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British History
Lesson plan: Jacobites

Aims and Objectives 

1. To think how we learn about the past
2. To consider what types of historical sources are available
3. To develop an understanding of the lifestyles in 18th century Scotland
4. To develop a greater understanding of the Jacobite cause.

Resources

•  Silver canteen on A History of the World website 
•  Source analysis worksheet
•  Bonnie Prince Charlie’s Silver Canteen worksheet
•  British History website

Teaching and learning activities

Introduction

1. Share the learning intentions with the pupils.
2.  In pairs or trios ask the children to list ways that we can find out about life and events in the 

past.
3.  Discuss the idea of ‘evidence’ with the children and ask them, in the same pairs/trios to list 

possible sources of evidence in their community.
4.  Show the children on the interactive whiteboard pictures, and/or distribute individual photos of 

the silver canteen and its contents.
5.  Explain that they are going to play ‘detectives’ and find evidence.
6.  Encourage them in pairs/trios to look at the picture and try to work out, what the object  might 

be, where it was made, of what it is made, how old it might be, to what kind of person it might 
have belonged, for what it might have been used, what might the decoration tell us?…etc.

7.  Explain that they should have reasons to support their ideas.
8.  Groups should take notes on the Source Analysis worksheet and report back to the class on 

their thoughts.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/terms/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/primaryhistory
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/objects/CLlQvmc_SMiebuWJx9WjaQ
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/source_analysis.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/bhs_bpc_canteen_worksheet.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/british_history/jacobites/
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One

1.  Show the first page of Prince Charlie’s Silver Canteen on whiteboard. Read to the class the 
text. Explain that they now have more information about the object. 

2.  In their pairs / trios they should now compare this new information with their original ideas. 
How close were they? Using this new information could they find out more about the object 
and, how would they do this?

3.  Impress upon pupils that this is how we learn about the past.
4.  Give pupils a copy of the text and ask them to highlight anything they might be able to 

investigate further. They should then research this and write a report.
5.  Get pupils to fill out the Bonnie Prince Charlie’s Silver Canteen worksheet.

Two

1.  Show the pupils the ‘Who owned the canteen’ section of the British History website
2.  Having established that the silver canteen was given to Charles Edward Stuart, we think for 

his 21st birthday, the teacher should discuss with the pupils why he was living in Italy at that 
time.

3.  Tell the pupils that in order to find this out they will have to study the Royal Family tree of 
that time, starting with James the VI and I (1625). Give them a copy of the Royal Family tree.  
Discuss how to read a family tree and how they can access information from it.

4.  In groups of 5-6 they should try and work out how William and Mary each had a claim to the 
throne? What relation were they to Charles I? Who do the pupils think had the most right to 
the throne

4.  Each group should make a case for who they think had the most right to the throne and report 
back to class.

Three

1.  Show the class the detailed pictures of silver canteen from the British History website. 
2.  Ask the class to describe the patterns they see on the canteen. Explain if necessary that the 

symbols they see are thistles and the three feathers of the fleur-de-lis. Explain that these 
images were secret symbols that Jacobites used to show their allegiance to the Jacobite 
cause.

3.  Ask the class why anyone would need to use secret symbols to communicate with other 
people.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/terms/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/primaryhistory
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/british_history/jacobites/
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/bhs_bpc_canteen_worksheet.pdf
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4.  Split the class into groups and ask them to research other secret Jacobite symbols. Each 
group should compile a list with drawing and illustrations and pictures of the symbols they 
have discovered and what each symbol was meant to represent.

5.  Ask each group to design their own piece of art and include secret Jacobite symbols within it 
– the more cleverly hidden the better. Get the groups to swap their artwork with other groups. 
The groups should try and identify as many Jacobite symbols as they can within 30 seconds.

