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Aims and Objectives 

1. To consider the main beliefs of Islam, and learn about the lives of young Muslims in 
Wales today.

2. To consider how the immigration of workers from overseas who came to Wales during the 
Industrial Revolution contributed to Wales being a multicultural country today.

3. To consider the background of the Industrial Revolution and its influence on the lives of 
ordinary people in the south Wales Valleys during the nineteenth and twentieth century. 

4. To develop information processing skills: questioning, reasoning, creative evaluation, 
information gathering, thinking and analysing.

Resources

•  Interactive white board (IWB)
•  Classroom computers/computer room
•  A picture and descriptions of the Muslim 

prayer compass
•  Pictures of Cardiff Bay to display on the IWB
•  Atlases/ map of the world and Wales on the 

IWB
•  Information books and the internet
•  Interactive compass
•  Global positioning device
• A resource showing satellite images of Earth
•  Interactive quiz

Worksheets:
• object analysis
• planning an exhibition

 
Activity:

• prayer times

Teaching and learning activities

Introduction

1.  Show the class a picture of the Muslim prayer compass. Read through the object description 
of the Muslim prayer compass on the IWB with the class.

2. Ask the class why, in their opinion, Najma Ali, the young Muslim girl from Swansea, chose to 
donate the prayer compass for exhibition in St Fagans?

3. Ask the class who has visited Cardiff Bay recently. What facilities are there? What things 
are there to do? (Some pupils may have been there on a school trip, or to stay at the Urdd 
centre, or on a family holiday.)

4. Show the class two pictures of Cardiff Bay on the IWB – one from the golden era of the 
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Port of Cardiff during the Industrial Revolution (around mid/end of the nineteenth century or 
beginning of the twentieth century) and one of the Bay today. Divide the pupils into groups 
of three or four and ask them to identify the main differences between the two pictures. How 
has the area changed since the end of the nineteenth century? Ask the groups to share and 
discuss their ideas as a class.

5. Discuss the background of the Port of Cardiff and how it prospered enormously from the 
mid-nineteenth century onwards following the Industrial Revolution. (It is the growth of the 
iron industry in the south Wales valleys that created the need to develop a port in Cardiff. 
In 1794, the Glamorganshire Canal, which linked Cardiff and Merthyr Tydfil, was completed 
and in 1798 a basin was built that connected the canal to the sea. West Bute Dock was built 
by the city’s biggest landowner, the 2nd Marquess of Bute, in 1839, and two years later, Taff 
Vale Railway was built. From the end of the 1850s coal started to replace iron as the largest 
industrial product of south Wales, and as much as two million tons of coal was exported from 
the port each year as early as 1862. By 1910 the port owned around 250 steamers – ships 
that would export coal to all four corners of the world, and by 1913, the Port of Cardiff was 
the largest coal export port in the world, shipping 10.7 million tons of coal).

6. Explain to the class that the development of the Port of Cardiff during this period, as well 
as neighbouring ports such as Barry, Penarth and Newport, meant that many sailors and 
workers from foreign countries settled in the dockland areas of these towns. Among them 
were many Muslims from countries such as Yemen, Somalia and Bangladesh. Encourage 
pupils to locate these countries and follow the journeys of the Muslim sailors to Wales on a 
map of the world on the IWB or in atlases.

One

1. Divide the class into groups of three or four and ask them to complete the object analysis 
worksheet after reading the information about the object - groups can work on individual 
computers in the ITC room or in the classroom.

2. After completing the activity, encourage pupils to nominate one member of each group to 
share the information they have found about the Muslim prayer compass with the rest of the 
class. What is the significance of the object to the life of a young Muslim? What does the 
object teach us?

Two

1. Discuss with the class the meaning of the word curator and the role of a curator in a 
museum.             

2. Ask the pupils what, in their opinion, makes a successful museum exhibition (encourage 
them to think about interesting and educational objects; a wide variety of objects; relevant, 
informative descriptions; etc).

