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AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
• To begin to understand the links between Cultural and
Religious events
• To begin to understand some of the key religious ceremonies
• To understand how the religious makeup of the country 
has changed. 



Lesson 4 – ReLigion 

National Curriculum/Curriculum 
for Excellence links:

History (England)
The World Around us – History (Northern Ireland)
Social Studies (Scotland)
History – History (Wales) 

Pupils should be able to understand how the past shapes the present,
develop a sense of chronology and explore change and continuity over time.
Pupils should be able to explain why change occurred. To understand how
identities develop and what they have in common. Consider how society is
organised and how decisions are made within communities. They should be
able to use a variety of source material and methods to explore the past and
make deductions about the lives and emotions of people in the past. Pupils
should be able to assess the reliability of a range of source material. They
should be able to evaluate the decisions made by historical characters. This
session could be added to programmes of study on; The Norman invasion
(England), The Medieval Wars of Independence (Scotland) and The Age of
Princes (Wales)

English, (England), 
Language and Literacy (Northern Ireland), 
Literacy and English (Scotland), 
English and/or Welsh (Wales) 

Pupils should be able to develop discussion during which they can make
decisions about types of questions to ask and use others’ ideas to develop
opinions. Pupils should adapt speech and language depending upon the
audience and while listening to discussion and/or presentations as well as 
be able to identify the key points. They should be able to communicate
clearly, negotiate and organise tasks as part of a group. They will be able to
use dramatic techniques to explore issues and to use character, action and
narrative to convey a story and themes. Pupils should be able to select
appropriate written styles for their audience and correctly apply grammar
rules. They should develop knowledge of how creativity and imagination 
are essential to making new meanings, exploring and experimenting with
language and creating dramatic effects.

Arts and Design (England)
The Arts (Northern Ireland)
Art and design (Wales)
Expressive Arts (Scotland) 

Pupils should develop the ability to think about how creative ideas can be
developed in response to different stimuli. To consider how different art
forms communicate and evoke moods and ideas as well as develop an
understanding that they can use the visual elements such as colour, tone and
pattern to portray their ideas. Pupils acquire the knowledge that designing,
creating and performing require discipline, control, technique and practice as
well as how and why people from different times and cultures have used the
arts to express ideas. To understand that accepted forms and conventions
can give structure and purpose to artistic works but they can be adapted 
and changed. Pupils should be able to work through a design process while
following a design brief. They should be able to explore a range of media and
technologies in order to create objects and artefacts for specific tasks.  

Design and Technology (England)
The World Around Us – Science and Technology
(Northern Ireland)
Design and Technology (Wales)
Sciences (Scotland) 

Pupils should be able to make and record accurate measurements and
detailed observations. Pupils should be able to produce their own plans for
design tasks that recognise the constraints of the material available. They
should be able to select appropriate materials for practical challenges. To
consider the consistency and type of material used for a task and how to 
use geometry to explore, understand and represent shape and space.

Mathematics (England, Wales, Scotland)
Mathematics and Numeracy 
(Northern Ireland)

Pupils should understand how numbers can be used for measurement,
quantification and comparison and applied in different contexts. Pupils should
be able to use geometry to explore, understand and represent shape and
space. They should be able to use different mathematical methods in order 
to solve practical problems and to consider their application to 2 and 3
dimensional shapes. Pupils should be able to use multiples, sequences,
understand, calculate and use the mean and range of a set of discrete data 
as well as collect, classify, record and present data using graphs, tables,
diagrams and ICT software. 