Four

1.  Show the pupils the ‘Back to Scotland’ section from the British History website. 
2.  The teacher should tell the pupils that in 1744 Charles Edward Stuart, at the age of 24 left 

Rome (with his silver canteen in his luggage) and travelled to Paris to raise French support to 
start a successful rising in Scotland to regain the throne for the Stuarts.

3.  The teacher gives a brief resume of the journey from France to the west coast of Scotland 
where Charles raised the royal standard of the Stuarts.

4.  Get the pupils to fill out the Allied or Central? worksheet to find out about the Allied and 
Central power blocks.

5.  They will add to this map as they discover more information.
6.  A large map could also be put on the wall.

Five

1.  Show the pupils the Rash Adventure section from the British History website.
2.  The teacher tells the pupils about Charles gathering support from the Scottish clans to help 

him secure his father’s kingdoms and the following march to Edinburgh. Discuss with the 
pupils what they have discovered about Charles and his lifestyle from the silver canteen and 
other research. Ask the pupils if they think the Scottish clansmen might have the same kind of 
lifestyle.

3.  The pupils research the life of a clansman at that time.
4.  Discussion would then take place, with comparisons drawn between the two lifestyles, and 

suggestions as to the various types of evidence that had been used. 
5.  The children then in pairs, should list the specific types of evidence that were used to inform 

us of the lifestyle of the Charles and the clansman.
6.  They could then in the same pairs, choose either Charles or the clansman and write an 

account of a typical day in their life on their march to Edinburgh.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/terms/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/primaryhistory
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Six

1.  Watch the video about the invasion of England and, the journey to Derby and back to 
Culloden. 

2.  Pupils should plot the journey on a map.
3.  The teacher should discuss the Battle of Culloden and show the pupils evidence of what 

happened on the battlefield. 
4.  The pupils should then, using information from the sources in the unit and their knowledge 

and understanding of events relating to the battle of Culloden, write a newspaper report. They 
should write the report as either a government supporter or a Jacobite supporter.

5.  They should include
• a suitable headline
• appropriate information to cover events before, during and after the battle
• facts and opinions.

Seven

1.  Split the class into two groups. 
2.  Show one group the Claymore sword object on the A History of the World site. Explain that 

this was typical of the weaponry used by the Jacobite army. 
3.  Show the other group the Brown Bess musket object from A History of the World. Explain that 

this type of musket was standard issue for the Hanoverian army at this time. 
4.  Ask both groups to research these objects and write a report about their strengths and 

weaknesses of their weapons and the strategies of how best to use them in battle.
5.  Ask each group to add details about how soldiers in each army dressed.
6.  Ask the groups to write an imagined account of what it must have been like to be a soldier in 

the Jacobite/Hanoverian army and to use these weapons in battle. This can be illustrated with 
drawings and pictures of Jacobite and Hanoverian soldiers.

Eight

1.  Show the pupils the ‘Separation’ section from the British History website, explaining that 
the silver canteen was packed with Charles’ other luggage before the battle. When he was 
escorted off the field, he had to leave his baggage behind. The canteen was captured. 
Charles and his silver canteen were separated. 

2.  Ask the pupils to discuss in trios what they think might have happened to the canteen and 
also Prince Charles

3.  Have pupils research what happened to either Charles or the canteen.
4.  They will then write a report and present their findings to the class. This could take the form of 

presentation software and an illustrated word-processing document, where they would insert 
photographs, downloaded from their research on the Internet.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/terms/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/primaryhistory
http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/history/union_and_jacobites/jacobites_invade_england/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/objects/XKFr9jmYSpORB2YDhk7yCw
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/objects/x9R2EeOQRUq7X3zqgANqqQ
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/british_history/jacobites/
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2.  Ask the pupils to discuss in trios what they think might have happened to the canteen and 
also Prince Charles

3.  Have pupils research what happened to either Charles or the canteen.
4.  They will then write a report and present their findings to the class. This could take the form of 

presentation software and an illustrated word-processing document, where they would insert 
photographs, downloaded from their research on the Internet.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/terms/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/primaryhistory

