durer and 16th Century Europe. This can be done in an IT room or by 
putting the link up on the IWB.

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/worldhistory/source_analysis.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/worldhistory/durer_spot_the_difference.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/worldhistory/animal_pictionary.pdf
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Teaching and learning activities

Two

1.  Put the image of Augustus on the IWB. Ask the pupils in pairs or groups to use the source 
analysis worksheet to record what they can learn about it.  

2.  Link to the Augustus topic webpage and discuss Augustus’ character. Use the Emperor 
Augustus worksheet to test the pupils about what they have learned about him so far. 

3.  Discuss why Augustus may have left out some parts of his character. For example, they 
could consider that he wanted to create the idea that he saw everything and that he was all 
powerful. Ask pupils to consider the fact that the statue was torn down by people who had 
overthrown Roman rule and ask them to consider how people in occupied countries felt about 
the statues. 

4.  Discuss as a class why people want to create images and why this image is useful in finding 
out about the Romans. As a class discuss how we find out about famous and powerful people 
today. Display some images of celebrities (footballer, pop star, politician) on the IWB and 
discuss what image they might be trying to project. Then discuss how much has changed in 
the creation of images since the Romans.   

5.  At this point you could research the Romans further using the Primary History Romans 
website.

Three

Ask pupils to write an imaginative character analysis of the likes and dislikes, age and 
background of the person who may have owned the box studied at the start the lesson 
including the fact that the images of Durer’s rhinoceros and Augustus’ picture as well as the 
famous people were also in the box. Remind the pupils that they can only include the evidence 
they have seen in class and remember that some things may have been there to construct a 
particular type of image.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worldhistory/augustus/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/romans/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/romans/
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/worldhistory/source_analysis.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/worldhistory/source_analysis.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/worldhistory/emperor_augustus.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/worldhistory/emperor_augustus.pdf
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Plenary

1.  Divide pupils into pairs and ask them to make a list of the types of evidence that are 
available to a historian. Then discuss as a class and make a list of key points on the 
board. Then as a class discuss if there are any types of evidence missing. 

2.  Conclude by asking the class to vote yes or no to the question: ‘Do we have enough 
evidence to return the box to the owner?’ Usually the answer is no.

Extension or homework

1.  Pupils could construct their own memory box, which could include photographs and  
trinkets of importance – maybe their favourite toy from when they were a baby, a souvenir 
from a holiday or a gift from a special family member.  This could be done as a competition 
to see who produces the most thoroughly researched and thoughtful box.

2.  Using the source analysis worksheet, pupils could find an artefact (object) from their own 
home of importance to their family (an heirloom) or their local area. Pupils could take a 
photograph of the object, make a sketch or with parental permission, bring the object into 
school. The class could choose the best object to upload into the A History of the World 
database. Please refer to the ‘How to upload an object’ guide. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/get-involved/adding-objects/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/

