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1. Explorers and Expeditions
Teams search for information 
about explorers and their
expeditions in the school grounds.

2. Habitat Investigation
Teams explore and observe the
habitats in their local grounds, and
create a habitat map for the class 
to use.

3. New Animal Discovery 
Teams imagine new species 
that have adaptations to suit
particular habitats.

4. Planning your Expedition
Pupils each take on a role within
their expedition team, and plan 
an expedition.

5. Expedition Day
The class goes on an ‘expedition’ 
to find new species.

6. Mission Accomplished!
The class communicates to an
audience about the expedition day.

Pupils will: 
- Know about key figures and events
now and in the past.
- Develop map-reading skills.

Pupils will: 
- Record features of local habitats from
first-hand observation. 
- Make links between local species 
and their environment.
- Develop map skills by creating 
symbols and using compass directions.

Pupils will: 
- Understand that animals are
adapted to suit their habitat 
and diet.
- Select resources to inform 
a creative planning process.
- Work collaboratively to make 
a final piece.

Pupils will: 
- Develop team-work skills, recognising
strengths and areas for improvement
for themselves and others.
- Identify and plan to use suitable
resources safely to meet 
future goals.

Pupils will: 
- Create and communicate
information in the form of text,
images, sound and 3D models 
using a range of ICT hardware 
and software where appropriate.
- Recognise that people may manage
natural environments sustainably 
to suit a purpose.
- Identify opportunities for
improving the school grounds.

- Intro – Steve Backshall
- Children fossilteering in Lyme Regis
- Children kayaking to find seals

- Intro – Steve Backshall
- Woodland sound clip challenge
with Mackenzie Crook
- Pond dipping
- Wildlife of Norfolk

- Intro – Steve Backshall
- Animal adaptations to find food:
• Fish: eel has lateral line to sense
prey/predators
• Reptile: python uses infra-red vision
• Bird: raven uses tools
• Mammal: squirrel uses agility
• Invertebrate: dragonfly adaptations

- Intro – Steve Backshall
- Explorer/ exploration examples:
• Ed Stafford
• Polly Murray
• Steve Backshall

- Intro – Steve Backshall

- Intro – Steve Backshall
- Build a bug hotel
- Looking out for hedgehogs
- Conserving red kites
- Naomi’s News Story
- Steve introduces otters

Pupils will: 
- Overcome physical and 
problem-solving challenges 
with a small group.
- Develop confidence and self-
esteem through carrying out a 
role effectively within a team.
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DVD COntents

Lesson 1 – explorers and expeditions

1. Intro from Steve: Steve sets a challenge to 
find out more about explorers and exploring.

2. Fossilteering: Children’s mission combining
orienteering, fossil finding and treasure hunts.

3. Kayaking to see seals: Children’s mission
kayaking in the Walton backwaters, hunting 
for seals.

Lesson 2 – Habitat investigation

1. Intro from Steve: Steve sets a challenge to 
find out more about the habitats near you.

2. Woodland sound challenge with
Mackenzie Crook: Naomi challenges
Mackenzie and Steve to identify woodland
creatures by their sounds.

3. Pond dipping: Naomi and Steve do some pond
dipping with the Live ’n’ Deadly audience and
discover some exciting animals.

4. Wildlife of Norfolk: Steve chats to children 
in Norfolk about what they like to do outdoors,
showing film of animals you can find there.

Lesson 3 – new Animal Discovery

1. Intro from Steve: Steve sets a challenge to
imagine a brand-new species living near your
school.

2. Raven: Discover what makes the raven the
brightest bird on the planet.

3. Dragonfly:Watch the metamorphosis and
behaviour of the emperor dragonfly.

4. Squirrel:The grey squirrel demonstrates the
acrobatic skills necessary to traverse a complex
assault course to get to some nuts.

5. Eel: Find out about the European eel, which has
sensory tentacles that are covered with taste-
buds for sensing food in dark waters.

6. Python: Steve meets a Burmese python and
shows the audience how it senses heat in the
moving muscles of warm-blooded prey.