Geography (England)
The World Around us – Geography 
(Northern Ireland)
Social Studies (Scotland)
Geography (Wales)

Pupils should be able to use fieldwork, first-hand experience, questionnaires,
surveys and secondary sources to present information on different places to
live, work and relax and interesting places to visit. They should be able to use
a range of maps and geographical information systems to gather, interpret,
analyse and present their conclusions.
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• Lesson 4 Domesday religion extracts: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-500000-222000/page/8
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-460000-1206000/page/19
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-336000-1023000/page/14
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-484000-246000/page/19
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-484000-264000/page/8
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-328000-567000/page/17
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-288000-594000/page/19
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-544000-258000/page/12
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-456000-342000/page/5
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-416000-429000/page/7
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-400000-291000/page/10
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-432000-396000/page/11
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-396000-297000/page/16
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-424000-423000/page/12

• A selection of newspaper articles and pictures collected from the Royal Wedding 
on the 29th April 2011.

• Lesson 4 – Religion worksheet –Why are the Domesday Sources so useful 
for Historians?
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Opening activity 

• As a class read the Lesson 4 Domesday religion extracts 
• Make a list of the parts of a wedding that are part 

of a religious ceremony
• Make a list of which parts of a wedding that are cultural 

events that take place outside the place of worship
• Discuss which parts are legal events.
• As a class discuss the difference between a cultural 

and religious celebration.

Activity 1 

• Split the class into groups of 3-4 pupils using extracts a 
to e prepare a rough guide to what happens in the 
hours before a wedding ceremony and in the ceremony 
in a Christian Church.

• The groups should then look at what actually happens in
weddings in the Christian Church to discuss how 
accurate these extracts are.

• Discuss as a class why using these extracts as a source 
of how weddings ceremonies are conducted in the 
Christian Church could be unreliable. They could include
ideas such as written by children who may not fully 
understand or include all sections of the service, written
after the event so things may have been forgotten and 
when attending a exciting/fun event people only tend to 
remember the best bits, their view will depend upon 
their role in the ceremony. 

• Complete the Lesson 4 – Religion worksheet –Why are
the Domesday Sources so useful for Historians? 

• Discuss their answers and email the best answer about 
why the sources are important to Domesday Reloaded 
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday).

Activity 2 

Split the class into groups and ask them all to design a
scrapbook page for their grandchildren on the Royal Wedding
to illustrate which parts are cultural events and which 
are religious.

Place the pages around the class and organise a carousel 
so that pupils can review each others work and vote for 
the best scrapbook page which could be photographed and
sent to Domesday Reloaded
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday).

Activity 3 

• Split the class into 7 groups of 4 pupils. Hand each group
an extract from f to n from the Lesson 4 Domesday 
religion extracts

• Ask each group to make a list of the places of worship 
mentioned and the different types of religion.

• Use this detail to construct a table to record the places 
of worship that exist in the area around the school.

• Compare the results to either the extracts on the 
sheets or a local example from Domesday reloaded.

• Discuss the extent to which the number and type of 
places of worship have changed.
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Activity 4 

• Ask each group to look at the extracts again and 
list the different types of religion mentioned in 
the extracts.

• Ask each group to compile a multiple choice 
questionnaire to work out the religion each member 
in the group belongs to.

• Feedback their results to the class and compile a set 
of class statistics. 

• Ask the class to work out the percentage of the class 
that belong to each religion.  

• Compare the results to either the extracts on the 
sheets or a local example from Domesday reloaded 
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday). 

• Discuss the extent to which membership of religious 
groups has changed.

Activity 5 

• Ask each group to prepare a report on the places of 
worship and the religious views of the class. The reports
need to contain a selection of graphs which assess the 
percentage of people who follow one religion and if that
has increased or decreased and do the same with places
of worship.  They could also look at how many places of 
worship have been purpose built since 1986 rather than 
relying on converted premises. 

• Once all the reports are completed the teacher could 
select the best to email to Domesday Reloaded 
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday).

You may eventually decide to send this data (and
information from other activities) to the Domesday
Reloaded website where it may be published. 
Read the ‘Get involved’ webpage for more details:
www.bbc.co.uk/domesday/getinvolved  

Plenary 

• Discuss how religious celebrations have changed 
• Discuss how religious buildings  are and essential part of

the community 
• Discuss why it is important to use the sources from 

the 1980s and to create their own records. 

