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British History
Lesson plan: Worldwide communication 

Aims and Objectives 

1. To understand how the objects reveal the development of worldwide communication. 
2. To understand how industrial inventions aided the development of communication.
3.  To understand how industrial and scientific inventions can change the leisure activities of 

society as well as business.  

Resources

•  Cereal boxes cut out to be letter boxes x 4
•  Postal activity cards
•  Morse code worksheet

•  Harrison clock worksheet
•  Communication and sport diagrams
•  ‘Listen with mother’ worksheet 

Teaching and learning activities

Introduction

1.  Write the question on the IWB.  How do we find out about personal and family events, news 
from around the world including political, entertainment and sports stories? 

2.  Then write the word television underneath as one example. Ask pupils to come up to the 
board and write other examples in answer to the question. 

3.  Once they have made the list ask the class to pick those that would have been available in 
1800. The aim is to pick the letter.

 

One

1.  Place four letter boxes (cereal boxes with holes cut in) around the class. Split the class into 
four groups. Hand out the Postal activity cards.  

2.  Explain to each group that when you tell them to start that they have to turn over the first 
card, read it and discuss whether or not it is about the objects or a development that happens 
between the two objects or a consequence of both objects. They then have to decide which 
‘post-box’ they will post their card into. Once each group has posted their cards hand each 
group one box to empty.  They have to empty the box and use the information to write a 
‘news letter’ (which marked the beginning of the newspaper in England) – a letter written to 
an unknown person to inform people generally about changes in the country. 

3.  Feedback their research to the class as a whole and discuss how letters travelled around the 
world. Their conclusions should include that letters were sent by boat, train and coach. 

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/bhe_postal_activity_cards.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/bhe_morse_code_worksheet.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/bhe_harrison_clock_worksheet.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/bhe_communication_sport_diagrams.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/bhe_listen_with_mother_worksheet.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/bhe_postal_activity_cards.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/terms/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/primaryhistory
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Teaching and learning activities

Two

Hand out the Harrison clock worksheet.  Split the class into groups to discuss the information 
and then ask them to write a brief radio script to explain why Harrison’s clock designs were so 
important to the development of worldwide communication.  They should then present their key 
points in between chimes from a clock like Big Ben for the Six or 10 O’clock News. 

Three

Read the article on the website as a class and complete the quiz.   Then split the class into five 
groups and give each one of the points below to discuss. 

1.  Why is this cable so important in the development of worldwide communication? 
2. Why is Morse code so important in the development of worldwide communication? 
3.  Why was the company Webster and Horsfall so important in the development of worldwide 

communication? 
4. Why were Brunel’s inventions essential to the success of the transatlantic cable?
5. Why were Harrison’s inventions essential to the success of the transatlantic cable?

If part of the world-class programme you could do this with your partner school or if not you 
could join. http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldclass/ 

Four

Split the class into groups of 3-4 pupils. Hand out the Morse code worksheet. Ask pupils to write 
a message about the importance of clear communication which they will have to pass onto 
another group.  Explain that people paid for the telegram by the word so they had to send very 
succinct messages. When the messages are written pass them around the class for another 
group to decode. Then ask each group to read out the message that they have received. 
Discuss the importance of clear communication when writing and the importance of getting 
straight to the point when sending short messages such as e-mails and texts without being 
rude.  Link this to the importance of asking clear questions especially when you have a limited 
amount of time. 

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/bhe_harrison_clock_worksheet.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldclass/
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/bhe_morse_code_worksheet.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/terms/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/primaryhistory
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Teaching and learning activities

Five

Put the image of The Marconi broadcasting hut on the IWB and give a brief history of the 
development of radio including how radio was first used in the First World War by the RAF, that 
the communication system was developed by an American company called Marconi and the 
first radio broadcasts began in 1922 and ultimately how this led to the formation of the BBC. For 
more information go to http://www.bbc.co.uk/historyofthebbc/resources/factsheets/1920s.pdf

Split the class into groups of 3-4 pupils. Give the class a copy of the Key dates in the history 
of the formation of the BBC from the fact files. Explain that by the 1950s the majority of the 
population had a radio and most people listened.  Introduce the idea that the most popular 
Children’s programme in the 1950s was called ‘Listen with Mother’ and this promoted the 
development of children’s programmes on the radio and later on television throughout 
the world.  For background information look at 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/history/britainsincethe1930s_clip23.shtml

Hand out the ‘Listen with Mother’ worksheet which explains that pupils have to produce a listen 
with mother fairy story or nursery rhyme about what radio is and what they can listen to on the 
radio.

Six

Split the class into 5 groups. Hand out communication and sport diagrams.  Ask each group to 
use the information to explain how their object had aided the development of international sports 
events.  They have to feedback their ideas as a discussion interview scheduled on TV during 
the half time of a sports match.  They have to give precise answers to clear questions in order to 
inform people about the history of the development of sport in a 3 minute slot of airtime. 
Feedback and discuss their ideas as a class.  

Seven

Split the class into groups of 5. Design a TV advert to be shown across the world for the World 
Cups.  It needs to explain the methods of communication that people across the world can use 
to follow the sports events.  The sports events could include; the next Rugby World Cup 2011, 
Olympics 2012, Football 2010/20014, Cricket 2011, Commonwealth Games 2010/2014 Rugby 
League World Cup 2013.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/objects/VhdrjeBRT4ivCySIgJtc4w
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/history/britainsincethe1930s_clip23.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/historyofthebbc/resources/factsheets/1920s.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/bhe_listen_with_mother_worksheet.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worksheets/british_history/bhe_communication_sport_diagrams.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/terms/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/primaryhistory
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Plenary

Split into pairs and ask pupils to create a list of objects to do with worldwide communication 
and major sports events that they would upload to the AHOTW site. The class should 
feedback their ideas and agree 2 objects that they will upload. 

Extension or homework

1.  Search the A History of the World website for other objects to do with communication and/
or sport.

2.  Look at how your local area contributed to the development of communication by using 
the filter on the A History of the World website to find objects from your area.

3.  Work with your local sports club to find objects you can upload into the A History of the 
World website. 

4. Link to a research project to Captain Cook and his discoveries. 
5.  Complete research on satellite communication methods, the history of computers and/or 

television and radio.  
6.  Compile a class exhibition of objects that reveal the history of communication such as old 

computers, mobile phones and telephones, and upload them to the A History of the World 
website.

7.  Compile a class exhibition of objects that reveal the history of sport such as old match 
programmes, fixture lists, sports kit and trophies, A History of the World website.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/terms/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/primaryhistory

