
LESSON ii – KEY STAGE 2&3

bbc.co.uk/primaryhistory © BBC 2012 1Images supplied by The Royal Collection / © HM Queen Elizabeth II 2012www.royalcollection.org.uk 

The MONARCH’S  
changing ROLE
Aims & Objectives

  To develop an understanding of chronology.

  To understand the concept of ‘primogeniture’ (the system of 
inheritance/succession by the firstborn, usually the eldest son). 

  To develop an understanding of how the monarchy moved from an 
absolute ruler to a constitutional monarch.

  To understand what kind of gifts are given to monarchs – and why 
they are given.

Teaching & Learning Activities

 OPENiNG ACTiViTY

i  Write the words ‘Absolute’ and ‘Shared’ on the IWB
ii Ask the class to discuss the meanings of the words.
iii  Then read out the following words: divine, decrees, equality, supportive, 

controlling, listens, uncompromising, laws, partial, consensual, conditional, 
unlimited, unqualified, agreed, consideration.

iv  Tell the class that they have to decide if each word goes under the heading 
‘Absolute’ or ‘Shared’.

v  Split the class into pairs and ask them to describe an absolute monarch  
and a constitutional monarch using the lists they have created.

vi  Feedback and discuss the difference between an absolute monarchy  
and a parliamentary/constitutional monarchy.

 ACTiViTY i

i  Ask the class to stand in age order. Then take a crown and place it on the 
head of the eldest pupil.  Explain the concept of ‘primogeniture’ (the system 
of inheritance/succession by the firstborn, usually the eldest son).

ii  Ask the eldest pupil to sit at the front and put the image of the anointing 
spoon on the IWB and explain about the idea that a king or queen is 
anointed by God at their coronation. Explain that at the time the anointing 
spoon was made the Pope was head of the church in England.

iii  Discuss as a class how this meant a monarch should behave with regards  
to religion.

Resources
  The monarch’s 
changing role  
image list

  Gifts objects 
worksheet

  coloured paper 
  coloured pens
  modelling clay
  ICT suite
  BBC Famous  
People site 
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http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/artofmonarchy/ks2_3_monarchs_changing_role_images.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/artofmonarchy/ks2_3_gift_objects.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/
http://www.royalcollection.org.uk/
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iv  Give the pupil playing the king or queen a £1 
coin and ask them to find ‘FD’ on the coin. 
Explain that ‘FD’ stands for ‘Fidei Defensor’ 
(Latin for ‘Defender of the Faith’).

v  Show the class the image of the book King 
Henry VIII wrote to defend the church.

vi  Discuss as a class why it was important for 
monarchs to be religious.

 ACTiViTY ii

i  Look at these two images from the monarch’s 
changing role image list 
•  the portrait – ‘The Family of Henry VII with 

George and the Dragon (1503-9)’
 •  and the alterpiece painted by Hugo van  

der Goes – ‘The Trinity Altarpiece (showing 
James III of Scotland, Saint Andrew, Queen 
Margaret and St George – circa 1498)’

ii  Discuss as a class what kings and queens in  
the past might have prayed for in their private 
devotions (prayers). This is to be done within 
the context of discussion about the history  
of the British Monarchy. 

iii  Split the class into five groups and ask them  
to imagine that they are one of the following 
monarchs: Henry VIII, Queen Victoria, Mary 
Queen of Scots, Elizabeth I or Elizabeth II. They 
have to write a diary entry contemplating the 
difficulties and joys of being a monarch. They 
could use the information on the BBC Famous 
People site.

 ACTiViTY iii 
  This activity could be linked to existing knowledge of/

programmes of study on Henry VIII as well as pupils’ 
knowledge of current society as our present-day Queen 
plays an important role in the established churches  
of England and Scotland.

i  Look at the image of the terracotta bust of 
Henry VIII as a laughing child ‘Guido Mazzoni’s 
Laughing Child’.

ii  Discuss the fact the child eventually becomes 
head of the Church of England.

iii  Discuss as a class what qualities you would 
need if you were going to become head of a 
church – for example, tolerance and respect 
for all religions.

