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AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
• To develop an understanding of their local environment 
• To analyse source material to ascertain the research material  
• To begin to consider how local stories become part of 
oral history



Lesson 6 – your LocaL area

National Curriculum links:

History (England), The World Around us – History
(Northern Ireland), Social Studies (Scotland)
History – History (Wales)

Pupils should be able to understand how the past shapes the present,
develop a sense of chronology and explore change and continuity over time.
Pupils should be able to explain why change occurred. To understand how
identities develop and what they have in common. Consider how society is
organised and how decisions are made within communities. They should be
able to use a variety of source material and methods to explore the past and
make deductions about the lives and emotions of people in the past. Pupils
should be able to assess the reliability of a range of source material.  They
should be able to evaluate the decisions made by historical characters. This
session could be added to programmes of study on; The Norman invasion
(England), The Medieval Wars of Independence (Scotland) and The Age of
Princes (Wales),

English,  (England), Language and Literacy 
(Northern Ireland) Literacy and English (Scotland),
English and/or Welsh (Wales) 

Pupils should be able to develop discussion during which they can make
decisions about types of questions to ask and use others’ ideas to develop
opinions. Pupils should adapt speech and language depending upon the
audience and while listening to discussion and/or presentations as well as be
able to identify the key points. They should be able to communicate clearly,
negotiate and organise tasks as part of a group. They will be able to use
dramatic techniques to explore issues and to use character, action and
narrative to convey a story and themes. Pupils should be able to select
appropriate written styles for their audience and correctly apply grammar
rules.  They should develop knowledge of how creativity and imagination are
essential to making new meanings, exploring and experimenting with
language and creating dramatic effects. 

Arts and Design (England), 
The Arts (Northern Ireland) Art and design
(Wales) Expressive Arts (Scotland) 

Pupils should develop the ability to think about how creative ideas can be
developed in response to different stimuli. To consider how different art
forms communicate and evoke moods and ideas as well as develop an
understanding that they can use the visual elements such as colour, tone and
pattern to portray their ideas. Pupils acquire the knowledge that designing,
creating and performing require discipline, control, technique and practice as
well as how and why people from different times and cultures have used the
arts to express ideas. To understand that accepted forms and conventions
can give structure and purpose to artistic works but they can be adapted and
changed. Pupils should be able to work through a design process while
following a design brief. They should be able to explore a range of media and
technologies in order to create objects and artefacts for specific tasks.  

Design and Technology (England), The World Around
Us – Science and Technology (Northern Ireland)  
Design and Technology (Wales), Sciences (Scotland) 

Pupils should be able to make and record accurate measurements and
detailed observations. Pupils should be able to produce their own plans for
design tasks that recognise the constraints of the material available. They
should be able to select appropriate materials for practical challenges.  To
consider the consistency and type of material used for a task and how to 
use geometry to explore, understand and represent shape and space.

Mathematics (England, Wales, Scotland) 
Mathematics and Numeracy (Northern Ireland)

Pupils should understand how numbers can be used for measurement,
quantification and comparison and applied in different contexts. Pupils should
be able to use geometry to explore, understand and represent shape and
space. They should be able to use different mathematical methods in order 
to solve practical problems and to consider their application to 2 and 3
dimensional shapes. Pupils should be able to use multiples, sequences,
understand, calculate and use the mean and range of a set of discrete data as
well as collect, classify, record and present data using graphs, tables, diagrams
and ICT software. 

Geography  (England) The World Around us –
Geography (Northern Ireland), Social Studies
(Scotland), Geography (Wales)

Pupils should be able to use fieldwork, first-hand experience, questionnaires,
surveys and secondary sources to present information on different places to
live, work and relax and interesting places to visit. They should be able to use
a range of maps and geographical information systems to gather, interpret,
analyse and present their conclusions.
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• Domesdayton village reports extracts
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-232000-639000/page/17
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-356000-270000/page/9
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-228000-69000/page/7
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-312000-360000/page/8
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-408000-441000/page/9
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-440000-540000/page/16
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-556000-237000/page/5
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-452000-357000/page/9
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-512000-432000/page/3
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-508000-132000/page/4
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-424000-369000/page/8

• A copy of an OS Map for your area

• BBC Hands on History Domesday Survey Sheets  
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/lesson_plans/
anglo-saxon/normans_lp_hoh_domesday.pdf

• Traffic Survey Sheet

• Ghost story extracts
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-556000-156000/page/10
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-428000-324000/page/6
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-234000-473000/page/2
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-648000-291000/page/18
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-452000-186000/page/12
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-504000-213000/page/19

bbc.co.uk/domesday
3>

resources

DomesDay
RELOADED



Opening activity 

• Split the class into pairs and ask them to imagine they 
have friends or family visiting. Ask each pair to discuss 
where they would take them within the immediate 
locality and ask them to think of one interesting fact 
they would tell the visitors about the area.