Extension

• Look at the architecture of places of worship: 
• Write a history of a local place of worship and/or 

use the site to find out about the history of places 
of worship. 

• Use the site to try to discover if anyone famous across 
the country is buried locally and/or the names of local 
people who made great contributions to the local 
community. 

• Undertake an activity based on writing an obituary for 
a famous local person, an epitaph and/or plaque for a 
memorial who is buried and/or who has a memorial 
at a local place of worship.
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Source 1:  Weddings at Gayhurst Church 
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-484000-246000/page/19) 

As there have only been 97 since present wedding book began in 1837;  in 1984 there were 2 and 1983 had the most with 4.
Banns are read on 3 conseq. Sundays in 12 weeks prior to wedding. Service follows the 1980 alternative services book. Invited
friends and relatives dress formally in grey or black top hats & tails.  Bride enters church on her fathers right arm, is escorted
to front to stand by groom. Clergyman conducts 40-45min service with hymns, prayers, promises, signing of register and

sermon. Bride & groom chose the music & hymns. Bride will wear white dress, arrives at church with bridesmaids and leaves
on grooms left hand. Church richly decorated with flowers but confetti not allowed here. Present church rebuilt in 1728.

Source 2:  A wedding in Wilby Church 
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-484000-264000/page/8) 

The bridegroom & the best man wait at the front of the church for the bride & her attendants to arrive. The tradition is
that the groom should not see the bride on the wedding day and that he should not turn round & see her as she walks
down the aisle. When she meets the groom at the end of the church they stand in front of the priest who asks the
congregation whether anyone knows of any reason why they should not get married. This is a very tense moment in
case anyone speaks out and stops the wedding. The couple then make their marriage vows, hymns are sung and the
blessing given. The register is signed. The couple walk outside the church where people throw paper confetti & give the

bride lucky silver horseshoes. Photographs are taken and everyone goes off to eat and drink.

Source 3:  The Registrar 
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/domesday/dblock/GB-328000-567000/page/16)

The registrar was born in Gretna. She became registrar in 1955 ...There have been a lot of runaway marriages with the boom
time being  during the 1960's.The runaways have  come from all over Europe , and as faraway as America  and Russia….. Such
has become the popularity of Gretna that weddings are performed on only 4 days to leave Tuesday and Thursday free for

administration. In a day the registrar can marry up to 14 couples. Each ceremony takes only 10 minutes to perform. Contrary
to general belief an application must be made to the registrar before getting married in Gretna and couples cannot just turn

up and expect to be married. The ages of those who have come to Gretna to tie the knot range from 16 to 80.
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Tasks 

Task One – Identify phrases from the sources that show any similarities between them and record them in the box below.

Task Two – Identify phrases from the sources that show the differences between them and record them in the box below.

Task Three – Explain how similar these sources are using the quotations that you identified in the tasks before to justify 
you decision.
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Task Four – a. Underline the phrases below that make these sources useful to a historian 
(remember all sources are useful and all have some limitations)
b. Using a different colour underline the phrases in the box below that limit the useful of these sources to a historian

• They show how weddings ceremonies were undertaken in 1986 
• They are written by local people who know about local adaptations to the ceremonies in 1986 
• They show that some people were not able to easily marry who they wanted.
• They only show one type of religious wedding
• We do not know who wrote the descriptions and what research they had undertaken
• The sources only really give an overview of the ceremony
• They show that not everyone had a religious wedding
• The sources are written by ordinary people who just want to record what happens in their community 
for the future.

• The do not make a judgement about the religious and secular events they are recording. 
• They are not written by experts on the marriage ceremony such as the priest and/or registrar
• They are based upon interviews with the people who perform marriage ceremonies as part of their jobs.

Task Five – Explain why these sources are such valuable and useful resources for historians and people wanting to find out
about the past.
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