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Aims and Objectives 

1. To learn the main reasons why the Romans conquered parts of Britain.
2. To learn about Roman influences on Britain and Wales, and consider which influences 

continue in our lives today.
3. To consider how an artefact from a specific period, such as Roman gems, can tell us 

about life in that period.

Resources

•  Interactive white board (IWB)
•  Classroom computers/computer room
•  A picture and descriptions of the Caerleon 

Roman gems
•  Maps of the Roman Empire and countries that 

were influenced by Latin to be shown on the 
IWB.

• Maps/atlases of Britain and Wales 
• Small Latin vocabulary cards
• Roman numeral conversion website
• Pictures of various objects to close the lesson
• Interactive quiz

Worksheets:
• source analysis
• Roman names
• Roman numerals

Activity:
• Roman gods

Teaching and learning activities

Introduction

1. Undertake a class survey – ask the pupils how long they have been living in their current 
homes. Ask who has moved from another village, town or country since they were born? 
Who has moved the furthest? Who has moved the least/not moved at all? Ask about some of 
the main reasons for moving from one country to another these days.                  

2. Say that today you are going to learn about the time when the Romans moved to Britain. Ask 
who the Romans were. Where did they come from? When did they come to Britain? Set the 
historical context (draw attention to the use of B.C. and A.D.). Who lived here before them?

3. Talk briefly about the background of the Romans, and Julius Caesar invading Britain in 55 
B.C. On the IWB, show a map of the Roman Empire in its heyday. Which countries were part 
of it? Refer to the status and power of the Romans and the fact that they always conquered 
countries that provided them with the things that they needed.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/primaryhistory
http://www.bbc.co.uk/terms/
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/bhw_roman_class_activity.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/bhw_roman_names_worksheet.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/bhw_roman_numerals_worksheet.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/bhw_roman_gods_activity.pdf
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4. Explain to the class some of the main reasons why the Romans moved to Britain (trading; 
looking for goods such as wool, lead, silver; strengthening the Empire etc).

5. Focus on the importance of trading for the Romans – refer to their long, straight roads, 
which form the basis of many modern roads seen in Wales and Britain today. What was the 
rationale behind building such straight roads? How did this make it easier to trade between 
different countries within the Empire?

6. Show the picture of the Roman gems on the IWB. Complete the source analysis worksheet 
as a class after reading the information about the object on the website.

7. After completing the worksheet, discuss as a class why religion and superstition were so 
important to the Romans. What superstitions do the pupils know about today? Do they 
believe in some more than others? Which did the Romans believe in? Why were the 
Romans so superstitious?

One

1. Have a class discussion about the fact that Latin spread across most of Europe as the 
Roman Empire expanded. Refer to the importance of Latin across the centuries as the 
language of learning, literature and science, and explain that many modern languages have 
been influenced by Latin (e.g. French, Spanish, Italian, English, Welsh), (A map of countries 
whose native languages were influenced by Latin could be shown on the IWB). 

2. Divide pupils into groups of three or four and distribute cards with pure Latin words that have  
had an obvious influence on English/Welsh words (e.g. hospitium, librarium, Roma, templum, 
liber, fenestra, candela, furnus, medicus, etc). In their groups, the children should try to guess 
the meaning of each word.

3. Discuss the special significance of the Latin word ‘castra’ (fortress). Explain that the names 
of many towns in England and Wales include the word ‘caer’/’chester’. Ask pupils to give 
examples and then show them a map of Wales on the IWB to find examples as a class.

4. In groups of three or four, ask pupils to complete the Roman names worksheet, using an 
atlas to help them to find 10 place names in Britain which include the word ‘caer’ and then 
label different places where Roman fortresses were built on a map of Wales.

Two

1. Have a class discussion about the importance of numbers in our everyday lives. Ask them 
how many times they have used numbers in some way or another during the day (writing the 
date/ telling the time/ break time/ during various lessons etc).

2. Display the first 10 Roman numerals ( I, II, III, IV, V, VI, VII, VIII, IX, X) on the IWB. Ask 
whether anyone has any idea what they are? Are they letters or numbers? Discuss the 
fact that the Romans had a different numbering system from the one that we use today.
Explain that the Roman numbering system is based on seven letters of the alphabet which 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/primaryhistory
http://www.bbc.co.uk/terms/
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/bhw_roman_class_activity.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/bhw_roman_names_worksheet.pdf
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are combined to represent the sum of their value (or, sometimes, the difference in value). 
Discuss the fact that numbering and counting were essential for the Romans because 
trading goods was so important to them.