 ACTiViTY iV

i  Put the image of Charles I, ‘Van Dyck’s 
painting Charles I in Three Positions (1635)’  
on the IWB.

ii  Explain that Charles believed that he had  
a divine right to rule. 

iii  Discuss what they think ‘divine right’ means 
and create a class definition

iv  Ask the class to use this picture to create  
a bust of Charles I from modelling clay.  
They need to add a symbol – eg a cross,  
halo, tiny angels – to their model to show  
that he believed in the divine right of kings.

 ACTiViTY V

i  Put the image ‘William and Mary’s signatures’ 
on the IWB.

ii  Explain to the class that William and Mary 
were the first constitutional monarchs. 

iii  Discuss as a class the relationship between  
a constitutional monarch and parliament.

iv  Give each pupil some paper. Ask them to 
draw around their hands with the thumbs 
crossed or ask a partner to do so. One hand 
represents the monarch and the other hand 
represents parliament.

v  Using the words from the opening activity 
(divine, decrees, equality, supportive, controlling, 
listens, uncompromising, laws, partial, consensual, 
conditional, unlimited, unqualified, agreed, 
consideration), ask each pupil to write one 
word on the fingers of each hand to represent 
power of both parliament and the monarch – 
eg the monarch’s power could become agreed, 
partial, consensual and considered.

vi  Show the class the image of William and 
Mary’s caddinet which was used for dining.

vii  Discuss what they can learn from this object 
about the royal couple.
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/
http://www.royalcollection.org.uk/
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viii  Ask the class to cut out their hand drawings 
and use them as part of the ornamentation  
in a design for a caddinet. The design should 
represent the way in which the monarch leads 
and supports parliament and the people.

 ACTiViTY Vi

i  Put the image of the Act of Union documents 
on the IWB.

ii  Discuss which nations they refer to. 
iii  Discuss with the class which nations make  

up the UK today.
iv  Ask the pupils to go to the ICT suite to find 

out the answers to the questions below: 
a)  What is a Dominion and which countries 

are Dominions?
 b) What is a Commonwealth country?
 c)  Which countries are members of the 

Commonwealth?

 ACTiViTY Vii

i  The aim is to create a diagram that represents 
the Queen’s realm.

ii  Firstly, pupils should write a large UK in the 
middle of an A4 sheet. 

iii  Then pupils should draw a large D around the 
UK so that the UK is in the middle of the D. 

iv  Pupils should then draw a large C so that the 
D and UK are both inside it.

v  Inside the UK part, pupils should write the 
names of the four home nations that make up 
the United Kingdom.

vi  Inside the D area, pupils should write the 
names of all British Dominions.

vii  Inside the C area, pupils should write the 
names of countries that are part of the 
Commonwealth.

 ACTiViTY Viii

i  Split the class into groups and give each one  
a picture of an object that was given to a 
monarch as a gift. These can be taken from 
the Gift Objects worksheet. 

ii  Ask the groups to imagine that their object 
can speak and tell those watching it something 
about where it came from and how it felt 
being presented as a gift. They should then 
prepare a short role play about the object. 

iii  Get each group to present their role play to 
the class, and afterwards discuss why people 
present gifts to monarchs. 

 PLENArY

i Split the class into groups.
ii  Give each group pictures of all the objects 

from the Gift Objects worksheet.
iii  Each group should then arrange the objects  

in a timeline that shows the progression from 
absolute to constitutional monarchy.

iv  Feedback and discuss the turning points in  
the history of the monarchy’s control.

v  Discuss if the types of gifts have changed as 
the UK moves to a constitutional monarchy.

 ExTENSiON ACTiViTiES

i  Produce a presentation on the accession of 
William and Mary and the creation of the 
constitutional monarchy.

ii  Pupils could complete further research on 
gifts presented to British monarchs.

iii  Pupils could complete further research on the 
monarch’s relationship with one Dominion or 
Commonwealth country.
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http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/artofmonarchy/ks2_3_gift_objects.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/
http://www.royalcollection.org.uk/