• Feedback and discuss what people want to know about 
a place they are visiting.

Activity 1 

• Hand out the Domesdayton village reports extracts. 
This is a fictional village created from a number of 
extracts from the site.  

• Split the class into groups of 2-3 pupils and give each 
group 1 or 2 extracts.  

• Ask each group to make a list of the possible questions 
local people were asked to gain the information in 
their extract.

• Feedback and discuss as a class what they have learned 
about the village called Domesdayton. 

• Discuss if any of things mentioned in Domesdayton exist
in the area around the school.
• Finally show the class the square on the website 
where their school is or if there is not one complete a 
nearby area or any area in the UK that the class wishes 
to research and explain that they are going to complete 
a number of activities so that they can compile their 
own leaflet. 

Activity 2 

• Split into groups. Explain to the class how to use an OS 
Map and give them a key of the symbols. 

• Ask each group to look at an OS map of the area. 
Record the key roads into and out of the area and other
methods of transport such as a railway station.  Ask 
pupils to describe whether or not the landscape is flat 
or hilly, farmland or industrial landscape. Finally they 
should look at the local amenities – leisure centre, 
school, pub, church, places of historic interest. 

• Feedback and discuss as a class.  
• As a group write a brief description on the area based 

on the information from the OS Map. 

Activity 3 

• Take a short walk around the area.  While walking ask 
students to keep a tally chart of traffic, shops they see,  
types of housing, places/monuments of historic interest, 
street furniture such as bus stops, parks, examples of 
birds, animals, flowers that they might see.  Split the class
into 5 groups. 

• Split the class into 5 groups.  Groups 1 to 4 should use 
the community research sheets from BBC Hands on 
History Domesday Survey Sheets. Group 5 should 
complete the Traffic Survey Sheet. 

• Write up their short walk for a tourist to follow. 
It must include directions and examples of things 
they may see at each point. This aims to give 
them descriptions. 

Activity 4 

• Split the class into 6 groups.  Give each group a Ghost 
Story extracts about the ghostly happenings and ask 
one person to read this to the rest of the group.

• As a group discuss whether or not the authors believe 
in the stories they have recorded and how local ‘ghost’ 
stories develop.

• Each group should then briefly retell the stories 
mentioned in their extract and the results of their 
discussion.  

• Ask each group to use the ideas discussed to write a 
ghost story about a local place or event. 

• Read out the ghost stories
• Discuss how useful are these type of stories to 

historians writing local histories. 
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Activity 5 

• If possible access for an IT suite/room would be useful 
for this task so they can use the Domeday Reloaded site
and other historical research sites.  Split the class into 
groups. Discuss what makes a good visitors leaflet.  
Using all the information gained from the activities 
above produce a leaflet on the local area.  It must 
include a description of the geography of the area, the 
types of shops, the flora and fauna of the area and a 
short history of any place they could visit as well as any 
local historical stories.  

You may eventually decide to send this data (and
information from other activities) to the Domesday
Reloaded website where it may be published.
Read the ‘Get involved’ webpage for more details:
www.bbc.co.uk/domesday/getinvolved

Plenary 

• Discuss the importance of recording the past for 
future generations

• Discuss what they have learned about the past.
• Discuss the geographical skills they need to find out 

about the present and the historical skills they need to 
develop to find out about the future.

Extension Activities

• Collect samples of leaves, trees, and some flowers to 
identify and press in order to create a Horticultural 
Spotters Book for local people to take upon walks.  

• Compile graphs on the types of tree.
• Decide if any species need protecting because they are 

declining and/or some increasing. 
• Compare descriptions, photographs and maps on the 

site to contemporary material to points such as the 
building of new roads, changes in road lay out.
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Record the number of things you see in your surroundings using a tally system:

Vehicles

Cars

4 by 4 Vehicles

Caravans

Small Vans

Transit Vans

Container Lorries

Tractors

Combine Harvester

Police car

Ambulance

Fire Engine

Sports car 

Minibus

Taxi

Motorbike

Others.


