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British History
Lesson plan: Wedgewood plate  

Aims and Objectives 

1. To understand how the invention of an individual object changed the industrial world.
2. To understand the causes of the industrial revolution.
3.  To develop an understanding of the qualities needed to be a dynamic entrepreneur and 

how personal qualities change little over time. 
  

Resources

•  Source analysis worksheet
•  Inventor’s CV cards
•  ‘Invest Quest’ activity worksheet

•  Industrial revolution diagram
• Paper plates 
• Pens and/or paints 
 

Teaching and learning activities

Introduction

Teacher to place a selection of things such as saucepans, bone china cups, mixing bowls, 
coins, iron, water, piece of copper pipe and piece of coal on display and then discuss with the 
class how they are used and why they are essential to everyday living. 
 

One

Put the images of the Wedgwood plate on the IWB. Hand out source analysis worksheet for 
pupils to complete individually.  Discuss what they can learn about why the object was made 
and the society who made the object. Then as a class read the Wedgwood article (http://
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/british_history/wedgwood_plate/) on the British History 
website. As a class discuss how much more information they had learned about the plate since 
their initial analysis. Discuss what information historians need to find out about the society that 
has produced an object. Explain that for the rest of the lesson pupils will look at the history of 
the society that produced such a beautiful object.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/terms/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/primaryhistory
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/british_history/wedgwood_plate/
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/bhe_inventor_cv_cards.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/bhe_invest_quest_worksheet.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/bhe_industrial_revolution_diagram.pdf
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Teaching and learning activities

Two

Write the words: conscientious, innovative, articulate and determined on the IWB. Then discuss 
as a class what the words mean and how these qualities helped make Wedgwood a successful 
businessman. As a class compile a list of the qualities a person needs to succeed in business 
and record them on the IWB/whiteboard.   

Three

Split the class into 6 groups. Hand out one of the Inventor’s CV cards to each group (Thomas 
Newcomen, Matthew Boulton, James Brindley, Richard Arkwright, Isambard Kingdom Brunel 
and Robert Ransome). Hand each group the Invest Quest activity worksheet.  Tell the class 
they are going to write a business pitch to gain money for the people named to develop and 
manufacture their inventions. Pupils will have to say why the inventions are essential to the 
future development of the country and why these men are good businessmen.

It would be very good if you could persuade a school governor, local councillor, local museum 
curator and/or parent to play the role of the business investors.  They could listen to all the 
presentations and then discuss as a group how much money they would give to each group 
and/or decide to give each group all the money asked for but then prioritise which inventor gets 
the money first. 

Once each group has given their pitch (while waiting for the investor’s feedback) the class 
should discuss who they think should have the money first.

Four

Split the class into groups of 3-4 pupils and they should discuss who they think was the most 
the most influential businessman of the industrial revolution using the knowledge they have 
gained from the previous presentations. Write the names of the business men on the board 
and ask the class to vote for the businessman to whom they would award the title: “The 
Businessman who most changed the World”. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/terms/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/primaryhistory
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Teaching and learning activities

Five

Hand out paper plates. Ask pupils to create a Wedgwood plate with a design on to represent the 
achievements of the person they think began the greatest changes to world society.  They can 
use the pictures of the objects associated with each person and the copies of the CVs in order 
to complete their designs but unlike the Wedgwood design which only showed British images 
they need to indicate that these men initiated worldwide change. 
 
If part of the world-class programme you could do this with your partner school or if not you 
could join. http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldclass/ and then you could swap images to see what 
impact these developments had in other parts of the world.  For example it would be great to 
swap images of a British and Indian Ransom plough. 

Six

Split the class into pairs and ask them to think of one object that they have in their home, and/or 
local community that is connected to these industrial developments that they world upload the A 
History of the World website. Feedback their ideas to the rest of the class and then discuss as a 
class three objects that they could take a picture of and upload to the site.  For example, a local 
steam railway engine, famous factory, or a piece of Ransome farm or garden machinery, factory 
workers house’s or a piece of Wedgwood pottery.  Finally select a few pupils to take the pictures 
and upload the object to http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/. 

If part of the world-class programme you could do this with your partner school or if not you 
could join http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldclass/.  It would enable both schools to discover a little 
about the history of the local communities they are linked to. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/terms/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/primaryhistory
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldclass/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldclass/
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Plenary

Hand out copies of the industrial revolution diagram and ask pupils to add examples from the 
lesson to each bubble. Discuss how all the points linked together to cause change in Britain 
and how this changed the world.  In pairs discuss which reason they think was the most 
important reason for change.  As a class think about how the desire for improved production 
of everyday objects such as plates, saucepans and clothes led to a change in world society 
by referring back to the objects the class looked at to start the lesson. 

Extension or homework

1.  Give a presentation to the class on one of the other objects used on the CVs. 
2.  Complete research on a project on the development of china, transport, farming during the 

18th and 19th Century that is linked to the local history of the area in which the school is 
situated. 

3.  Ask each pupil to bring in a household object or find one on the A History of the World 
website that they think has changed the way of life in their home.

4.  Run a school competition to find the best idea for a new invention to be used in the home/
workplace that could be sold worldwide. 

5.  Organise a visit to a local canal, steam train, factory, industrial housing, local museum 
and/or farm museum and take pictures of objects to upload to the site (with the permission 
of the owners). 

6.  Look at the objects used in the lesson or others from this topic on the A History of the 
World website and find the museum that is nearest the school and organise a visit.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/terms/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/primaryhistory

