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The ROLE  
of a MONARCH
Aims & Objectives

 To understand the role of a monarch.

 To understand the qualities needed to be a successful monarch.

  To begin to understand how the role and necessary qualities  
of a monarch have changed.

Teaching & Learning Activities

 OPENING ACTIVITY

I  Place a sword, bible, helmet, money (coins), pen, phone and a toy  
car on a desk in front of the class.

II  Ask the class to decide how these objects represent the qualities  
of a good monarch. 

III Discuss the pupils’ ideas.
IV  Then split the class into groups and tell them they are going  

to make their own crowns. 
V  Give each pupil the Jewel Diagram worksheet and images  

of the objects from the Role of a Monarch image list and  
ask each pupil to stick the images onto the diagram and  
write the key words around them to illustrate the qualities 
needed to be a good leader. 

VI  The next step is to make a headband for their crown. Ask the 
class to measure their head circumference by holding a piece  
of string around their foreheads. This can be done in pairs  
to make it easier.

VII  Each pupil should then measure the length of the string 

band that is 5cm wide and the same length as the string. 
VIII  Once they have cut out the headband for the crown, ask 

each child to write a complex sentence about what makes  
a good monarch around the band.

IX  The pupils should then stick the ends of the headbands together.  

X  Finally, get each pupil to cut out their jewel diagram and stick it onto  
the headband to create their crown.

Resources
 Props
  Jewel Diagram 
worksheet

  The Role of a 
Monarch image list

  List of objects for  
a warrior king

  Imperial State  
Crown ‘mix and 
match’ worksheet

  BBC Famous  
People website
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http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/artofmonarchy/ks2_3_jewel_diagram.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/artofmonarchy/ks2_3_imperial_state_crown.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/artofmonarchy/ks2_3_jewel_diagram.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/artofmonarchy/ks2_3_role_of_a_monarch_images.pdf
http://www.royalcollection.org.uk/
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/artofmonarhy/ks2_3_role_of_a_monarch_images.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/artofmonarchy/ks2_3_warrior_king_images.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/
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 ACTIVITY I

I  Split the class into six groups. Give each group 
an object from the List of Objects for  
a Warrior King worksheet.

II  Ask each group to discuss what they can learn 
from their picture about being a good monarch.

III  Pupils should write a caption under their 
image to explain how it shows the warrior- 
like qualities needed by a monarch.

 ACTIVITY II
 (follows on from Activity I)

I  Ask one person from each group to stand at 
the front of the class with an image of their 
group’s object.

II  Each person has to describe their group’s 
object and read out their caption. 

III  Ask the rest of the class to suggest the  
order that people need to stand in to  
ensure that the objects are presented  
in chronological order.

IV  Get the people holding the images to  
 

that the people at the front are standing  
in chronological order.

V  Then ask pupils to look at the order and 
discuss if the ‘warrior’ qualities needed by  
a monarch have changed throughout the  
last three centuries.

 ACTIVITY III
 (follows on from Activity II)

I  Write down the chronological order  
of the objects.

II  Tell pupils that this would be the order  
in which these objects were displayed  
in an exhibition about ‘What Makes a  
Good Monarch’.

III  Split the class into groups. Ask each group  
to produce a TV advert to persuade people  
to go and look at the objects. The advert 
should explain why being a warrior was 
important but also how the concept of  
a ‘warrior’ monarch has changed over  
the last three centuries.

IV The class should present their adverts. 
V The class can then vote for the best advert.

 ACTIVITY IV

I  Hand out coins to each child so they can  
look at the Queen’s head, and then place the 
images of King Edward III’s sword and Prince 
Henry’s coat of armour from the BBC Famous 
People site on the IWB. These could be 
complemented with local examples of 
Scottish/Irish/Welsh Kings.

II  Split the class into pairs and ask pupils to 
discuss how the coin, sword and armour 
linked together are important in order  
to give a monarch power.

III Feedback their ideas and discuss as a class.
IV  You could explain how the sword is used to 

knight loyal subjects but could also be used 
when defeating opposition but also as part  
of a competition used to display skill; and  
a monarch needs money to pay for defence 
and to gain support from people.

 ACTIVITY V

I  Hand out the Imperial State Crown 
worksheet and ask pupils to draw a line from 
each box to the jewel on the crown which 
matches the description.

II  Discuss as a class why it is important for a 
monarch’s crown to show links to the past 
and display their jewels. This could also be 
linked to a discussion on the Imperial State 
Crown representing England, Northern 
Ireland, Scotland and Wales.

III  Discuss with pupils what they would wear if 
they wanted to show they were wealthy and 

 
to their family’s background and history.
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http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/artofmonarchy/ks2_3_warrior_king_images.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/artofmonarchy/ks2_3_warrior_king_images.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople
http://www.royalcollection.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/artofmonarchy/ks2_3_imperial_state_crown.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/artofmonarchy/ks2_3_imperial_state_crown.pdf
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 ACTIVITY VI

I  Split the class into groups and give each  
group an image from the Role of a Monarch 
image list

II  Pupils should write a simile and metaphor 
about how the owner of the object would 
have appeared when holding it or standing 
next to it.

III  Then each group should create a tableau 
(scene) imagining how the monarch it 
belonged to would stand when holding  
or standing next to the object. The way in 
which people stand and look should attempt 
to convey the meanings of the metaphors  
and similes that they have written. (Pupils 
should wear the crowns they made in the 
opening activity.)

IV  Ask the class to take it in turns depicting  
their tableaux.

V  Discuss as a class how creating these images 
helped a monarch to retain their power and 
the respect of their people.

VI  Pupils should write a poem using the 
metaphors and similes from the tableaux 
entitled ‘Majestic Monarchs’. This poem could 
be linked to a particular monarch or monarchs 
relevant to an existing programme of study.

 ACTIVITY VII

I  Look at the picture of the Field of the Cloth  
of Gold from the BBC Famous People site. 
Discuss why this event was arranged.

II  Split pupils into groups and ask them to  
create an event to entertain a foreign ruler 
who is visiting the UK. The event could be  
held anywhere in the UK so teachers could 
link this activity to local/regional history.

III  Each group should select four objects from 
the Role of a Monarch image list to be 
displayed at this event and explain why they 
would be important in helping with the 
diplomacy of the event.

IV  The class should present a drawing of the 
place they plan to use for the meeting and  
a design of how the objects will be displayed.

V  Once the class have made their presentations, 
decide which idea would be best to use during 
the Jubilee/Olympics or other current national 
or local event.

 PLENARY

I  Tell the story of Henry VI who was criticised 
because he reportedly appeared in public in  
an old, torn robe – and who was later 
overthrown.

II  Ask pupils to write a poem using the words: 
kind, listens, powerful, warrior, money, 

unafraid. The poem should describe how  
a good monarch should appear in public.  
This should be done using similes and 
metaphors and told in the style of a 
cautionary tale.

 EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

  Ask the pupils to write a story about meeting 
one of the famous monarchs they have studied.

 
of other jewels in the Royal Collection.

 
when a leader from another country visits  
our present-day monarch Queen Elizabeth II.
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http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/artofmonarhyks2_3_role_of_a_monarch_images.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/artofmonarhy/ks2_3_role_of_a_monarch_images.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/
http://www.royalcollection.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/