3. Discuss the use of Roman numerals in various contexts today. Ask the class where we 
tend to see Roman numerals nowadays (on the face of a clock; at the foot of the page in 
some books; the names of members of the royal family; the production date of television 
programmes and films; historical events etc).   

4. Divide the class into groups of three or four to complete the Roman numerals worksheet. 
(Demonstrate how to use a Roman numeral conversion website in order to complete final 
question.)

Three

1. Discuss with the pupils the idea of religion and of believing in a ‘god’. Ask how many different 
religions are represented within the class (Christianity, Islam, Judaism, etc). Discuss briefly 
the different gods in which different religions believe.

2. Explain that religion was extremely important to the Romans, and that they believed in many 
different gods, goddesses and spirits, many of which are represented on the gemstones 
found at Caerleon. As well as worshiping their own gods, the Romans also worshiped 
the gods of some of the countries that they conquered, consequently giving them Roman 
names. They often kept part of their original name e.g. Sulis Minerva in Bath or Mars Ocelus 
from Caergwent.

3. Discuss the fact that the Romans were convinced that each god had a special role and 
was responsible for various aspects of life. Divide the class into groups of three or four to 
complete the Roman gods worksheet. Give each group a different God – there are four to 
choose from.

4. When all the pupils have completed the worksheet, ask the groups to share information with 
the rest of the class about each of the gods. Then ask the pupils to decide, if they could 
meet one of the Roman gods learnt about today, which one would it be, and why.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/primaryhistory
http://www.bbc.co.uk/terms/
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/bhw_roman_numerals_worksheet.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/bhw_roman_gods_activity.pdf
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Plenary

1. Summarise the main reasons why the Romans came to Britain. Talk about the fact that 
they were not welcomed by the native Celts and about the major conflict between the two 
factions for centuries. (Refer to interesting stories about Roman soldiers being fearful of 
coming to Britain after hearing stories of wild native tribes who were living here, and that 
they brought elephants over with them to scare the Celts, who had never seen such an 
animal before!). Why did the Celts dislike the Romans?                      

2. Refer to the good things that the Romans did after they came to Britain (building robust 
roads and towns; creating sensible laws and maintaining order; wonderful architecture; 
works of art; Latin; etc).

3. Explain that the Romans introduced many new things to Britain during their reign. Create 
and distribute cards to the class in groups of four showing pictures of objects that the 
Romans introduced to Britain (e.g. gutters and sewers; the calendar; bricks and cement; 
heated baths; carrots; turnips; pavements; grapes; cats; glass; police; fire fighters; 
cabbage; peas; libraries; nettles; street cleaners; etc), as well as pictures of many other 
objects that were not introduced by the Romans. Ask the children to sort them into two 
piles – things that the Romans introduced to Britain/things that the Romans did not 
introduce to Britain. Discuss each group’s ideas before modelling the correct answers 
on the IWB. Did the class find that some of the items introduced by the Romans were 
unexpected? Which were they? Why? Which were the most important items introduced to 
Britain by the Romans, in the opinion of the class?

4. Complete the interactive quiz about the Romans and the Caerleon Roman Gems as a 
class on the IWB.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/primaryhistory
http://www.bbc.co.uk/terms/
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Extension or homework

1. Pupils could be split into groups to gather information about some of the following 
aspects of life in Roman times:

• Homes
• Clothes
• Food
• Soldiers and battles
• Transport
• Leisure time/games
• Social order
• Shops and trading

They could prepare a presentation based on the information that they have gathered and 
present to the rest of the class.

2. Pupils could design a piece of Roman jewellery with precious gems or with religious/
superstitious symbolism and then create a model of the jewellery (using clay /papier 
mâché, etc.)

3. Pupils could browse the National Roman Legion Museum’s website and undertake web 
and book-based research before drawing a detailed design of the Caerleon Roman 
fortress, noting the functions of different buildings.

4. Pupils could undertake The Caerleon Challenge on the National Roman Legion 
Museum’s website and watch a film on Romans’ TV.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/primaryhistory
http://www.bbc.co.uk/terms/
http://www.museumwales.ac.uk/en/roman/
http://www.museumwales.ac.uk/en/1106/
http://www.museumwales.ac.uk/en/1168/

