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Aims and Objectives 

1. To consider some of the main causes and outcomes of the First World War.
2.  To consider the implications of the Versailles Peace Conference on what happened 

afterwards in Europe and the connection between this and the start of the Second World 
War.

3. To realise that historical decisions can have far-reaching effects for years to come.
4.  To consider the Welsh connections of David Lloyd George, and his role as British Prime 

Minister at the time of the Peace Treaty of Versailles discussions.
5. To consider the role of peace agreements today.

Resources

•  Interactive white board (IWB)
•  Classroom computers/computer room
•  Picture and descriptions of the draft peace 

treaty
•  Photographs of leaders signing peace treaties 

or shaking hands to be displayed on the IWB
•  Map of the Allied countries and the Central 

Powers at the time of the First World War to 
be displayed on the IWB

•  Photograph of David Lloyd George to be 
displayed on the IWB

•  Interactive Quiz

Worksheets:
•	 source analysis
•	 biography of David Lloyd George
•	 class peace agreement

 

Teaching and learning activities

Introduction

1.  Show a photograph of the object - a Draft Peace Treaty – on the IWB. Encourage the pupils 
to respond to it – what is it, in their opinion? What is the meaning of the words on the front? 
Explain	briefly	that	it	is	a	draft	copy	of	a	treaty	drawn	up	to	try	to	secure	peace	between	
certain countries to end the First World War.

2.  Discuss the concept of peace treaties with the pupils. Why are they drawn up? What is their 
purpose? Can they think of recent examples where peace treaties were drawn up to try and 
ensure peace between countries/political factions? (Good Friday Agreement in Northern 
Ireland, Middle East Peace Treaties, for example. Photographs of leaders signing peace 
treaties or shaking hands could be shown having done this on the IWB).
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3. Discuss with the pupils the symbolism and practicality of a piece of paper in the context of 
efforts to ensure peace between nations. Is it possible for just a piece of paper to achieve 
such a thing? Refer to Neville Chamberlain’s famous quote - ‘I have in my hand a piece of 
paper signed by Mr Hitler’ - at the time of the Munich Peace Treaty in 1938, a treaty which 
eventually proved ‘not to be worth the paper it was written on’. What else, in the pupils’ 
opinions, is required to ensure peace, in addition to a written agreement on paper?

4. Encourage pupils to consider how relevant a peace agreement would be to solve a dispute 
in their lives today (with friends at playtime, or with a brother/sister at home, for example). 
Do they think that this would be an effective way of dealing with a dispute? Why?

5. 	Explain	very	briefly	some	of	the	background	to	the	First	World	War.	Note	that	it	began	in	July	
1914	and	officially	ended	on	November	11,	1918.	Emphasise	that	the	First	World	War,	or	the	
Great War as it is also called, was one of the most important wars in the history of the world. 
By the end of the First World War, over 16 million people had been killed and over 21 million 
injured.

6.  Explain there are many complex factors responsible for the First World War, and that 
historians were still, to this day, discussing the real causes. The war involved most of the 
world’s major powers at the time, and was mostly concentrated between two factions – the 
Allies – principally countries such as Britain, France, America and Russia – and the Central 
Powers – countries that were a part of the German Empire, Austria-Hungary and Ottoman. 
(It would be an idea to display a map on the IWB so the pupils can locate some of the 
countries who fought against each other in the First World War).

7. Explain	that	the	First	World	War	ended	officially	at	11am	on	November	11,	1918	as	Germany	
signed	an	armistice	with	the	Allies	-	four	and	a	half	years	after	the	fighting	began.	The	final	
Peace	Treaty	of	Versailles	was	drawn	up	a	few	months	later,	in	June	1919.

One

1. Show a photograph of David Lloyd George on the IWB, and ask the class whether anyone 
knows	who	the	man	in	the	picture	is.	Explain	that	he	is	a	very	important	figure	in	the	history	
of Wales, Britain and the world and that you are going to learn today about his vitally 
important connection with the First World War because he was the Prime Minister of Britain 
during the years 1914 to 1918. Explain that this object belonged to David Lloyd George, and 
that it was a crucial part of the effort to secure peace that took place after the First World 
War ended.

2. Read through the object description of the draft Peace Treaty on the IWB with the class.
3. Split the class into groups of three or four and ask them to complete the source analysis 

worksheet after reading the information about the object - groups could work on individual 
computers in the ICT room or the classroom.

4. After completing the activity, encourage the pupils to appoint one member from each 
group to share the information they have discovered about the draft Peace Treaty with the 
remainder	of	the	class.	Discuss	as	a	class	the	significance	of	the	object	in	the	context	of	the	
history of Wales, Britain and the world.
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Two

1. Read through the David Lloyd George biography worksheet on the IWB with the class.
2. Split the pupils into groups of three or four, and ask them to complete the ‘True or False?’ 

activity based on the life story of David Lloyd George.
3.  Discuss the answers of every group, then ask the pupils what were the most interesting facts 

they learnt about David Lloyd George. 
4. Discuss the fact that Lloyd George is considered to be one of the greatest politicians of 

the twentieth century. Ask the pupils what, in their opinion, made him such an interesting 
character,	and	such	an	important	figure	in	the	history	of	Wales,	Britain	and	the	world?