Lesson 4 – Planning your expedition

1. Intro from Steve: Steve sets a challenge to
plan the expedition.

2. Ed Stafford travels the Amazon: Explorer 
Ed Stafford reports on his trek along the entire
length of the Amazon River.

3. Polly Murray, adventurer: Adventurer and
mountaineer Polly Murray encourages children 
to get out there and be adventurous.

4. Steve Backshall climbs in the Avon Gorge
to find a peregrine falcon’s nest: Steve shows
how peregrine falcons are one of the 
most exciting predators on the planet.

Lesson 5 – expedition Day

1. Intro from Steve: Steve sets a challenge to
enjoy the big day and find your mystery species.

Lesson 6 – mission Accomplished!

1. Intro from Steve: Steve sets a final challenge 
to share with people what you’ve done and
report back on the journey.

2. Build a bug home: A film about the minibeasts
living in our gardens inspires Naomi and the team
to build a bug hotel.

3. Looking after hedgehogs: Naomi and Steve
meet a really prickly little character on set and
show how to make a hedgehog home.

4. Conserving red kites: Children’s mission to
navigate demanding terrain on mountain bikes
while searching for red kites, one of the most
exquisite birds of prey in Britain.

5. Naomi’s News: Naomi’s wildlife news report
includes a new species of spider that has just
been discovered in Madagascar.

6. Steve introduces otters: Steve introduces 
us to otters with archive film showing them 
as fearsome hunters.

DVD clips from the Live ‘n’ Deadly series
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Science

Personal, Social and Health Education

PE

Art and Design

Geography

History

Mathematics

Literacy and English

Using ICT

World Around Us

Personal Development & Mutual Understanding

PE

The Arts

Mathematics and Numeracy

Language and Literacy

Cross-curricular skill

Science: Planet Earth

Health and Well-being 

Expressive Arts 

Social Studies 

Mathematics

Literacy and English

Technologies

Science 

Personal and Social Education

PE 

Art and Design 

Geography 

History 

Mathematics

English

ICT

- Life processes
- Variation and classification
- Living things in their environment

- Preparing to play an active role as citizens
- Developing good relationships

- Fitness and health
- Selecting and applying skills and tactics

- Exploring and developing ideas
- Investigating and making

- Geographical enquiry and skills
- Knowledge and understanding of places
- Environmental change and sustainable development
- Chronological understanding

- Knowledge and understanding of events, people and 
changes in the past
- Victorian Britain

- Space, shape and measures

- Speaking and listening
-Writing

- Exchanging and sharing information

- Interdependence
- Place

- Personal understanding and health

- Games

- Art and design

-Measures, shape and handling data

- Talking and listening (cross-curricular skill: communication)
-Writing

- ICT

- Biodiversity and interdependence

- Social well-being
- Physical well-being
- Co-operation and competition

- Art and design

- People, place and environment
- People, past events and societies

- Measure

- Listening and talking
-Writing

- ICT to enhance learning

- Interdependence of organisms
- Communication

- Health and emotional well-being

- Health, fitness and well-being activities
- Adventurous activities

- Investigating
- Making

- Locating places, environments and pattern
- Communicating

- Chronological awareness
- Historical understanding

-Measures and money

-Oracy

- Create and communicate information
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Assessment CHARt

LessOn 1

LessOn 2

LessOn 3

LessOn 4

LessOn 5

LessOn 6

I worked as part of a team.

I can explain to someone else what an 
explorer does.

I know what an expedition is.

I used a map.

My area for improvement is…

I explored near the school.

I drew and described a habitat.

I added symbols to a map.

My area for improvement is…

I can explain how an animal is suited to 
where it lives and what it eats.

I drew ideas for a newly discovered species.

I worked with my team to make or draw a 
‘new species’.

My area for improvement is…

I made notes about explorer skills.

I planned for the expedition day.

My area for improvement is…

I brought the equipment I needed.

I completed the expedition tasks. 

I helped find a new species.

My area for improvement is…

I planned how to explain the expedition day.

I thought of ways that we could improve our
school grounds. 

I accomplished our mission!

I have improved by…
(How have you worked at the areas for
improvement you wrote about?)

How my teacher

thinks i did

How my friend

thinks i did

How i think 

i did

Draw how you

think you did
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