3. Divide the class into groups of three or four and set them the challenge on the planning 
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an exhibition worksheet. Encourage them to work together as a group in researching the 
various objects and choosing three for their exhibition.

4. After the groups have completed the activity, discuss with each group which three objects 
they have chosen for their exhibition. Discuss the difference of opinion between groups 
– were different objects chosen? Why? Was it difficult to come to a decision? Was there 
disagreement among the group? Do some objects tell us more about the lives of Muslims in 
Wales than others?

Three

1. Discuss with the class the importance of prayer to Muslims. Explain that many Muslims go 
to the mosque to pray, and that they need to pray five times a day according to the rules of 
Salah, one of the Five Pillars of Islam. (The word ‘Mosque’ means ‘a place to kneel in front 
of Allah’).  

2. Discuss briefly what the Muslim prayer process involves (on arriving at the mosque they 
have to take off their shoes and leave them in the foyer – to keep the mosque clean and to 
show respect for Allah. Then, the washing process must be carried out - ‘Wudu’ – to clean 
the body and mind ready to pray to Allah. Before performing the ‘Wudu’ Muslims will utter the 
word ‘Bishmilla’, which means ‘In the name of Allah’.)

3. Explain that Muslims do not have to pray in a mosque, but they and their place of worship 
must be clean (refer to the use of a prayer mat); they must pray facing the direction of 
Mecca; and they must pray five times a day. 

4. Explain how Muslim prayer times are measured according to the movement of the sun. The 
five times of day when Muslims are expected to pray are called fajr (around the break of 
dawn), dhuhr (midday), asr (between mid afternoon and sunset), maghrib (after sunset), 
and isha (after dark).

5. Divide the class into pairs to complete the worksheet on prayer times. Revise time and the use
of am and pm with pupils if necessary.
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Plenary

1. Revise compass points with the class. Ask for an example of a place in the area which is 
to the south/north/east/west of the classroom. (An interactive compass could be used on 
the IWB.)

2. Display a map of the world on the IWB and ask in which direction is Mecca from Wales.
3. Refer to the fact that almost 40 mosques and Islamic centres exist across Wales today 

and that 30,000 Muslims now live here.
4. Name some of the towns/cities in Wales where there are Muslim mosques today (e.g. 

Cardiff, Newport, Aberystwyth, Bangor, Haverfordwest, Wrexham, Port Talbot, Swansea, 
Llanelli, Neath, Barry). Use a map of Wales or the Google Earth website to locate these 
towns/cities (ask different pupils to model on the IWB). Ask which towns are in south/
north/west/east Wales? Where in Wales are the majority of mosques? Why? 

5. Complete the interactive quiz on the IWB to revise the lesson.

Extension or homework

1. Pupils could undertake further research before writing a diary of a day in the life of a 
Muslim child in Wales.

2. Pupils could undertake further research on the history of the Port of Cardiff or create an 
information leaflet on the computer.                                                  

3. Pupils could be asked to imagine that a curator from a museum has contacted them 
asking them to choose one object for an exhibition that best represents their life today. 
Which object would they choose? Why?

4. Pupils could locate the main Muslim countries of today on a map of the world, and use a 
spreadsheet computer programme to create a database of Muslim populations across the 
world.

5. They could research the history of the mosque and Muslim communities in the local 
area and upload photographs on the People’s Collection Wales website.

6. It should be emphasised here that Cardiff had the first mosque in the UK (an upper 
room that was used for this purpose). The first purpose-built mosque was at Woking in 
Surrey in 1889 and is still in use. An interesting fact to share with the pupils is that Queen 
Victoria’s Indian/Muslim servants from Windsor worshipped there.

7. Pupils could research the orientation of many Christian churches which face east with the 
altar at the eastern end, because of Jerusalem’s location. Comparisons could be drawn 
with Muslims praying in the direction of Mecca.
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