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British History
Lesson plan: Marianne Grant’s Trunk

Aims and Objectives 

1. To think about how we learn about history
2. To consider what types of historical sources are available
3. To develop an understanding of racism.
4. To become more aware of the holocaust and its effects on people

Resources

•  Objects that tell stories worksheet 
•  Marianne Grant worksheet

Teaching and learning activities

Introduction

1.  Share the learning intentions with the pupils.
2.  In pairs or trios ask the children to list ways that we can find out about life and events in the 

past.
3.  Discuss the idea of ‘evidence’ with the children and ask them, in the same pairs/trios to list 

possible sources of evidence in their community. 
4.  Show the children Marianne Grant’s travel case and discuss it with the pupils. Encourage the 

pupils to work out how old it might be and compare it to travel cases today and what it might 
be used for.

5.   Explain to the class that the case belonged to Marianne Grant when she emigrated from 
Sweden to Glasgow in 1951 and that it contained drawings and paintings of what she had 
lived through during the Second World War. 

One

1.  On an interactive whiteboard show the pupils Marianne Grant’s trunk on the A History of the 
World site.

2.  Tell the class that Marianne was an artist who was born in Prague in 1921. She was Jewish. 
When she was 17years old the German army invaded Czechoslovakia and life for Marianne 
and her family was about to change.

3.  Ask pupils to research the main events that happened in Germany from the 1920s until the 
invasion of Poland in September 1939. The children should record what they have found on a 
timeline. The pupils should be in trios/small groups for this activity.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/terms/
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/bhs_grant_stories_worksheet.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/bhs_grant_trunk_worksheet.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/objects/xaXeKwwsQNCKYuAEPcOfDg
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/bhs_grant_trunk_worksheet.pdf
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Two

1.  Ask the class why they think Marianne kept the paintings and her trunk.
2.  Show the class some of the other A History of the World objects from World War Two that 

people have saved such as the Polish cooking pot or soldier’s pay book.
3.  Discuss with the class why simple objects can tell powerful stories.
4.  Ask the class to write a small project on what object they’d take with them if they were in a 

similar situation. The project can be illustrated with photos or drawings. The project should 
detail what the object is, why it was chosen and what story it could tell about them and what 
they’re life was like. Use the Objects that tell stories worksheet for this task.

Three

1.  On an interactive whiteboard show the pupils the yellow Jewish star and the Nazi World War 
Two prints on the A History of the World site.

2.  The teacher discusses the Nazi idea that Aryan people were the ‘master race’ and that people 
who were non-Aryan were inferior. The teacher tells the pupils that non- Aryans included 
Gypsies, communists, homosexuals, Jehovah’s Witnesses and Jews. In the discussion the 
teacher should explain that this is racist thinking and compare it with some contemporary 
examples.

3.  In their groups the pupils research some of the things that happened to Jewish people in 
Germany during the 1930s. They should write a few paragraphs about what they have found.

4.  The pupils should write a few paragraphs about how the Nazis saw themselves and the 
German people. How far does this help explain how they treated others such as the Jews, 
communists and homosexuals?

Four

1.  Discuss how Germany invaded other European countries. The pupils mark these movements 
on a map to show where and when theses countries were situated.

2.  Discuss with pupils how the Jews in these occupied countries were treated in similar ways to 
those in Germany. Reference should be made to Anne Frank’s Diary.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/terms/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/objects/SovhrfxOTd2Ted9iZS4BwQ
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/objects/PKMh5txUQeKwmWDR_kc50g
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/bhs_grant_stories_worksheet.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/objects/3FiX_CA2QZWSrjaj8SRbaQ
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/objects/-C2SHsg-THWC4l53oBE0sw
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Five

1.  Show the class the Blue Peter video about Anne Frank from the BBC Archive site. If possible 
read some extracts of Anne Frank’s diary.

2.  Lead a discussion about what life would have been like for Anne to be Jewish and hiding from 
the Nazis in cramped conditions.

Six

1.  On an interactive whiteboard show the bolt mechanism object from Bergen-Belsen from the A 
History of the World.

2.  Tell the pupils about the ‘Final Solution’ which was developed in 1942 and how this led to the 
building of concentration camps and the transportation to them. The pupils research where 
these camps were built and mark them on their maps.

3.  Discussion would then take place about how we know what life was like for Jewish people 
in these camps suggesting the various types of evidence that has been used. The pupils, in 
small groups, should list the specific types of evidence that are used to inform us about these 
camps.

4.  Refer back to the Marianne Grant’s trunk page. Ask the class how Marianne’s account fits in 
with what they have learned so far.

5.  Using evidence that is suitable for this age group the pupils, in small groups, could write 
a short account of what life was like for Jewish people from the time that they were taken 
prisoner to life in the camp. This could be in the form of a diary or an account.

6.  Pupils, in small groups, could give an account of a typical day in the life of a concentration 
camp prisoner. Reference could be made to the novel ‘The Boy in The Striped Pyjamas’ by 
John Boyne.

Seven

1.  Tell the pupils that about 11million people were killed in the Holocaust, including 6 million 
Jews.

2.  Explain that many the Jewish people that survived moved to the Israel which was specially 
created for Jewish people in 1948.

3.  In small groups, research the life of Marianne Grant and write an account.
4.  Fill in the Marianne Grant worksheet.

Eight

Discuss the importance of preserving historical artefacts in order that we can continue to find 
out more about our past. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/terms/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/archive/holocaust/5095.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/objects/Sdja2iChQHuuWAPLe5pWqA
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/objects/xaXeKwwsQNCKYuAEPcOfDg
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/bhs_grant_trunk_worksheet.pdf
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