Three

1. Emphasise the fact that Germany had no right to be part of the discussions at the Paris 
Peace Conference, and that they did not get much input in the process of formulating the 
Peace	Treaty	of	Versailles.	They	heard	the	conditions	of	the	treaty	for	the	first	time	on	May	
7th 1919 (namely the conditions seen in the draft version in the Lloyd George Museum) and 
had only a short time to study them. They opposed several of the conditions of the treaty, but 
although a few compromises were made, most of the conditions remained the same. The 
German representatives were given a choice at Versailles – to sign the treaty, or suffer an 
attack	on	their	country	by	the	Allies.	In	reality,	they	had	no	choice	but	to	sign,	and	the	final	
treaty was signed reluctantly by German representatives in the Hall of Mirrors at the massive 
Palace	of	Versailles	near	Paris	on	June	28,	1919.

2. Explain that the Allied countries – and especially the ‘Big Three’, namely Britain, America 
and France – wanted to see Germany being punished for causing the First World War. Note 
that	there	were	a	total	of	440	clauses	in	the	final	contract	and	414	clauses	concentrated	on	
punishing Germany. Germany was, obviously, very unhappy with these.

3. Discuss the fact that the leaders of the ‘Big Three’ had very different expectations and 
aspirations in drawing up the Peace Treaty of Versailles, and explain there was such a 
difference between the objectives of the countries that it was impossible to create a treaty 
that	pleased	everyone	(France	firmly	wanted	revenge	-	in	short,	Germany	had	to	pay,	and	
pay heavily for what it had done; America wanted to punish Germany - not for revenge, 
but so that Europe could recover and to ensure world peace in the future; and Britain was 
somewhere between the two in terms of its viewpoint). Mention the fact that historians refer 
to the Peace Treaty of Versailles as the ‘reluctant compromise’, conveying the fact that none 
of	the	three	leaders	was	completely	happy	with	the	final	treaty	in	actual	fact,	and	that	it	did	
not fully please any of them.
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4. Discuss with the class, and lead the pupils to realise that no agreement which excludes 
one of the main parties has a hope of succeeding in reality. Explain that the Peace Treaty 
of Versailles is a perfect example of how the total exclusion of one of the main parties 
eventually led to the failure of that treaty. Encourage them to consider the fact that any effort 
to ensure peace in our days requires careful consideration of the opinions of all factions, and 
that an element of compromise is necessary on all sides. Ask them to think of examples of 
this in their everyday lives (in the yard at playtime/in the classroom/with their parents/school-
home contract, etc).

5. Consider as a class the factors which make for a successful peace agreement. The pupils’ 
ideas can be listed as bullet points on the whiteboard to create a ‘Criteria for the Success of 
a Peace Agreement’. 

6. Split the pupils into groups of three or four, and ask them to draw up a ‘Class Peace 
Agreement’ (containing about 10 clauses), considering the criteria for success listed by the 
class on the whiteboard. What are the essential considerations when drawing up the peace 
agreement? Which clauses would they be eager to include? The pupils should work on the 
class peace agreement worksheet, or some groups could work on computers to draw up 
their peace agreement.  

7. Discuss the various groups’ peace agreements as a whole class, and consider whether they 
meet the criteria for success.

Plenary

1. Discuss	briefly	what	happened	in	Germany	as	a	result	of	the	Peace	Treaty	of	Versailles:-	
the Germans came to feel bitter because they were being blamed for causing the First 
World War and they hated the ‘Guilt Clauses’ in the Peace Treaty of Versailles; there was 
a major economic recession in the country during the 1920s and the beginning of the 
1930s (partly because Germany had to pay reparations – a condition in the Peace Treaty) 
and	living	conditions	became	very	difficult;	the	nationalistic	feelings	of	the	Germans	
increased, and ultimately this led to the growth of nationalism and the fascist government 
of Adolf Hitler.

2. Note that David Lloyd George had one major concern when the treaty was drawn up - 
that it would lead to another war in less than 25 years. Was Lloyd George correct in his 
prophecy? Discuss the direct link between the failure of the Peace Treaty of Versailles 
and the Second World War. 

3. Encourage pupils to consider if the Peace Treaty of Versailles meets the ‘Criteria for the 
Success of a Peace Agreement’? Why?

4. Complete the interactive quiz on the IWB to revise the work of the lesson.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/primaryhistory
http://www.bbc.co.uk/terms/
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/bhw_class_peace_agreement_worksheet.pdf


British History
Lesson Plan: Draft Peace Treaty

Primary History:  bbc.co.uk/primaryhistory © BBC 2011

Extension or homework

1. Some pupils could research the different expectations and aspirations the leaders of 
France, Britain and America (Clemenceau, Lloyd George and Wilson) had during the 
time	the	treaty	was	drawn	up	in	order	to	find	out	what	were	the	main	differences	between	
them. They could also research some of the conditions given to Germany in the treaty 
and list them.

2. They could create a newspaper article that appeared in the press the morning after the 
Peace Treaty of Versailles was signed (they could choose to write the article from the 
viewpoint of Britain, America, France or Germany).

3. They could create an information poster on the computer regarding Remembrance 
Sunday	events	in	their	area,	concentrating	on	the	significance	of	the	date	November	11	in	
the history of the First World War.

4. They could carry out research into Lloyd George’s childhood, and his schooldays in the 
Victorian Age.

5. They could carry out research into life in the quarrying villages of Caernarfonshire at the 
beginning of the twentieth century – an area represented by Lloyd George as Member of 
Parliament for 55 years.                                                             

6. The pupils could research the stories of some of the soldiers from Wales who fought in 
the First World War (an obvious example would be Elis Humphrey Evans, or Hedd Wyn).
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